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. OF THE

MAYOR ans COMMITTEE

;i

- Scle@ and Common Councils.

The Mayor and ‘foint Commitiee, appointed to fajper
- intend and manage the plan adopted by the Select and

Common Councils, for the introdultion of wholefome

water into the city, baving, though fenfible of their

duty in this refped, from a wvariety of fucceffive

caufes; been prevented from making a full report, bes
~ Jore the late election, now enter on this undertaking,
 which, from being fo long delayed, has, of courfe,
* become lengthy and laborious. R
In framing this report, the Committee feel-a pleafure
. in acknowledging the woluntary aid of a Member
of the late Committee, whofe zcalous-attention. to the
.. bufinefsy from its origin, gave bim an opportunity of
* . acquiring extenfive and correlt information on thr

AL S shany fiew Members have now taken ‘thii
feats in the Councils and muft be fuppofed lefs well
informed on #his fubje than older members, it may
be peculiarly ufeful to thet to give a retrofpetive
view of paft proceedings and to dwell on fome points
that otherwife might remain too little underftood,
#nd which on that account have exvited difeontent

- and
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and Iu;_e&ed the Corporatxon to unmerited cer
If, Jin giving this retrofpe&, too much minute
ﬂgll appear to thofe already acquainted with the
]e& the motive above ftated, it is prefumed, w
operate as a i'ufﬁment apology..

‘However various opinion: may:be on the pohizc&%
charatter of the late Dr. Benjamin' Franklin, his
great . merit as a nafural philofopher, and his pene.;ﬁg
trating difcernment between caufe and effe@, are uni»-
verfally admitted... 1t isawell knpwn to the pubhc that%
ln hrs ]uds 1t, {everal years ago, there was a grow-s

32’ for fome other fupply of water, than:
thaz: yleld from the pumps and wells funk in the:
fireets of this city.  Time, refleftion and more parti-:
cular obfervation; have produced aeneral agrecment
i his- mﬁmm """ snd repeated affliction from the ra,
‘yage of ‘epidemic or gontagious difeafe, rendered a’
copious: fupply of more wholefome water, in the efti-y
mhation of many, mdafpgnﬁble to the hea}th and pre»z
‘fervation of the city. ,

- Incited by this general preva,len;:e of l"ennment,s
and by the petitions of very numerous and refpec-
table citizens, the Seleét and Common Councils for:
the two laft years paft, have had their attention moft
powerfully drawn’ 1o this Tinportant object. ~ Infor-
matxon as to fources of fupply—modes of . execus
tion, and econoiy of expence, has been feduloufly
‘and repeatedly fought for, both zndmdually, and”
by the ‘appointment of ‘committees. -

A varlety of fchemes, and inventions of mechaq
nic power, for the raifing and introduétion of wa-
ter, in confequence of ‘this attention and enquiry,
have been brought forward, many of them oﬂ“f:ﬁfe?f-
ng confiderable merit, thogch mehglble, for tha:
acleptxon ‘of the Counc L \g

The gén’ 3¢ _'1 fentxmcnt l-nlfavo; of ngvzgable car
nals; for forﬁe ﬁme turned: the view of the Coun.

'-élls %o“?‘%%ae ‘one “commenced; for mnne&mg iﬁ%
nvem
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;rwm:i Delaware and. Schnylkali the propnetcm oﬁ
which, were authorized (if they found it their in. -
“tereft fo to do) to fupply fuch citizens with watar,é;;
as they. might find difpofed to ufe ami purchafe it.

. Impelled by a ftrong defire to promete, by a com: -
bined eﬁ”ort, the accomphﬂ:mem of two fuch great
objelts as the watering- ‘of the city; and the comn
pletion ‘of this inland navigation, the: Corporation’
advanced to conferences and ‘negociations ‘on the .

-~ fubject, ‘with the Prefident and Managers, pnd with -
committees of the Stockholders.8f the Delawaré:
and Schuy Ikil] Capal But on the ref ult of long and:
matute mﬂa&xon, it did not, appear to the Councils, -
confiftent with the duty thg: owed to the city, mi’i;'--
commit its interefts fo far, as"to embark in an uﬁ,.é
dertaking of fuch apparent magmmde and expence;
"Fhis itapreffion was {trengthened by.a confideration
of the difficulty in alcertaining, thh any m]erabla
'dggree of precifion: .«

L The amount of expence, neceﬁary for its com-*
'plutlon, S TR

| II. The length of nmg 1t wou}d reqmre tp pér{

-uulzty m;d emclument were lecéts m tse

_;,_,‘would\exther be of much value, withs
1 of the Sufquehanna and Schuy!-_
oduce ‘the carrxage of Weﬁern;-

Hem: e, a§ Wﬁn aa. fmm other caufes of no um&'
xmportant weight, the Councils deemed it advifeas
ble to decline the fpll,owmg advanced pmppﬁt;aqns,

J. For, th@ ;;xgy to purchafe. all the l.mfcfrfmcd
ﬂlares, (cal ed 700) ; aad to complete. the Ganal

LY
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"H. ’To become ﬂ:areheiders in the Canal 8
zm@th a proporuonate reprefentanon in the chr
or
L 'l‘e'g’ive'?bhe'fum_of zo_o,ooo dollars, for
privilege of taking a.certain quantity of water f
the Canal, when compleated, condulting it from
thence into the city, at'the expence of the Corpos
ration, and to pay a proportion of the c}'alges f¢
keepmg the Canal in repair.

In July 1798, the fprings of Spring Mill wes
vifited by three Members of the’ Councils, wh
from their view, ‘conceiving and reporting favoura: .
bly, both of the fituation and of the quality and
‘quantity ‘of water iffuing from them, induced th
vifitation  of feveral other Members, and made o
" ﬂiém firnilar impreffions. | In November followin,
a jom committee of the Councils, were appomt%
to reccive, and authorigzed to employ agents for a
qmnﬂg, information, on the watering of the cit
~and gnore particularly, on ‘the prafticability of
“track,  for conduéting into it  the water of Mi
Spnngs, with an eftmg&te of the probable %kphnce.f

“On the 27th. of December, B. H. Latrobe, exa~.
mined g“hefé fprings, and, at the reque{t of John:
Miller, jundor,. . Chaifman -of the ‘joint ‘committee,.
addrefled to hiny his confiderations on the watering
of the city, in two -plans.or. proy.,‘}s, ancl his eftimat
of their expence, viz.. :
. 1. To introduce the waters of the Schuylkxll by
means of Refervmrs, 'luxmels :md two. Steam Emff
gines.

H. The condu,&mg of thc waters of thc Miﬁ
;Spnags. -"-

. Thefe plans being fully expandea ina fm'aiil pa
ph!e‘t, entitled, “ A view of the praficability andl
aneans of fupply}ng the city of Philadelphia” mt&'{{f
wholcfc«mae water,” publithed by otder df the Cof

pqranon,_i




poration, it is not neceﬁary here to give them(i in
detail.  The ftyle in which they were treated by
Latrobe, evinced his clear conception of the fub-
ject, a'nd excited a degree of confidence in his abi-
lity to carry them fuccefsfilly into effe@. They
were. therefore ‘on the 3d. of ‘January ‘1799, re-
ported by ihg committee to the ‘Councils for confi-
deration. By hit“efthnate, the expence of the firft
plan was 69,600 dollars "’“r the works from the
Schuylkill to the Centerfquare, but to make it
full efimate, he allowed the fum of 45,000
"Fhe diftribution from the Cent‘ernfquare-

into the city, in ro4,000 feet of pipes

- of conduit, affuming the rate of 5@- [
: cents a foot he Pcatcd at - - )

| 52,000

Dafletr‘: 1 27,@09‘1

- the waters of Mill fprmg, he cal- ¢
._culated would not exceed; - -

'And that of the fecond, Fer bringmg o
% 275,000
Expeﬁfse Qf dzﬁnbutmn as before, o ‘ 5:2,6‘56

;_ c . Daﬂar.r 307,000

_\ :fﬁ Piaﬁ-—-—ligh‘tmfs of compa'ratwe ex-
- the' profpect of fpeedy execution, were
5" /in “its favour; two Steam Engines
bé neceflary, and the anneal expence
ce of ccruffe mcrexf L :"thls,

ont: of the water beitig too fre
ot fufficietitly cool for cahmy

_ lﬁid's ’nqt to be excee&ec{magamff
appeared the ‘expence ‘and the Iengtﬁ of ﬁme to

to conftruét the mge fary, works of candmi __

e “ Satisﬁe&
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 Satisfied in the praCtxcabxhty of obtz‘iming a i’u
ply of water and in, the profpet of its early int;
d0&tion, if Steam J'lugmes of fufficient power a
perf=&t conftruction could be obtained in time, B
H. Latrobe was- employed by the Committee to mak
the neceflary enquiry on this point, and for that pu#
pofe went to New-Y{)rk In the mean nwa”fﬁem
rial from the Coungils, addreffed:to-thie Legiflature
requefting a liberalaid to the City, was pending
fome hopes were entertained that this aid would b
granted, but a little time thewed the fallacy of fuct
hopes, and Councils. being encoum‘ged by the fuc

elP of Latrobe’s miffion, “as reported by the Com
mittee, concluded to adopt ‘the firft Plan, confiding"
that it would be patronized by their Fellow Citizens -
axid fufficiently fupported by their voluntary iub
i'{:nptlons on loan.

