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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA o =~

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ‘ /l ,Jq
CITY HALL

From: The Bimtor‘a Offices

1‘_
Tos ¥r. Dudley T. Corning, Chief, \
Bureau of Highways & Street Cleaning.
Hre Jolm: H. Neeson, m’f.
Burean of Engineering, Swrveys & Zoning.
Wy, Seth He Van Loan, Chief,
Bursau of Water.
re Foward We Hurpby. chiﬂf.
Bureau of City Property.
Hr. Trederick B. Lysle, Chief,
Bureau of Lighting & Cas.
Y¥r, Poter J. Cawnaugh, chief,
Burenu of Mechaniocal Raquipment,

Subject: REPORT OF ANHUAL PROCEEDINCS FOR 1938
Pollowing i3 cooy of o latiter received from the
¥ayorts Office under date of Janmary 6, 1939:

"apticle III, Section 4 (e¢) of the Aet of June 25, 1519,
the ity Charter, reads:

"rhe soveral heads of departments, the Zoning Comrission,

the City Planning Commission, and the Art Jury shall
present to the Hayor, mny on or baforo the first
Monday of Psbruary, & report of their proceedings during
the preceding year, and he shall tranemit the same to
the Couneil, with any recommendations he may think prover
to uh."

%Will you kindly ferward this report, in dupliecate, to
. this office not later than January 30, 1939,




BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS ARD ZONING

ds He NEFSON, Ghief Engineor and Survoyer
ANNUAL REPORT - 1938

construction, investigation and reports. The construction nctivities
se new City bridges; participation, with the railroads entering the City, in
the elimination of grade orossings and reilroad improvements; the construction of
sewers and drainage struetures, and such additiomal operations as may be assigned;
plans for strect improvements and other classes of eonstruction are prepared for
out, under contraet by cther bureaus and departments. The routine duties
the control and operation of a laboratory for the physical and chemieal
testing of materials entering into construction and also the supplies purchased
for the maintenance and cperation of the verious City institutions and plants,
the issusnce of permits for commections to the draimage systemj the investigatiom
and control of trade wastes, the investigation of drainage and flooding complaintsy
the and epproval of applications for hl‘hl{ occupation by publis utilities
to the Higlway Supervisors; the checking and approval of structural des submitted
the work of railroad, utilities and private interests; regulating restrieting
height, looations, size, bulk and use of buildings of land, in the City; and
gnl engineering investigations of various projects affeeting the interests of
city. ' -

|
'ﬁ The Bureau of Engine Surveys and Zoming has funeti ‘
@ Dy e Engineering, ye ng has ons comprising J‘M‘r-?u-g

The Bureau of IEngineering, and Zoning, also comprises the Board of
Surveyors who are the developers of City Plan and the official megsurerers of
real estate and of the queantities of work dome and materials furnished under contract
for the City eemstruction work; they also furnish the lines and grades for construction
operations within the highways of the City; the registering of land deeds and the
recording of transfers of property are alse funotions of the Bureau.

The work of the SURVEY DISTRICTS is outlined as follows:

1078 STAKED: « for building purposes, @60ese o o o o o o ¢ o ¢ 5 4 » o » 1,689
groades furnished for now bulldings o« ¢ o ¢ ¢ o s o o o & 8,280 1lin.f%,
CONVEYANCE: « properties surveyed, plans and desoriptions « « « « « « o 3,062
FARM BURVEYE = 4 o o o # & o ¢ 68 8 ¢ o % 4 4 s 5 o 6 6 ¢ % « 5 8 & 80 286 acres
MISCELLANEOUS SURVEYS « made or staked « o « s ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 0 v @ 187
CURB REGULATIONS = inlhdiu curb measured and certif e 0 % & 8 8 0 e '.I.Bl.ﬂ'f lin.f%,
Mmlm:::;tid.;--so.--..- ::: &
FOOTWAYS « pavisg.or repaving measured s e s v e s e B 8q.y08,
ourb and footways assesament bills ® 8 8 8 8 8 0 0 @ 267
ALLEYS AND DRIVEWAYS « plans for repaving and paving,lines & grades. . . 156,925 lin.ft,
. paving or repaving measured and certified . . . « 46,447 sq.yds
assesement bills prepared ¢« ¢ « o ¢ ¢ 5 v v 5 @ 5,729
SMMIWPM(WUCO)-IOH&M... 8 6 8 8 8 8 8 8 & 8 0 397
ARCHITECT PLANS o o # o o 5 o ¢ 9 8 9 o 0 0 & 2 86 0 0 0 0 0 000050 42
WHARF PLANS » Pland eand surveys (4), lines furnished for « « » o » o o o 100 1lin.ft
MISCELLANEOUS PLANE & » o » # 8 2 8 8 ¢ & ¢ 3 o« 8 9 % s » » a 8 5 0 0 @ 314
CITY PLANS = small oity plans prepared(37); sestiomal city plans pre- PR
B » 8