. "Fhough the eftimated expence of this plan wa
flated at 127,060 dollars, yet general expetience,
Kaving proved that eftimates moftly fall fhort QF
aftual expence, it was judged prudent to allow nearly"
one fifth more for pofiible fhort calculations and con-
tingencies, and en this gromd the Councils afllumed
the fum of 150,600 dols. as that which would moft.
probably be nece’far{ for completely perfeling alr
the works. To eftec ually anfwer every ufeful purs”
pofe cantemplat”ed by watering the city, combined
with the greateft praéticable expedition {which from’
the general fenfe of the Citizens feemed deﬁrable)
this plan of all others appeared the moft promifing "‘-;
and hkely to be the leaft expenﬁve, even after the al’ -
lowances and provifions for contingencies and fhorf”
calculation, being; with the engines, bulldlngs, and%‘
works of indu&icn and diftribution, 50,000 dollarg,
lefs than the fum demanded by the canal proprietor:
for ‘the privilege of taking water from the ‘canal a
fome more diftant day when all difficulties might be
furmoiinteéd and the canal complered.” Take away the'
expence of diftribution, which will be the fame whats

ever




Jdyer iﬂ’» RJW@C of fupply, md by~ the gxecutmm of th
plan the citizens woutld have the water_of Schuykaﬂ
bmught to the center fquare fo " -___dollars, or,
allowing 20 per cent for excefs of -expenditure, ber.
yond the eftimate, then for go,000 dollars; which is.
111,0,000 dollars lefs than for the water of the fame.
river, if taken from the canal at the price of the pro-
prictors. . The. inereft on this difference is 6,600
dollars per anmlm, being, w:theut taking into ac-
count the repairs of the canal, a greater annual €Xe.
pence than will be. requxred for: the _maintenance,
and fuel of both Steam Engines, as afcertained
and fixed under a contra& hereafter- to :be mm«;_ﬂ_
tioned. There will appear to you, no-deubt, an ob..
vious propriety in this expofition, and. dzgmﬂign "
from direc narrative: for _by paying due attention.
to the expence of receiving water by plan No. I,
_eempared with that of racemng it from the canai
terms of its proprietors, thofe Citizens, who
bec me oppafed to the meafures of the Corporatior,
from a belief that the canal was the moft ‘eligible
means of fupply may be convinced, that, under all
circumftances, the Clty Counenls, without in' the
eaft deferving the imputation of hoftility to the ca=
judged beft for the intereft of the Cxty, in
ing a decided preference to planNo. £ *°

"‘8’*

jan 6oc fhares having, towards the ]atter'
ry, been fubfcribed in the books
lioners, under the ordinance paffed
that month, the Councils were
t the remaining number of thares
nearly fubfcribed, and there--
“fecond of March, by con-.
authorize a joint comzmt;ee_;
h_the Mayor of the city, to

er tralts, to appoint ana
employ age! f ‘execution,” purchafe materials
fgr the conmmsmmt and progtefs of the ‘work, -

. Lo R
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dnd alfo to authonze the Mayor to pafs ordem o
rthe gty Trealurer, for payment, out of the water
Hund of fuch fums as might be certified by th
‘e gomnnttee to b "“dae i purfuance of their pr
mgs. UL
- A wm& was en%ered into thh Nxchelas.
“Roofevelt, of Sohoon the river Paffaick in New.
Jerfey, for two Steam engines of a power to raife and
deliver at the height of o feet each; 3 mﬂlions '
gallons of water in each and every 24 fidurs throt X
-~ ut the year, for the fum of 30,000 dollars, of whlc :
he W&a to receive, in advance, by monthly inftal
_.aments; 18,060 dolars, and the remaining 12,
_«énllars, after the engines were erefed, putin opera
tion, and dueproof made of their fuﬁicaencv aceord
radt, - By:this contract he is bound, ander
pved fecurity, for the full perform‘ame of |
nts, not only for the making and defi- .
_ es to poflefs the above power, but'to |
m ‘them in -maintenance and repair for ¢ years, | ]
élwenng and fupplying water from them in the fol- |
Io wing quantities, as they may berequired, at the fol-
Jowing -compenfation, (it being mutirally and x|
@wefsly-mdeﬁft«wd that the price ‘of conl thould not |
sexceed 8 dollars ‘per 36 Jbuﬂwﬂs éélwefre& at f:li%
mgme H@ﬁ’es}éw fa?,

| lﬂ fqr 1 mnnan af
" 24 hours ‘ﬂlroﬁg

‘%!ﬂ. f@ra%ai‘llmnfs' ' do. . 3

- Fﬂﬂhenmwfﬁipﬁfy at 44000 dwm

_% . - the mts wmmaf RSN
:3d. forz m'lhom codow . do o goee
“gth. for 25 millions .do. . do 5500 ditte. "
& for 3 mifions ~ do.. 6oo tm%”

tl for any intermediate I'up
2o be afcertained by.the rate of th%next ni‘m fpe-
"‘“ﬁe‘l gmtx on the ;egomeg T@av!% fﬁbjeﬁ m




cer to a’ ﬁpulatmn on ‘hig pagt md admxtte@_
that ‘if at any time alefs qumn@y than one million’
fhoulﬂ be required of him, his compenfation, on that’
agcount, fhould not be diminithed under: the ﬁrﬂ::’
named fum of 3ooo\d0’llars per -¢ach ‘Engine
nual‘l) ' :

_ B) a mzfund,"—' ..&andmg ané C@Lhﬁgn Qf mtexgﬁ no
‘agreement W m?die.: o mmual) fauﬁfa&;og, for:
any extra power of tfregn_ﬁichsuy il Eng;nc;
therefore became excluded from thq;&above comra_

and the ___f-""ulatmn for the § years” mmntenamcc and
epalr was’ m heu fhereof’ agreed to.

This imiporfant point has been hawevey reuwd\
by N. L. Reo{evelt, who finally  acquiefced in the
terms -offered by the' Mayor and .Committee, on
the bafis of which an mdenture of Leafe and Co-.
venant is drawn; but the negociation being much
protraéled by a variety of unlooked for circume

- ftances, and the interruption of correfpandence due -
ring thelate difperfion of our Citizens, this inftru-
mernt rémains. yet unexecuted; but ag all the lead-

ing points have been mutt&all)r adjufted, it is appre~
ded. that ‘no material immpediment exifts to its.

y. tatification. Until this takes place it 'ma

ht premature to go into the whole detai}i
fufhi ment at “prefefit to’ May, that
¢e were mformeg by, Roofevelt that

' him were expcnﬁwe, re.

B

1:.13!3&1 naceifar)! I‘and for a 1' i
ey Have agreed to his hava

y-two years tenure, _renewable, o;a;
- 5 ther 10 be mutually “agreed on
-for t*wenty@ne years more; and he has in turn ex-

ﬁmeﬁied h}s agreemem to the fo!lowmg ﬁ;gu;atwns.a
: That
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Chat he will pa ;,,.__';by dedudion from the am
provided in the exifting contrat for the mai

ge?mm.c and repair of the Engines, for

The firlt 7 years of the 42 yearsleafe Dollars, 500 pet ar
"The lecond 7 years of  do. o Boo i
"The third % years of  do, 1000 -

And for the remaining 21 years - 1800

 That all claims of allowance, for any variation
from-the pﬂce of 8 dollars per 36 buthells of coa

fhould be relinquithed and cancelled,

ok
N .

.. And, that on the event of .the City’s determining
to difcontinue the ufe of any water to be raifed and
delivered from the Schuylkill engine, the corpora-
tion ‘fhould ‘ceafe fo be bound for any payment oni
account o: nance and tepair.

ary laft ‘B. H. Latrobe was authorized
to. invite propofals of contradt for the delivery o
white oak logs and bricks preparatory to the operde
tions then in profpet, it having been determined, on
the refult of enquiry and inveftigation, that unde
every canfideration that fpecies of wood was moft
to be preferred for the pipes. of conduit; and aftef
the Mayor and Committee had been fully authorized
By the “refolutions of the 2d. of March, to puriu
all meafures proper for the advancement of the:
plan, ‘they proceeded to the forming of a fpecial,
agreement with B. H, Latrobe (who had been pre-
vioully confidered as a confulting Engineer) on the
Bafis of two letters written on the fubjed by him;
This agreement is fettled in an indented oontraét
duly executed, whereip is contained, in outline, a dif
cription of the whole plan for watering the city fo

. sc‘ ?‘
ajpe

by the expence of the work; and, for the allowanc
¢f all ‘travelling and other expences. incurred b
him in the fervice of the city, under the direction, o
by and with the advice and confent of the duly au+’

PV
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thorized agents of the corporation, " He has engm
ged to:make himfelf completely refponfible for the'
ultimate fuccefs of the ‘works, unlefs prevented by.
the at, omiflion, or negle& of the corporation, from
which he flands guarded by fpecific provifions} and
alfo, that the conftruftion of all the ‘works fhall be
of permanent flability and good and perfet in kind,
ftipulating only for the Tiberty of appointing 3
Clerk or fuperintendant of the works, being in,
every refpedt refponfible ‘for his conduét, and ap-
pointing ‘5o -one to whom there {hould be ‘any’
reafonable objeétion, The contrad contaips 3 pro--
yifion, that variations, in the' préje&eé" plan,’ ha-
ving for their objeét any ufeful improvement, calcu
lated for better promoting the advantage of the City,
being firft propofed and fubmitted to the Corporati-
on and confidered and approved, fhall be allowed

Wllh@u{ _prejudice.,to the agreement, - . . - - o
3. H. Latrobe with the advice and confent of the

Mayor .and Committee, made divers purchafles’ of
white oak lags, brought down the river Delaware in
the: courle of the Spring, moftly from 123 cents to
8cents: perfoot running meafure: thefe logs were
compofed of a proportion of white Pine
light . timber, neceflary for floating the
/¢alled floating timber. ~ The purchafe of

almoft unavoidable, but as - they,
works, and the price low,

o'far from being leflened,’
“promoted by the purchafe,.
confequence of public advertizes,
#ly entered into agreements to fopa
¥». at liated: periods, large nuntbers. of white oak:
°gs at fixed prices, but very few complied with:
their agreements, and-moft - of the logs procured.
Were an rafts and on better terms,

| With .
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o With the- appmh&tmn of the committee’ a)
mts were made with thé two following named’
fons; viz. Jobn Houfton to dig a tunnell trench 3 |
long. Chefnut-ftreet, from the- Schuylkill front ta,
Broad-ftreet, at the price of g pence for the firft
yard in depth, 1/ for the fecond; '1/3 forthe third;
1/5 for.the fourth; and for all deeper digging 1/1o}
per yard:. with John Lewis to conftrué a tmneﬁ,g
at the level of three feet below low water in Schuyl:
kill, from a place in. the flat ground upon its banks,
tgj’ihe bottgm of a well.to be funk - in. the- engipe
houfe,. mnludmg ‘every expence, excepting materi-
: blgwm , rock, and pumping water, at 23 dol: |
T yard, running meafure. lhas &rzit is. 4feet~
, _.;_._.\_.Q and 7 feet. kngh. e

. Robert Malfeed, to dig 2 canal wetward ﬁ'oni‘ -
the: Rfﬁmfai& tunnell to the river Schuylkill, and’,
Timothy Caldwell to dig the engine well, ‘at the'
“corner of Chefnut and Schuylkill F ront-fireet. to |
meet the g:gﬂ: end of the tunnell to be formed by,
\_:_'Lgers, .were. feverall mplay’ed b)r tbe Engw
neex in, thole divifions.ef the work
sThe conftruétion of” ‘the mrcafar bnck mnnelf
i Cheéfvutfirect it was contemplated fhould be per-
formed under cofitrat, but it being reprefented by
the' Engineer® ‘that great accuracy was fequired in
this wor&, and ‘that {kill and expencnce were ne-’
ceflary in forming a good water cement as an indifs -
penfible mqmﬁte for the tunnell, it was finally de<
termined to employ, on trialy Thomas Vickers, who .
xvas xeported to have given «gtwd fatisfaltion in hig
ervices under William Weflon, ‘in the lock-works'
____g;ﬁchuflkgll and Sufquehanfia canal; and of-
other:canals in the State of New York, under fh
fupe: ﬁ,‘_t&dme of the fame Engineer. His com:
e ation, as operativé Superintendent: of this @visg
fionof zthe work, was fixed at 4 dollars per diem;
md after due mal it appearmg tha*t the wmk waé
Cwe
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wvell done and that the “whole coft in labour, by ¢
ftatement of B. H. Latrobe, did not exceed’ ﬂoi
‘lars and 27 cents per thoufand; it was thought the
intereft of the. city would: -probably nat be better

promoted by any fpeeial wntra&, - and Them&s
_V:.ckers was e@mnm R N I et TR

o eer, a gengﬁ] snpgeﬂnteﬁﬂmcé
&’Iw Ceﬁw-ﬁmre«, pa’ymg attention ‘to fhe rec

and - application of materials, ‘overfeeing and dir
ting, uniderthe Engineet’s inftructions, the fev
werkmeﬁ, and: keepm and checkmg the time

%have bean well fatxsﬁcd w:th hxs mtegrrty, abilitie
’*amd d g ence. st comgmfauon is ﬁxe&at 3_;_ Jol !

Agr&emen*ts were formed Wlth I'even Bnclimakex& |
of good repute, for the due and feafonable delivery
of 1 200,000 goo& merchantable bricks, at 6 dol:
Jars and 50 cents per thoufand; at ftipulated’inftat-
“ment payments, the laft of whtch, for 200 thoufand
s, value 1300 dollars, will fall due on the 1k

z-ﬁm* and agreements were alo formed;
rers perfons, for enfuring the-due and fea:
of fim at th ﬁxcd p &f 22

_ e aceented: " the hauimg of“‘l
oTing LS, and the’ pipes from thence ints
arent napt m mt% ms contradted t




16 )

‘building timber to the Center,fquare, at three cente
per foot.

"Under thefe arrangemﬁ}ts, ep@cramms commcnce&_L
p@rﬂy in March, but more generally in Aprily amé;_
progrefled with canﬁderable Ipirit and adtivity. .

~ The fubfcr:ptzons to the loan did not advance m!
proportion to the expeQations which had been en-
tertained: They were damped by the great attra&xoa
of monied citizens, to the Unrted States eight per
cent loan: by the influence and apprehenfions of the
ftockholders of the Delaware and Schuylkill Canal,
‘who were oppofed to the plan, as not co-incident
‘with their views and interefts, and, as many uns
fortunately fuppofed as_an mfrmgement of thc
¢ehartered rights and privileges of that company:*
and by doubts on the efficiency or praQicability of
the pk , which many valuable and public fpmteé
'emzens entertained, who had become much indife

ofed to undertakxngs of the kind, from the yet un.
fuccefsful efforts for compleatmg the pro;e&ed (‘a-
: nals in this ftate. -

- Under a hope that thefe unipropitious caufes would
| be removed by time, and by a more clear develope-»
ment of the plan, as expanded to view by its exes
cution, and that adequate fubfcnptmns would cons
fequently be made, the Corporation, lmpreﬂ't:d witht
“the immenfe benefits to arife to the city, deemed it
their duty to. advance the works, with the aid of .
the exifting fubfcriptions: the depofit monies and in~
ftalment payments were foon found, the firft who]ly'::
inadequate, and the fecond of fo tardv receipt, for
the rapid advances of ‘the works, that embarrafl-
ments were frequently experienced; but relief wag
extended by the timely advances of individual meme

s of the committee, and by ‘this aid the credlt )

" Thrs collzﬁon occaﬁoned an unpleafant dlfcuﬂion befora-.
the Senate of ‘Pennfylvania, and no doubt, contributed to 2 -
denial of that aid, which was requefted by petidoas of the
‘titizensy and the application of the Sele& and Commop
Councils.
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‘of ﬂle c1ty, with the different perfons dependmg on
it -for payment, was preferved at all times, unim-
P;ured and entire. But on the 8th. of July, in
confidering the exhaufted ftate of the monies due
on the fubfcriptions, and that on the laft inftalment
Httle could be expe&ed before September enfuing,
when only of right it could be required of the fub-
feribers,—it clearly appeared to the committee, that
unlefs furthér exertions were _mad,e and relief ob-
tained, all proceedings muﬂ: o ,eifanly be i’uf en-
ded, and the intereft, as well as'the credit, of the

¢ity, be very matermlly m_;ured The comnutteé
therefore, determined,—

Firg, To requeft the Ez;gmegr would preparz
detailed ftatement of the _probable expence of come
pleting the works, progrefling under his dire@ion,
founded on exifting contra&ts and actual expendi.
tures, to the firft of the then month. of July; and,

- Secondly, To: requeft a conference on the nth;
of the fame month with the commiffioners for in.
viting and receiving {ubfcriptions, in order to com-
municate to them fatisfatory information as to the
ftate of the works, and to 1mptefs on them the necef-
fity of prompt exertions, in cxrculatmg the books of
fubfcription. i ;

' ‘ihe Mayar and committee met the. cemrmﬁionerbs

ueed by the Engmeer, conformably to
eft .of the committee, and an account of
{: _i&ate of the fund arifing from the
cribed loans, and the neceflity of a-more altive
culaﬂm} th?e‘ bfeription books. To encou-
ragc this cifcylation,  the committee agreed to claf§
themfelves and other members of the Ccrpormon,
with the refpeéhve commiffioners, in foliciting fub-

- fcnptzons in thc dlﬁ'erent (c:imﬁons of the cxty
“In
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In confequence of this meeting, the Engineer’s.
‘fatement with fome obfervations were publithed by
‘the commiffioners for 'the impreflive information of
‘the citizens' genera1!y, -and hopes were indulged -
“of an augmentation of .more operative means from -
this revival of the public attention; but on the 2gth,
‘of . July, no probability of aid appearing, from this
quarter, and the exifting means bemg very nearly
exhaufled, it became a fubje&t of very important.
and " ferious ‘confidération, whether to difcontinue
and, abandOn, for the prefent, the execution of. th
plan, or, by the immediate laying of a tax to ralf
‘the fums likely to be wanted for the prefent year.