for new & revised sectional plansy housing
plans, obto.s and covered by stoning or restoning + ¢ « « » 1,064 acres
Momunonbts 80b OF YOE0t . s & ¢ 9 s o 4 8 3 4 8 s 88w s 160
. hﬂh-mhmm;muwhmn...o.....805.49011n.ﬂ
.- Reports on City Plan changes; deeds, releases, oto., and
deseription prepared for deeds of dedication + ¢ o ¢ o » 122

{ : s 2"?3%

M(G):oqlhddirphupoplrd(u)....o-
acres surveyed



LAW PLANS « prepared for Board of View; wvarious legal purposes , .
PASSENGER RAILNAYS - streets coveredj lines and grades furnished .
UTILITY COMPANIES « streets covered; lines and gradesj report on
applications for fo locations . .
BRIDGES - IMIHN”W(RPM L T
DRATHAGE » preliminary surveys and plans made for sewers (58)
llnltlllpldllm-.......-..o
trench excavation and masonry measured .« « « o o »
Inlots stalkkod & « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o 4 ¢ 6 ¢ 6 0 s 0 0 0
lateral pipe and inlet conneotions measured « « o o « o
Plans of constructed sewers & appurtenaneces prepared (38)
Assecsment Dills prepared o« « ¢« o o o s ¢ 4 0 o s 0 0 6 o 0
WATER PIFE ~plans prepared for Water Bureau and water companies (136).
lines and grodes furnished o o o o ¢ 0o 2 9 0 0 0 9 0 0 ¢ o
Lines & grades for fire hydrants (15); reports eon grades

of strects for water pipe to be laid (43)
Assessment bills prepared .
CURRENT ESTINMATES o o o o« o o s ¢ o » S I
REPORTS - Street openings; street 3 including plans and
estimates; mandamus certifiocatesy Chief Engineer reports;
MiBCollanoOuUE « o o o ¢« ¢ s ¢ & 6 6 8 0 4w e e
LIENS = Deseriptions prepared for any Department or Bureau « « « + »
ZONING « Properties for Board of Adjustment or Road Day notices
m-muemumwu.mwmw.....
MISCELLANEOUS - MMdMMpm.a...-.-...
Lin.feet of Tines wnd pvace, orose
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bare linew, curb

Mlescellaneous SUFVEYS o o o & & « 5 8 & & 4 ¢ & 8 0 8 4 00 a0
Proliminary estimates for paving - Housing Projests « +{3)e o o+ ¢
Plans & Profiles plotted for surb grade revisiom, Housing Project
Grading estimate « FI11 o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o 0 s 060 00000 a0

Rumways, Airport - stakes for paving, curbing, grading, econduits,

: drainage ditches, sewers, gutters, pipes,
I‘!MNM’.”.MMM.M « o o
’ - wgrading MoAsuUred + ¢ o s ¢ 8 v 0 s 4 00w
" L - a estlmated < ¢ o 0 5 ¢ 0 0 6 a s 0 0 o
» b ~paving estimabod o o« o ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o 2 0 o 0 s 0
GRADING = Plans and preliminary estimates, imel, country roads (35)s »
Mldfmmc_oéoa- I I R T
Ih.ﬁttfmm s e ads e e e e e
w;‘m’-mso”iloilorluiitissotlll
PAVING w !’humd 'm lm 8 « o 0 8 0
Square yards measured and and cortified ¢« « ¢ o ¢ 4 0 5 065 0 0 0
Linoar foot of stroot 6overed « « s o o o ¢ 0 6 s s 5 0 s 0 o
Linos and grodes furnished o o ¢ ¢ ¢ # ¢ ¢ ¢ o 0 ¢ o 0 ¢ 0 o
Assessment bills prepared 4 o « ¢ « s 5 ¢ ¢+ 0 0 8 a0 s 0 0
REPAVING = Plans prepared for repaving, incl, country roads (15) « « «
Square yards measured P e s s s e s
Lincer foet stroet covered . « « s # ¢« » o 2 8 0 o o & 0 0
Lincs and grades furndshed o o ¢ » o ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢ o ¢ 0 0 0 o
COMPLETED CONTRACTS « Main and bronch Sewors + « « » o o ¢ o # ¢ » o &
Private soewers and drains, ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 ¢ 0 o
Greding « ¢« e ¢ s ¢ s s s s 0 00000000
Paving and T )
mlﬂmm.---on.oooa-
Totel CoBES 4 ¢ s s ¢ ¢ 9 2 ¢ o »
« s 5 8 08 * 80 0

Dmmc!mrim....-i:....-..

80
77,859 lin.f't,
4,686 lin.ft.

300

z.m 11‘!“.
51,208 lin.ft.
35,586 lin.ft,.
l’l.ﬂ ou.yds,

128

11,362 lin.f't.
u.ug lin.ft.
(]

218,477 lin.ft.

42,610 lin.ft.

1,309
37
13
2,982

wostions,
hedghts, pertivy lots snd aress, levels,¥.P.A.srojects aa.n: 1lin.f%

75,783 sq.yds
£,400 Lin.ft
18,045 cu.yds

205,697 lin.ft
212,849 cu.yds
287,500 ou.yds
182,069 sqe.yds

21,139

411,088 cu,yds

45,549 lin.f¢
86,389 lin.ft
16,885 lin.ft
20,717 sq.yds
l 884 lh-ﬁ
'M.b‘" lin,ft
20
16,090 lin.ft
61,063 sq.yde
24,387 lin.ft
49,316 lin.f%
$318,207,00
$41,491,00
$182,099,00

:!.u.ao.oo
$30,800,00

§1,252,052,00

$74,241.10

3-1493¢



TRAFFIC « Reports on complaintsy counts madej investigations of coe
ordinated signal lights) lavestigations of single
l@lm..l-.otoo‘.oooo.-cccouo 1.“‘

THE PLANS AND REGISTRY DIVISION « A drop of about 10% is shom in the
Tumber of reglstry ontries, s ¢

: : s 28 against the 1957 report, The serviee to
the publie, as measured by the nusber of books emamined, increased slightly,

there being 197,000 books handed out dwring the year., The work of remewing
road pecord atlases was speeded up with the help of the WPA Land Use Map Project;
and work was started on the preparation of several plans showing C

ity Plan chenges
and land subedivisions, the most importaunt of which wes the study for the new
design of the Roosevelt Boulevard from Oxford Cirele to ek Cirole, This
work was cccasiomed by the proposed reconstruction of the B by the State
Highway Departmemt, and consisted of a new eross-sectiom, provision for new openings
and olosing of old openings, and the replanning of adjacent streets, This work wes

in eonjunction with the District Surveyors and the Iraffic Engineer's offlce.
Also, the grades of the new roadways were fixed, together with the location of new
drainage struetures, Flans are also under way for similar improvement of the
Bouleverd between Oxford Cirele and Broad Street,