égamﬁ an abandonment, appearedm-fhe grea'
ur he intereft of ‘the city, by breaking up
Wé I connetted ¢hain of operations,~—the difperfion
and, "pe"ihaps, irretrievable lofs of able and well ap
‘proved fubordinate agents of execution, and th
ﬁlfﬁcﬁlty, and perhaps impracticability of re-com
‘mencing the work at-a future day; in which laft caft
all the expence, already incurred, would prove
dead lofs to the city; and, in addmon to the hazar
‘of thefe evils, a dlfgraceful lmpazr -of the city’
credﬂ, would be ‘incurred, -by negletting to pfo
vide:means for the: fa.zthfﬂl ulﬁlment of -exifting
engagements. Againft laying 2 tax, -on the other
hand, was. preft,mﬁd in ftiong culonrs—

‘Firsd,; That it would create great diffatisfaltion; i
fl'ubfcnbers to the loan, to fubje& them to the pay
‘ment of a tax in'common thh other citizens:

Secondly, That by the exifting taxes the ¢ity w
ah'eady fufficiently burthened, and this meafu
therefore, ought not to be reforted to, until eve
”other expedxent had been tried and fzuled and

Tb:rdl ‘Even, if no other means remamed h
taxatmn, tlae meafure {tlll was obp&zonable,_ _

[
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caufe the collection; it was well known, would m 1:11w
ordinary courfe of thie bufinefs, be too tardy to mee-
in’dde time the engagements: and’ _e;;‘:’“R_em es of --thf-
works.. P :
“In this critiéal, and extreiely difagrécable fitud
tion, the relu@ance to refort to a tax could only b :
furmounted by a ftrong fenfe of duty to fave the city
y- Some miembers exprefled their difpo:
0 ife part of the money, on their own indis
vidual credit, and truft to future fubfcriptions,” and
to'a provifion otherwife to.be made by the Corpora-
tion for 'their indemnity and relief: this, though
honorablé to the zeal and ‘patriotifm of thofe gen-
tlemen, could hcwever only afford a very partial,
temporary and incompetent relief; and it was ob-
ferved, in anfwer to objections againft the tax, that
the -expence muft be defrayed ultimately by taxa-
tion. either in the ufual way, or by a water rent,
which amoynted in falt to a tax on confumpti-
on; that the raifing of money on loan at the inte-
reft of 6 per cent. to be repaid in 10, 15 or 20°
~ years hence, encrcaled very materially the expence
sof“the work, and confequently would'in proportion
creale the amount of eventual taxation; but under
mitances, the obtaining ‘a loan on intereft
‘thought an eligible meafure; betaufe, al-
he aggregate of expence and burthen on
1id be much heavier, yet, by dividing it
referit and many fucceeding years, the
| ce; underthis divifion, would be light,
and the g owing “wealth and population, of thofe
fucceeding years, juftly made to pay, in fome proper-
tion, for the benefit they would receive, The facii
lity'of operation by loan, on intereft, and’ the lightt
“nefs of an annual expence, continued for a ferics of
: yeors,
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years, were the chief merits of the loan rop@{itm;am-._. '
in. all other refpeQs ralﬁng the fum required, b)r
tax, in one or two years, and avoxdmg the contix -
nual payment of intereft {which in 162 years would .
double the expence) would be moft economzcal and .
promotive of the city intereft. If however in the
origin of the bufinefs this mode of raifing fupplies
had been contemplated, the prefent works would,
in all probability, not. have heen attempted. In. thc..i_"-
progrefs of the undertaking, the city had become
placed between thefe two modes. For by obtain.
ing nearly one ‘half of the capital wanted, on loan
the facility of thé one mode was nearly half ac
complithed, and of courfe the burthen of the other, .
to w1t, an xinmedza.ie tax, i the fame ratio leffen- |
ed, ‘and the future annual expence, of paying the |
mtere{t and redeeming the principal of the loan, pro-
portionably diminithed. In the exilting ftate of thq
~works, no one would venture to affert that they

ought to remain fufpended, at the hazard of a
total abandonment, even if no othér means than.
an immediate tax could be devﬂed for thezr conn-
nuancc. - :

To the other obje&xon,-—-the d}ﬁ'atlsfa&;on tt
wouid give fubfcribers to the loan,—it was obferv.,
ed, that no juft caufe of difcontent could be gis
ven to them, for the whole expence muft eventuallg
be difcharged by taxation; and the Corporation had
at no time propofed, nor had any of the fubferie,
bers fhpulated for an exemption from taxes in com-
mon with their other fellow citizens, as a condxtx@
on for their loans.  Any thmg of the kind was in’
effe& impradticable, and indeed would be unreafons
able while they or their afligns received, intereft on,
-fhexr loans ‘and were for three years exempt from
any water rent. On the contrary, as the fubferi
bers were generally of refpeQable ccnﬁderanox;;
they would furely properly apprecme the fair in~

tentions




tentions of the corporation for promoting the wél. "
fare of the City, make allowance for the difficuls
ties. occafioned by the failure of efficient fublcripti.
ons, and the confequent neceflity of reforting to the
only remaining means of providing for the defici-
ency, and have the fqdd_fén_fei to'perceive that the
caule: produdtive of this difagreeable’ alternative
would, at the fame time, have the effedt of facili-
tating - their" reimbuytfement of principal ‘as well as
*“Thé tardy colleGtion of 3 tax was ah bjedton to.
ceipts, ‘and, if all other difficulties’ were removed,
it would remain to be afcertained whether fuch an-
ticipation could be obtained by Bank accomodation,
 On the refult of full confideration, no means ap~
pearing likely to prove efficient, other than the rai-
fing o%__. monies by tax, and, the idea of abandon.
ment being rejeted, a bill was prepared for raifing.
the fame, containing due provifion for pledging its:
amount for the fecurity and re-imbutfement of any
perfons, or bodies politic and corporate, whowould
make adequate advances on its credit in anticipation.
A fub-committee was appointed to wait on the Pre-
and Direltors of the United States Bank with
“the faid bill, and to requeft information
1ey would advance a loan, in anticipation
ofed tax, on the event of the bill being
ordinance and the monies regularly, as
ged in their Bank, for the fole and
oofe’ of ' re-imburfing fuch advances,

‘of the fame committee were requir-

ed to report the fid bill to the Sclet and Common
Councils, ‘if the application to the U. S, Bank pro-
ved fuccefsful, and to accompany the report with a

fatement on' the fituation of the water-works and

the embaraffinent to further progrefs for want of

The



- The refult of thei'e meafufes Was an offer from- th”‘
Uhited States’Bank toloan 20,003 dollars, and thf_

paffing, on the’ 5th of Auguft an ordinance for ;-m-a:-
fing the fum of 50,000 doflars. '

The apphcatlon to the Prefident and Dzre&ors oiﬁ
the Bank, and their confequent refoiunon, appeat
at large in an appendix to this report.

The.alarm of contagious ficknefs,. which abeut
this time occafioned another difperfion of the Citiw
Zens, fufpended the colleftion of all taxes, and ftop-
ped the payment of the monics due on fubfcriptions
but by the aid’ of this loan, and a few [catt:ermg@
paymemys from fubferibers, the works have bee: -
prevent from _ﬁo;}pmg, and kept in a ftate of con
tinual though far lefs rapid progrefs than more am
ple: refources would have allowed."

It will now be proper to fhow the amount of th

mcans with. which the plan has been fupportcd
Sbaris.

“The loans fubfcribed on the books of the Com.
miflioners, from the 1 3th. of Febroary to the 7th
of March, were, at the lait date, fix handrtd and

ﬁfty nine i’h&res, - _ 659 '
-And fmm the zgth of Ju‘y to the 1, of Au- o
guﬂ, Tl - - 46

James Todd, wha was appomted to colle& the
mﬁalments as they became due, obtained; in the

courfe of hxs buﬁucfs, e . - . - 47
* ‘Total Shares {ubf’éubed - . . 753
52 Shares, at 10c dollars gach, are - Dollars 75,200
Oc thefe rem_amed due and unpaid on the 18th. |

of Novem_lzer, -~ Dollars 13,130

- And growin due, but not then fub- |

je& to demand %0:' payment, - - 2,860

o . » - 15,9987
- Total amount received on the 18th. of L

‘November, e e e e . L’o!!ar.r 5‘5,;,-'3"10
- | "T1

% In addition to the foregmng, ten thares were fubfcnbed by 2 genr.
man in the employment of the Cnrperanon, which being confidered 2s m\?
par: of the compenfation coming due for his {ervmes, and of courfe no
gart of theadive fund, arcleft out of the account.
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‘The arrearages work a forfeiture-of all the pre-
vious payments of the delinquent fubfcribers, but
as penalties and forfeitures have mnot been the ob-
jeét, mor can they be defirable to the corporation,
it is to be prefumed they. will niot be exalted unlefs
_payments. continue to be exceﬁively and unreafona-
bly protratted. » i

By . information before the commutee, it appears
that - B
From the arreamges. therg may he depen-.
dédon, < - - Dollars 6730
- Add 1o wtuch thofa aot,;yiet dw- but like.
ly to be' pand, - s v = 2860

‘May be canﬁdcrcd a's a fund Qill receiv- -
ablc - .- . - e 9_599
ckﬁhN' '
_' Of the remainihg arrearages,
| it is expefied no payment will be
recewed fer, - « « - 1 360
And that there is no certain
rﬁhance to be placed on the re.
egxt of, - - - e . 5040

o~

- &_' ) ;

| an ungertain refource on which
}it will not be prudent to de
Lpend_ .