Detalled Summarys
Transffors Plotted o o o o ¢ o o % ¢ ¢ 8 5 8 5 8 0 0 0000000000 435,128
lots Plotted o o o s o # o o ¢ 0 ¢ 5 8. 0 2 86 4 8 8 4 8900 s 2,926
Certificates of re owners lesued o publie . o o 4 4« 4 v s . 33
Gertifiontes of reglsterod ownmers issued to Law Department « « o o o » 41
Plan books examined by the public and of 104818 & o o o o o ¢ ¢ » « » o 197,460
Deseriptions F11od . o o % v 9 2 ¢ ¢ o s 9 3 s s 2 s o 0 s 0 00400 ‘0.“1
kawiﬂlmfiMMMhM(hehslw) t-tonnooooozgmgm
ﬁtlﬂMMphlb’Ole..-,oa-n-n--o-o--o ".."
Cortificntes of street openings issued to City Departments « « ¢ o o o 110
Misoellaneous plane drawn for City departments o o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 36
Mocellunoous roeeipls o o ¢ ¢« o ¢ s # ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 60 0 0 0 0 4 400 00 §72.50
mn#mmﬂhd.......o..o-.-.... 8
Streots opened by affidavits « ¢ ¢« ¢« s 0 ¢ s s 0 0 5.0 0 0 0 s 00 0 6
City Plans ordered « « v« o o ¢ ¢ s o s s 6§ o s 000000000 28
Confirmed Clby plams filed . o ¢ ¢ s s s s s s s 00 0 0 000000 23
Jury Plans ordered « o ¢ ¢ 9.9 s s 6 ¢ 2 2 0 0 s 000004600000 2
WW“MPMfimcnn--ot-couo.too.c' 9
Plans filed ¢« ¢« ¢« s s ¢ 4 ¢ 9 8 00 00 000088 80900000 2
Streots opened by ordinance + « » s e 0.0 ¢ s s 0 0 0 s 00000000 -
Street opening filod & o s s 6 s s s 2 0 0 0 0 s 0 0 000w -
Deeds of cation £filed 4 o o o ¢ 5 v 5 ¢ 0 4 ¢ s 8 2 8 0 08 00 s 27
” » g ) S " 6 % 8 8 8 B P B E NSRS e 32
Releases of abubbing owners filed « ¢ « o ¢ s 0 s 0 ¢ s 0 s 0 s 0 s 0 o 2
» ® » " recorded o« 4 e v e e v s e s 0 e 5}
Mﬂnnﬁmdo&mﬂm S 8 % 8 % 68 8 B R 68 s e .3107‘
Plans losned Oub o o o s ¢ o 9 9 96 4 35 4 ¢ 0608068000000 430
Uull‘llﬂ,M!mm "R R EE N R R R -
oummrzfuo-uoo--;l;nso-.oono-o-_on 18
“Whﬁl m.’r‘m s 8 5 8 8 8 w80 s s -
m,.llpﬂﬂmgﬂ'wm vision, ¢ o 4 ¢ 4 5 6 0 8 0 0 s e e 151
In Court o a ¢ o ¢ ¢ o s 9 ¢ 0 6 0 a0 008 0000000 8l
Amount of witness fees collected o « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 ¢ 0 s 8 0 0 v 00 0w $228,56

- 1938



ZONING DIVISION: « There has been & decresse of about 164 in the aectivities of

siom, carried om by & diminished persomnel. The various activities
of the Division are cutlined in the following tables

: %
1857 1858 Decrease Inorease

Number of requests for information « « + ¢ « « 22,688 17,936 20,7
Fumber of applications filed « « ¢ o o o o o ¢ 10,564 8,754 16,2
Thamber of ‘“ Pormits issued M WY e 5.'13 ‘.“9 21,4
Hurber of Use Registration Permits issusd, . » 2,185 2,000 843
Number of Rferemces to Board of Adjustment . . 266 244 8,2
Number of Applications stamped "Permit not Required"4607 4,143 11.1
Number of Z PM“Mto.tcoo 944 763 20.2
Wumber of Use Registration Permits refused . . 804 827 _ 2,80
Yumber of refusale appésded to Bosrd of Adjustmemt 1228 1,142 8.5
Humbey of INSpections o « « ¢« ¢ o 0 ¢ ¢ 5 » » 951 873 6.2
Number of Complaints investigated: « ¢ « s « » 141 228 60.2
Humber of Vouchers is8sued o o v o ¢ s ¢ » o & 4,881 5,489 17.9
Amount of Mmiph N N L “‘.ulc 1?.”50 18,8
Number of true copies of applieations eerii-

fied for B of Ay o o o o« 1,332 ' 1,261 6.1
Humber of sign applications (Higlway) scted wpém 1,212 721 40,5
Number of deseriptions, for Distriet Classi.

fiontion ehanges made for Board of Adjustment 114 28 14,
Number of Letters to Fire Marshall for his _
approvel or disapproval of uses + + « « 154 228 48,1
Number of changes of Zoning Maps made by Ordine
mdﬂmn...o......-. 66 62 Ge

Number oning Maps proposed by

El
i
s

ouncil s « o s o v v o » 118

148
WePohy LAND USE PROJECT 5133« Work was started on the making of a Land Use Map
Use on each parcel of ground in the Cityy also

the making of & map t> show the logal and physical status of each street in the City)
and about 3474 of the work has been completed,

DESIGH DIVISION: » The work of the Design Division included the design and cone
sewers at 76 locations, of which 37 were for construction at