540o

}
* Which may be conﬁdered as i
J

15,99% -
btained from the Bank of the

prodiiced on a note of five
gcorporation on thegth. '
10,000 dollars—the fum of 9,853 .33
er. note of' ﬁve ot ‘1’:..:_ ém- ;

> fum of - - 9,88 33 o
L —— 10,76 1

Add tnth_ the. totél amaunt of monies receiv- 9’7? v

e ET N 50,210 00

| W yTr——

“’ghtch {hea’& Jh fotal amhount of

.all:the ‘monies - regeived; for defraying $  Dollars -=g,001 65

the'expences of th;e wurks . ! g} - " 7900!. ’
| | " On



( 24 ¥

* Gn which is chargeablc a commiffion

“of one per cent for colledting inftalment |

.payments on §3,450 dollars. - 5§14 50
- And the . Treafurer’s . commyflion of

I per cent on receipts and payments, on

§9,210 della&'s, 5 « -7 « . 20503

Leavmg apphcable for defraying
the expences of the works
By the regifter book of certtﬁcatcs,
granted in payment of contrals, fervices
and materials, the difbirfements to the
#3d. of November, have amounted to 75,783 62
Of whlch has been paid— »
. dollars.
- For the Steam- Engmes, purs’ |
fuant to eoptra® - - .. 18,000
“For logs, butting, hauling,
bomag, ‘hooping, ‘trench dig- -
ging, pipe l;zymg, &e. about - 7,000
AND
For the works from thc
Center Square to the Rwer}
Schuylkill

50,782,632

75,782,62

Leavmg a balance on hand, on the
¥ 3,d of N‘uvember, of - e . 2,388 49"
. . o . 78 £71 11
It will now be proper to proceed to an exhibition of thi
prefent fate of the works, that, by comparing it with th
d:{burfements, you may be enabled to judge how far the fum
of 150,000 dollars, contemplated by the Corporatnon as {uf-:
ficient for the entire campleuon of the plan, is hkely to c
ver all expences, ’

Engmcs.
I Three-fifths of the coﬁ of the Steam Engmé 'z
are paid.

By different perfons who have wﬁted the works
where thefe Engines are conftruéting, the committee’
have been informed that the bufinefs was conduéte
with an intelligence, abzhty and fkill°which left litti

room



{0 appteherid their filure, and the Engineer after his
return from Newark, where he went about the mid-
ed, ¢ that the Engine for the Centér-fguare build-
‘“ing was then nearly ready to be pat upy all its
¢ together, The -8chuylkill Engitie “was not in
% fuch.a ftate of forwardnefs, but yet {6 far advancs
“ to completeit; and as to the mefit of the work it:
“ felf, -he did not recollect éver to have feen it fur-
1. So much of the Exterior éaﬂal'gor?’-":ﬁ\’@ﬁ}z,; has
been effeCted, that to flate its entire completion at
perhaps be too great an allowance. .
This bafon extends from the High water matk
dy.bank at the low witer mark, and touches the
main current of the river in deep water; tho’ yet
{tate of forwardnefs, that by itieans of a trunk and !
valve already fixed, itcan now bé filled: with’ water
18 ftated to the committee, have refifted the higheft
to them, near g feet above the dry bedof -the bafon’;
their tenacity and firmnefs appéaf fiich, as to warrant

dle of O&ober to examine #to theif Peate, teport-
“¢ parts being made, and f'eq;ui‘ﬁﬁgbﬁlf to be fitted
“ ed as to reduire not more than éne month’s labour
<« pafled,, o | :
o B;afon.__ o -
the expence of two months additional fabou’r,. may
weftward beyond the extreme vergé of the mud-
unfinithed, the Engineer repoits it to be infuch a
to fupply the Engines. The banks of this bafon, it
tides in the prefent year, rifing, without any injury
the-expellation of thelr remaining permanent du-
L Of the Jnterior Canal nothiig eitaias to be

done but to remove a few loofe ftones at the bot-
tom, and to finih a fluice-gate at its weltern end:
D A this
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this 1aﬂ is fo far advanced, that the little time, ex-

ertion and expence; ‘that may be further requzrect '_
neéd fcarcely be mentioned. | -.

- This canal extends from the high water mark
where by. means of the fluice:gate it will commu. =
nicate with the bafon; eaftward to the mouth of the .
fubterranean tunnei next mentioned; its extreme
breadth at top is 40 feet, it has been: funk for the |
greateft part of its depth, which is 24 feet below
the low water line of the river, through’ folid, and
very,_difficult vock. Through the fluice-gate, water”
can be received or driven out at pleafure, as often as
the turbid ftate of the Schuylkill, or the foulnefs of
the canal orthe tunncls hereafter named, may res

qmre. \
Weﬁem Tunnel.

IV Of the Subtermﬂmn Tunnel, for conv‘eymg’ .
water from the eaft end of the interior canal into .
the lower {)art of the Engme well, the excavation '
~ ‘was completed fometime in September to the level .
of the canal bottom and into the Engine wel] T he'”
- arching of the open cut is nearly finifhed."

This Tunnel is in' ferm a broad oval, and the
heaght of fix feet its greateft diameter; from the
laft named canal to the rifing of the hill it was funk.
from the. furface of the ground (called open cut.
ting) to the level of the canal, for the whole length
(a little below the furface) through rock, and con-
- tinued through the rock under the hill to the En-
gine well; where the arched work (of the open cuts
ting) ends, at the rifing of the hill, a circular brick
wcll is conftrutted, rifing to the furface of the

ground, by which occaﬁonal aécefs mto the tun.n
nel is prevxded for. .
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Engme Welif* :

V The Engine Well, funk. f:om the top of the
Hill near the corner of ‘Chefnut and Schuyikxll
Front-ftreets, to the eaftern temunatlan of the wef-
tern tunnel between 48 and 49 feet in depth re-
mains to be Walled, its fituation prote&s it from
the froft, fo that its entire completion need not be
delayed on that account;. this well for 20 feet is alfo
through folid’ and dxﬂicult rock, it is expelted the
expence of walling it will not exceed 180 dollars.

VI. Except fome openings left for the placmg
and fixing of large timbers, the external walls of

the
Schuyikill Engms Houfe

are carried up to an height ready for raifing the
roof; an interior middle wall is lefs advanced: for
want of mafons, many of whom left this building,
‘and from other caufes during the late ficknefs it
: has been much retarded; the Engineer, however,
reports it to be in readinefs to receive the roof, the
joifts are nearly prepared for raifing, and ﬂnngles
are purchaled for covering in. As this is intend-.
ed to be a plain ftrong folid building, of 60 by so
feet in arep, nothing will be expended in internal
or external . ornament; the Engineer commends it as
remarkable for its foundnefs, and fays it reﬂe&s

wwwwww

has ali‘o at prefent the fupenngendance of all thc_
works Weﬁ: gf' this houfe. o |

Eaﬁ I' unnel

VII T he Suﬁtermnean ea/?ward chk c:rcuiar"
Tunnel of 1408 yards in length and 6 feet diame-
ter, its exterior fummit 3 feet under ground along
Chefput and Brogd«-ﬂreets, communicating at each

extretmty



extremity with the’ Schuylklll Engine Houfe ahd::?
the Engine Houfe in' thé center [quare, of excel. -
lent conftru&tion, unjted by a cement that acquires '
hardnels and fohdlty by water immerfion——is finifhs
ed—there remains however to be ‘conftruéted a
pump chamber at each end in the Engine Houfes,
which being under cover need not be delayed Qn
account of the weather.

Center-fquare Engine Houyfe. -

~ VIIL The circular wall of the Centerofquare En:

'gme Houfz is carried up about three-fifths of its ex-
treme height, of which the laft eight feet are cafed
.with marble: the quadrangular part is carried up
:only to the ﬁrﬁ floor with twa courfes of marble fet,
.the remaining fquare part of this houfe is prepared .
fo as to.be in readinefsfor continuation next Spring,
-and the Work theltered by. temporary theds. Mnch ;
- marbée is already cut for fetting.

. ‘By the defign of the Engineer, the lower part of.\_""-?
] ﬂus building ‘will be a fquare of fixty feet on each
fide, to the height of twenty-five feet, having por- "
ticoes on the eaft .and weft fides, lobbies on the
“north and fouth, andoffices at the four angles: out .
~of the center’ of its roofing, will rife the interior
‘circular wall of forty feet, to the height of fixty
feet, from the bafement line of the whole bmldmg,
’ termmatmg at top in a dome. -

This edifice, on account of its confpicuous fitu"
“ation, is defigned to be ornamental, as well as ufe-
 ful to the city; for placed as it is, afair ‘mark for
 the critic eye of tafte, it is not probable the Corpo
“ration would have been edfily pardoned by the pre
{ent age, or by pofterity, had they determm*ed to
place a homely mafs of building, in the beft fituated
| fquaz:e belongmg to the cmzens of Phtiadelphza ) and,;;

as,’

i
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as this houfe is intended to combmg ornament X
utility, it will neceffarily be more gx.penﬁve in con.
‘ftruction, than if it had been placed in any othex
fcite, where ornament might have been fpared: and

yet will not perhaps coft more than a cemmon build-
ing, if to the coft of fuch building were added

the price which. muft have been Rmd for aay eli-
glble lot.

Dxﬁrl.butmn.

IK In the purchafe of white oak iags, Emmg
into pipe and laying them in the ftreets, no great
progrefs is yet made. Could the difficulties “and
embaraffments which arofe from the deﬁcwm:y of
prompt refources have been forefeen, it might have
been more prudent and judicious to have deferred
what is termed the Diftribution part of the plan,
- until the next year. As this however was not the

‘cafe, the purchafe of white oak logs, as previoufly
ftated, was one of thefirft meafures urfued; the
Engmeer could not be acquamted mtﬁ all the per-
fons with whom he contraéted for logs, for though
he was diligent and careful in providing by fpecial
agreements for an ample fapply, moft of thofe
perfons difappointed him, by the failure of their
‘contralls, and the greater part obtained was by the
- purchafe of rafts, no doubt brought to market in
<confequence of public advertifement;: from the evi-
denc,es laid before the committee not more than
thirty. thoufand feet appear to. have been fupplied,
formmg, with allowance for butting, a quanuty not
exceeding matenally twenty thoufand feet of pipe;
of thefe were laid.in Chelnut and Mulbcrry-ﬂ:wets
between eight. and nine thoufand feet; the inten--
tion. of continuing thefe into the Center-fquare this
- feafon was fruftrated; for as pipes of the greateft
| vbore were reqpired in thefe ftrests,, there was not
. in the whole quantify a fufficiency of logs of fuitable

dlameter
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ﬂiameter for fuch plpes. Exertions were made for
obtaining a }arger fupply, but the alarm of dzfeafe
about that time, prevented further progrels in ‘thig
part of the bufinefs.  From the experience acquired
of what ‘can be done in this cxty, there is reafon to"
expe that the expence of this part of the fyftem,
by purfuing proper meafures, will be made lefs than |

the eftimate of fifty cents per foot.

Having thus ftated to you, from the beft evi.
denges in- the immediate poffefficn of the committee,

e

the amount of difburfements on the whole of the

~yorks, as they are now advanced, and a reprefen-
tation of . their fituation, which can be tefted for the

- will’ be .enabled . to, form as accurate a judgment,

'_}--Witheut fpecial eftimates made, which are {eldom
_perfe@tly correfpondent to the eventual expence, as
perhaps may be poffible, whether if the amount of

~the work done has not exceeded, - 80,000

the remaining parts lel coft more or .
lefa thdﬂ e om e e e 70,000:.3

makmg together the fum of | ',- Dollars 1 59,000

B gmafter: part by your own perfonal obfervation, you

_aﬂ'umed by the Souncﬁs as Iuﬂicwnt to compleat th?e‘ |

“whole.

 Proceeding now .on the data of the orlgmal eltimate,

with the allowance,.for excefs of expenditure, made by thé
Counqxls, and on this ground, therefore, retaining the fum’
of - - = Dollars 150,000 o

as. fuﬂic:ent to perfe& the whole fyﬁ:m, after de-

du&:ng : - - | 75’782 63

the fom which appeamto have been a&ually ex-
: pended, it remains to be enquired, firft, what
means exxﬁ and fecond, what further prtmﬁou o

" s

i to be m'ade, to meet the expencn of | ,  q4217 33

!:be remammg fum reqmred.
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The exifting means appear 20 bo—

T Thc b.-dancc of monies on hand on the o
2 3d of November inftant, which ﬂmuld be, i)a!.r 2,393 49

I The inllalmene of fubfcﬁpncn due and
grow;ng due, and likely to be paid,” - 9,59@ e

“HL The farplus of 12,006 dollars appm{m-
‘ated to pay the infereft, and redéem the principal-
of fubfcribed loans fay, appropriated;: xz,oaa, ;
of the loans not more than 68,000 dol-
lars _are paid and hkely to be paid, al- )
lowmg 18 momhs mtereﬁ thereon, at 6 R A
per cent, is * - - - 639
Remains the furplus of - = & - 5608 &
V. The nett furplus of the income arifing "
from tolls of the corporate bridge, whichis fome- -
what irregular and uncertain, but may be pretty .
{afely tuken for this year at - = - - e 1 8&0 @

.&;_:3/‘_3\:: T

l9:_396 49.

V. Thé tax colle&mg for thc water works, by
ordinance of sth. of Auguft 1799, wiz. 50,039
which is pledged for the payment of )
the principal and the intereft in the
firft mﬂance, are obtained by aloan'on : .
its credit in_ anddipation of 20,000 » zo,goo o

allow nine months interet” e
on d:tto, s - - gon]

| .\ - - - - B E . :Z_".
May remain of thistax = - - '« ':fg,-'ft‘a ﬁ’

Aﬂiﬁ%ﬁtmg the, above to be cﬂiment,f ther: wdl

be tc ov:Jed fqr m e e 25,73@ 89 '

. S A Cdaeay 38
But it muﬂ: be rcihembered that the 25,100 dol-
lars of the §0,000 dollars tax will probably not-be
colleted fo-as to be commanded in time for the exis
gency of. the prompt payments which will bé re-
quired, and in’ pretty much the fame fituation will:
be
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be any furtber tax. f@r the preceedmp' deﬁm&hcy o&}
255720 g9.

To obtain the command of neceflary me:mS‘ foxz
avoiding embaraﬁments, and making thofe prompt
payments; it is neceflary antlcxpaﬂons thould be ob. "
tained, or the completion of the works will be inevi:
tably much retarded, and carried on fo great dif’ j;
advantage in other reﬁm&s I good faith, asno
doubt will be the cafe, fhall be with the ﬁ‘n&eﬂ: at<
tention and inviolability obferved by the Corpora~ i
tion with thofe who have entered into perfonal re-:
Eonﬁblht y for the fervice of the city, and the Banks

all be made fenfible, by frequent and effe€tual pay-
ments, that adequate provifion is not only made,
bnt’-_nndevmtmgly applied to the fingle objet of re-
paying the monies ‘advanced in anticipation, there
18 room to' believe all the requifite facility of opera- -
tion cati be obtained by judicious, moderate and yet -
effeCtudl anticipations. This very effential facility
will unavoidably be accompanied with addigonal ex--
pence, and fhould be provided for, or there will be’
in the end a deficiency. Perhaps the allowance of
fwelve months intereft on' 20,000 dollars will be
fufficient, this will be Dollars, 15200 o
to whu:h add the foregomg deficit of 25,720 89

o . 26,920 8¢
And for the contmgencxes of any da: B
inages which-may poflibly happen to the
eanal bafon, or other of the works, it
the winter, before the feafon of work |
Q_m thc fpnng comes round, - 3,079 1L

Wll require a tax of . 30,060» o
| i
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In clofing this report, the Mayor and Committee
think it not improper to remark, ‘that though the
Eug;neer might have begen iﬁ{;} idnguine in his pr?:
fpect of going completely through all his works in
the prefent year, yet from the expedition and pre-
cifion -of juft ' movement in the :f-.ggffr_lyiﬁ’agie‘s of the
work, there is reafon to believe by far the greater
part, if not the whole, (fetting the Engines afide)
would  have been accomplithed before this time,
had there heen no difappointment in the/fupply of
logs and bad there been.# command of adequate

Tefpurces. =

Szg:;»ed by order, and on behdlf, qf -fbe“beﬁ'mittee,
~© ROBERT WHARTON, Mayor.
~ JOHN MILLER, jun® Chairman.

Novémber 24th. 1799,

The Mayor and Committee are happy in ansicunicing to the Councils,
that, whilll this report was printing, a confiderable portion of the two
Steam Engines arrived from New-York; and preparations are now mak-
ing for the erection of the one in the Center-fquare. And that, in cone
fequence of the perfonal attendance of N, I. Roofevelt in the city, they
have been enabled finaily to adjuft the terms of the leafe for the extra
power of the Schuylkill Engine. The contrad has been mutually execu~
ted; and.one copy thereof lodged with the Recorder  Anpother copy is
prefented with this report to each of the Councils to be filed among their
papets. _ - : . :

APPENDIX.
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PPENDIX

On the 30th. of July, the Committee appomted
to wait on the Prefident and Direors of the Uni- .,

ted States Bank, addreffed them on the occafion by%
the followmg Tetter*" -

s Preﬁdem: and Dlre&ers of the Bank of
“ the Umted States, .

- Gentlem’en, | |
«The: Corporation of this City anxious to pro- -
*.mote by every means within the compafs of their
s conftitutional powers any meafures which promife -
¢ Improwme:ht o the " health, convenience, and
¢, benefit 6f ‘their Fellow Citizens; and at the fame
£ time, cautious of pteﬁing with too heavy a hand |
< burthens on the city, while' recovering from the
« thocks of repeated diftrefs which in the laft ard
« preceding years muft have fo much exhaufted
“.gnd parralized the means and refources of many -
¢ of its inhabitants, have, among other meafures,
“.adopteda plan for the introdution of more whole-
“¢.fome water. ~ For the means to carry this plan in-
" ito execution they counted, pmncxpally, on volun-
““‘tary loans from their fellow citizens, on the terms
< of ample proyifion to enfure a punctuval payment
“ of intereft and pood fecurity for the ultimate re<*
¢ imburfement of fhe principal advanced. Ihe-
¢¢ Corporation were enceuraged to hope thefe means *
“ would be fully fufficient on a view of the popula-
“ tion of the city and the apparent {mall inconve- -
¢ nience to be fuftained by thofe citizens who could -
“ afford it in placing out at intereft, on unexcepti--
“ onable fecurity, a very fmall portion ot their ref-
“« pe&rve capitals. -

< The making provifion for a punctual payment
« of the intereft and gradual difcharge of the prin--
| S ~cipal«
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“ cxpal by a fmall annnal tix, aﬁé the mcreaﬁng
“ income of a light water rent, ‘where contempla-
¢ ted as likely to render the- weight ‘of the under-
¢ taking fcarcely perceptible, The fum deemed ne-

¢ ceffary to infure the’ aécompﬁﬂ;mcnt of the plan_
< is 150,000 dollars. "

“ Books ‘of fubfcnptmn 11 is well known have
% been opened'by Commiffioners appomtcd by or-
““ dinance. . They were opened at a time and under
“ circumftances uncommonly unfavourable. ' the
“Joan to the United States attracted a preference
“ from moft of our monied Citizens.. The plan
“ not being eo-incident with the views and interefts
“ of the Delaware and Schuylkill canal compa-
“ ny. met with the weight and influence of their
“ oppofition. Mfreprefentatwns not only of the

“ plan itfelf, but of its expence were induftrioufly
“circulated; and, independent of thefe, the ﬁulure
“ of fuccefs in mmpietmg the two canals, after the
¢ e‘cpendlture of large fums of money, difpofed
“ many of our valuable citizens to confider the
“ watering of the city asa projelt likely to have a-
“ fimilar termination, and threw ‘a damp on thexr
s¢ pubhc ipirit. -

- Under fuch unpropitious circumftances the
K¢ fubfﬁnpuon neverthelefs progreflfed in about fix
¢« weeks to nearly one half of the capital required,
¢ and- the Corporation were encouraged to com-
“ mence  the 'work under a perfuafion that the
¢« caufes-which had obftru@ed more efficient fub.
¢ feriptions would be removed by time, and the de-
« yvelopement of the plan in its execution, and an,
“ increafe of . fubfcrxptzons, would be experienced
« fufficient, with good management, to defray the
“ expences of great part of the work.

« Experience now has'proved the vain hope of
¥ teo much dependmg on the efficiency of fubfcrip..

tio1s.



KA

mns. Embar]* nents begin to be felt in-meet.,
“« Jng the weekly, demands of numerous laborers,
¢«’who muft be aid ‘the-inftalment payments of.
« fubfcnbers, even: 1£ pun&ually made, are fcarcely.
¢ fufficient to, relxwe from this. embarraffiment; n:
« a fhort time they muft be exhauﬁed and unlefs,
“ other provifion is promptly made, the works
“will be at a ftand, and after {o muéh has h.een
« done, the city fuﬂiam, in the fufpeuﬁen an mjury
“ of no triffing magnitude.

¢ The capital eftimated ameceﬂ’azy for completew
.« ly finifhing the water worf(s, by fome is thought;_
“ incompetent for-the obje@; to be accomplifhed for
s fum it is generally, allowed to be a great be-.
¥ mefit: acqu;rzd at a cheap purchafe; actual difbutfe-
nts, on, Ve cOnﬁdgzrabfe parts ‘of the work,
give. ample room for believing the original fum.
« -will not be. exceeded, but rather fome 1eafon tg;
« ¢ expett a ftill more fayourable iffue. "

“‘

_ Dofi’am.f
¢ "T'his ‘capital, as before mentmned, s - 150,000
-#¢.0f“which.has been fubfcribed on loan, agreea- S

f! bly w0 the terms.of the ordinance, 70o fhares at- |

. 109 dollars each, | is. wh,cn pald Up .= - . - 70,000

| Remams deficient 80,000
” ) C Dpllars,
8¢ Of the 15“0,000 dnllas., the dz&nbu -
¢ tion of water: througheut the city in.
% 104 co feet of pipe, eftimated at go |
¢ ¢ents per foot, forms apart; being . . §2,000
- Logs huve been purchafed and borcd S
* into pipe, and to prevent their {poiling -

- *ought to be laid under ground without

Rl lois of time, the quantity fomewhere | |

. n‘ear 30,000 tect, at-50° ccnts, is -~ - 1§,cc0

' 37,000
b 'I‘hough it would be'‘defirable to .h.ave the .
s¢ whole quaatity.of pipe laid this year, it is not ab-
* {olutely geceﬁ’g:y,‘ and the remaining 74,000 feet’

-
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* can, be d@ferre& until_the cnfumg yea;- before

“ the month of July, and may be provided for in
“¢ that 'year, ‘then fay as not rmmed‘fatﬁly ﬁi:ceﬁ'ary,

‘e }Mdué‘t 74,000 feet, at 50 cents, TR S 37’00‘..
“ Stz!l remains to be pmvlded fer i _ s 43,000

) “ By the ordin: wee for raifing fupﬂhes and mak-
A ing appropriations for the current year, 12,600 - L
*¢ dollars was appropriated for paying the’intereft

4% of 150,000 dollars.. As the loan fubfcribed does =
* not-exceed 70,000 dollars, the whole of this ap- =
A propriation will not be peceflary in the prefent

¥ year,'a part may with the firicteft proptiety beaps
te-phed to defraxymp; the expence of carrying onthe
Scwork,. ﬁ,l owmg twelve months interefi on 70,000-’? .
* dollars is 4200 dollurs and there will remain
2 Tur plas of 4,80c, which calla refource that may .
L bc mmmapded of - R T = 7,000 "

“ Eventual Deﬁclency .  - - - 36,099

-« 1o fupply this, the intereft and the credit of
* the city require the impofition of a tax; thereaps
# pears no other refoutce to be depended on; but
* with the moft vzgﬂant attention to its collcfhon,
¢ tax cannot be operative in fufhicient time to meet
“ current demands unlefs an ann(:lpatmg accommo-
£ dation can be obtained on its credit.

o By the Mayor and a ]omt committee of the
ke Selc& and Common Copncils unto whom is de-
“« legated the management of the plan for wammg
“ ihe city, we are Gc:*rxtknmn3 appointed to aicer-
¢ rain Wiether any fuch anticipating accommoda-
¢ tion can b¢ obtained.  On the benefits and con-
¢ veniencies to arife from a fuccefsfull execution of
“ the prefent works, and on the importance ‘of a
¢ trial as to the effe@ which may be produced on
¢ the temperature of our atmolphere in the hot
¢ fummer months, it will be unneceflary for us to ex-
< patiate with gent!emen of your o.\}ervatmn and
« mtelhgence. ‘We will therefore only fay, that en-
“ couraged by the evxdence of public Ipmt exhibi-

 ted



( 38 )

e tgd in your oﬁ'gr to loan 5000 dollars fbr 5 yeam_;
“ to the city, we are induced to afk, whether you
¢ cannot, with as little inconvenienc & effetually pro-
¢ mote the exertions of the corporation for comple-.-
“ ting the prefent important undertaking, by allows
¢ ing them an advance, from time to time, of fuch
“ fums of money as they may find neceflary, on
¢ the credit and in anticipation of a tax to be levi-
“ ed for the purpofe, in lieu of that loan.

“ We lay before you the copy of a bill propofed
* to be enalted into an ordinance, by which you
¢« will perceive that the monies which may arife'in -
“ virtue thergaf are not lo mix with any other mo-
¢ .nies of the city, but as: they are received to -be
epofited under your wicw, and to be applied to
0 purpofe whatever other than returning to you,
¢ from time 6 time, at fuch periods as your arrange-
£ ments may require, the whole amount then on
¢ hand, in re-imburfement for any anticipations.
#¢The Mayor it is intended fhall be authorized to
“¢ conform to arrangements you may find proper to

*# make, and under any form you may require. -
Lotiars

& The tax pmpc}fed to be ranfed cannot well be
“lefsthan - - - - 5c>,ooa :
++¢ Commiffions, abatements aud Ioﬂ'es are cn the_
s¢face of the duplicatés nfually eflimated at 124
¢ per cent. though they do not often rife to that
*¢ amount, at this rate of eftimate the deduction will =
iibé .. - - - -'.- PRI - - - - 6,250
c 42,750
¢ Jtis a duty we owe to ourfelves to be candid in
¢ ftating to you, that although only nine months
¢ are allowed to colletors to pay in and fettle the
< amount of their duplicates, yet long accuftom-
« gad habits and circumftances, too ftrong to be
“ yet controuled by exifting laws, will not allow us

¥ to depend on the entire colleclion of any tax in a
' lefs
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“ lefs time than 1§ or 18 months from the iffuing of
¢ the duplicate tax lifts; under' fome cxrcurnffaﬁces
“¢ two.years may elapfe before duphéams are enm-ea. |
¢ ly clofed; but while we are thu cautious that no- -
< thm from us may lead into‘efror "j_dipeptmn, |
« we think, from’ our knowledgé and’ eitpenence,
* we can fafe]y ftate, that generally two-thitd parts
¢ of a tax maybe pretty certainly cotnted on within
“ nine ‘months," and three-fourths of the ‘whole in
“ rwelve months, but, o make largﬁ:r ailowance,

“fay ﬁfxcen months. . e .
. e ﬂd&zﬁ‘

‘ “ On thefe premlfes t'nen it ma’y bc r&cafonably.;_ o e

“ mfcrred, that of . 43,750 dollars, there will, in all | r' e
«¢ probability,- on or before the expiration of 15 |
< months, be colle@ed at leaft R TR £ 1Y &)
« And of 36,000 (if within that time loans to: S

« that amount are obtained in anticipation) there

« will confequently remain to be re- 1mbmfed a fum PR
“totheamountof - - -+ - - 328K
< 36,000

% And to make good the pavment of thxs fmaﬂ
¢ Yalance of 3,288 dollars there will remain, of the S
« outftanding tax, the fill dett.vilve Cf 10383

¢ doHars.

« It will fully anfwer every good purpofe Qf ﬂ}c
$¢ corporation, and be more for th»n convenience
¢ and intereft to be accommodated mth an, antlc;--
¢ patlng Ioan at 4 perlods.. IR

g ceta e T .Z)offam

¢ Sav, for example, in Aug.z& with- o gooo”
in Septemberior O&ober QOCO

in O&teber or Noveme¥ ' ' goco

i November or Decewber 9o

. 36,000-

¢ Durmg and before the expiration of thofe pe‘i
“ nods, receipts of the tax would, from time to
< nme, be depoﬁted and in readmefs to make pay-

~ments
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;E-é:.gc m&nts in the order which'fhall be adhff’ted as moft
¢ convenient to the arrangements of Bank buﬁnefs%_;;'
5 and calculanon ' _

« We wait any commumcat:on you fhall be pIea..A:;
¢ fed to-make us on. thls fubjeét, and are, Gentle-

¥ men,
. “ Very refpeé’tfully', your Fiends.
(Signed) | '
: « ROBERT WHARTON
| ¢ JOHN MILLER, junr.
© ~ <« HENRY DRINKER, junr,
. «THOMASP. COPE.”

N In anfwer t¢ which apphcanon, the comrmttee re-
;;_'eeived the followmg refolution.
€. At a mesz‘mg of the Prefident dnd Direors of the
- ¢ Bank of the United States, on the 1. Auguft
- 1799,

« Refolved,

<« That this board will difcount the note of five

¢ or more members of the corporation (to be ap-

« proved of by this board) for the fum of twenty-

¢ thoufand- dollars, 'payable in ﬁxty days, in the-ﬁ

¢ ufual manner,

« THOMAS WILLING, Profident.

« Atteft.
“ G. SIMPSON Cafhier,”



IN ‘1797 aniaddrefs and ‘petition was prefented to
the Sele¢t and Common Councils, figned by an
unprecedented riumber of the moft refpectable Citi-
zens of Philadelphia, foliciting the Councils to in-
troduce water into the city. | L

It is thought unmeceflary, at this time, to publifh .
the addrefs at length. It remains on the files of
Councils, and may be examined by any perfon dif-
_pofed to take that trouble. - The following extraéts
are deemed fufficient to fhow the views and fenti-
ments of the petitioners. |

;‘ To the Select and Common Councils qf the city of
. Philadelphia.

“« The Addrefs and Petition of the Subferibers, free-
__ba!der.r and inbabitants of the faid City.

- % Fellow Citizens of the Corporation,
e WHILE the fufferings and diftrefs of our city,
¢ ‘occafioned by the late contagious ficknefs, conti-
«_nues frefh in our memory—while in the thort pe-
‘¢ riod of four years we cannot have wholly forgot-
«ten a former affliGtion of the like kind—nor the
“ numbers of our friends, relatives and neighbours,
“ whom we have to lament, as the mournful viGtims
¢ of both vifitations—and finally, while we are de-
voutly to acknowledge that kind ProviDENCE,
which fpared our own lives from the fhafts ‘of

F “ mortality

(14
€6’
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“foftality which “fléw thick dround us, and hath
f..‘-'-_,:__reﬁorad our city to its ufual ftate of health and
¢¢_profperity, we:ought not to'be unmindful of the
-« means which, under the favour of Heaven, may |

« appear the moﬁ ‘effetual to prevent or. mmgate :
¢ the return of the like calamities. .

“ In this great work .we hope the Corporation .
« will confider it as their duty to take the lcad, not '
only as partlcularly interefted—<but as havmg the .
" means in their power.-—-—For it feems demonftra~
¢ ble, that the lofs to the city in a fingle vifitation -
. of this contagious-difeafe (if it could be prevent-
-%ed or: gmatly allayed by cleanlinefs'and a'copious
i ly. :;atfsr, nat te mention thefe of water
Hig or. g the devaftation of fire)
the. «capital neceflary to in~
: ) perpetuity; even it no in-
tereft were to acerue (on the capltal to be expen-
ed ) for .the ufe of .the water in families.

%6 It appears from the ftatement in the Governor's
addrefs, that even in the late ficknefs the inci.
tal or‘extra expence of the health-office, the
giftative grant, and other contributions for the
“. poor, amounted to forty-two thoufand dollars,
¢ ‘arid- the lofs arifing’ from two or-three months
":"f%fpenﬁoﬁ of 'our commerce, of mechanical and
rr mamifa&urmg bufinefs, the expence of the mul- .
¢ titude of families,by which near half of the city -
‘¢ was evacuated, not to.{peak of the ineftimable
% Jofs of at leaﬂ: one: thoufand valuable citizens,
% who fell vi&tims to the difeafe, ma,y more eafily -
‘% be imagined than accurately calculated—Add to-
- this the immenfe lofs often expericnced from fire
“ when but only a few houfes are:confumed, and.
- ¢ 'what tmght be the lofs from a more extended
#¢ conflagration, for want of a readyiuyply of water,
ced hardly be mentioned.~— = -

“ Your
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- % Your petitioners, therefore, earneftly requeft, -

@ That the Corporation, as Fathers of the Czty,
% a5 Guardians of the Poor, and the health and pre-
s foerity of their Fellow Citizens in general, will gake
s the premifes into their immediate, wife and effec-
¢ tual confideration—in doing which your petition-
 ers wilh to frengthen your refelutions, by declar-
“ ing, That, as far as tht.y can collect the {entiments
¢ of their fellowpmnzens in general, there is n0 0b-
8¢ felt of -ufe.or ornament.to which;a Zzé:em! ‘propor-
ion of the city Funds:.can be more acceptably
% aoplied than to the- prefent, even if no return of
intereft on the capital were to be expe&cd —

© & YWe, therefore, have a full confidence in the
« patriotifm of thofe whom we addrefs, that fpee
and effettual means to accomphifh the objet of
% our w1{hcs will be devifed and purfueﬁ ?
. . |
It would be Well if fome Gentlemen, who ire
,liberal in cenfuring their reprefentatwe% in Councils
.for laying a tax to introduce water into the. it
“would compare their prefent conduét with their for-
mer reprefentations and profeffions. It might tend’ to
reconcile them to meafures which they themfclves
- urged by the moit powerful ar r..s_uments_ and pl&dfres
- of fupport. - -

Let the candid Reqderﬁperufe thzs document and
‘declare, whether Councils would have: Ju[}’lﬁed the
K expe&atmns of their Fellow Citizens——difcharged
- their- duty to th&:m;elve&msr the truit repoﬁ,d in
them by Qﬁher%-—-had they not undertaken this im-
ortant work. - “They have undertaken it—and, “as
mdiwdua]s, muft contribute their {hare of the éx-
pence, but, asa confiderable portion of the time and

- gttention of many of .the members are neceflarily
eﬁgaged in; this Iervxce, thhout any pecuniary re-
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compence, or the moft diftant idea of private emo-
lument—have they not the moft cogent and reafon-
: able claims—the m@ﬁ uzzdoubted and legitimate
, to expel the countenance and ﬂzpport of
e ery man who has ;-:afy Jnf‘c reo*ard to the welfare
and profperity of ‘ot city? -

Called on in the moft perfuafive language, by an
appeal to their feelings—their juftice—and their
patriotifm=~to devile and purfue means for obtain-
ing an interefling objett—Is it generous—is it juft
—can it be believed—that, after having complied
‘with the wifhes of their conftituents, by embarking
ina p]an maturely digefted, and economically and

y,purfued, they thould at laft be left to
’mbarraifments for want of efficient