Construotion plans and estimates were prepared for work at the 5., Davis ¥Wilson
Adrport, comprising the Reeord Airfield Plan, stormater drainage and detall drainage
plans, loeation showing propesed vehisular tmmel, grading and drainage of Ne. 1 Rumiay,
location of mew temporary Administration Building, relocatiom of railroad linmes By
agreement, pavement grades end drainage studies for the Administration Bullding and

Studies and preliminary estimates were made for drainage extensions and
sorrections at 56 locations, amd for Lridges at 9 loeations. In mdditiom, plans
prepared by contractors and by Railroed Companies for bridge structures at § locations
were checked for design, strength and cost,

Private plans for marquees and canopies were checked for design and strangth
before permits were granted to 13 locations,

- 5-193¢



Permit applications made by Publie Utility Companies for ocoupation of space
in the higlweys were investigated and checked to the total of 714, _

Miscellaneous routine operations involved the study and report on & number
of retaining wall gorrections on private property, drivewsy conditioms, traffie
relief and higlhway interferences, capacity of stormwater culverts and drainage
waterways, Also the preparation of specifications, proposal forms, record sheets,
procedure forme and the mimeographing of seame for various Departments and Bureaus
and for the City partleipation in the projects of the Works Progress Administration,

D D During the year 1988, contracts were entered inte for ome
sewer m sewers, which, together with the completion of seven
sewers at privete cegt, and drainage structures bullt under the sewage disposal

project, made & total inorease of 2,04 miles o the draimage nyn- of the City,

At the end of 1938, there was & totel of 1,791,47 miles of sewers completed
within the 1intts of the City of Pdladelphin.

o ] .
obmpleted year, s distanse of appreximately 1,060 feet. The ocontract is
limited %o ma,aoo.oo.

BRIDGE CONTRACT WORK:

MILL ROAD (71st Street) OVER COBBES CREEKs - This bridge is ecomposed of stee
gtﬁw:m&dhcmﬁowiﬂ:ﬂmhﬂnmaﬂh“fﬂl%acw
width end 51 feect long between bearings. Approaches are included in the contract.
Work was in 1957, and completed this year, The Sotal cost amounted %o
m.ou.-.mrermﬂmpuwn-mom

SEWAGE DISPOSAL - omqt for Intersepting Chambers and
work to eomnect m Creek Low Level Gollecting Sewer and So the
Lower Frankford Creek Collecting Mr.nwn! inte during 1937,wes
completed this year, mm-euwurnmmmmmum
a;huhamthmmWWkﬂm The total cost was
» Te .

3

-

FERIIT DIVISIONI- ok
' Pormits o « s s o s ¢ s 8 8 s 6 0 s s 0 o0 900000 bl6
emnzmmu-u;h-ym.“..l.m
" double " @ e s 8 @ 194
msmhnnuumnu.u
sommections, . « 139
Special inspections %o SOWersS & o« o s s o o 86
m&wm.......l.ui
Total plans £iled « o o o o ¢ o ¢ o & o o » 30
Inspectors' DIaries ¢ « ¢« s ¢ » o ¢ s o o ¢ 18

General routine of the office - Information daily to architects, builders,
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title men, plumbers and assignments o two inspectors.
There 48 & dearonse in Permits and Reseipts for 1958, due to labor trouble,
Total Reseivts - $14,856,.84,

% The General Plans unit, which develops the City Plan and
0es re work of the Dopartment of Publie Works, prepered durimg the
year, in addition to mmbrous plaming studies, & wide variety of special plans
and field work in commeotion with importent munmleipal events, and eollected eome
siderable data upoun various phazes of planning and prepared many maps and charts
for use in answsring inquiries from other sities and countries, The rou-m;
illustrates the tno of work done Yy th:l-nivialnl

mmmmmwwmammnmumuumw

Spot Map owdmnd’ in all survey districts by mile zones.

Map of Phila, showing eity streets in Fhi on Perma, State

M“MWMimﬁndwmﬂmﬁhmhh*ﬂr

mamﬂwmmmmam.

Plans exhibits prepared, assemb arranged ian exhibition space for
Federal Housing Administration exhibition held in Commercial Maseum,

hporm.uxmmtml.mnm.mnm. seaplane base

& and rall and marine losutions, RN

Plan nﬁmmmmwmow Fairmount Park, showing

conditions, buildings, momuments, hnuuphg, ete.

Revised Ward Map of Philadelphia,

Sample Tex liaps and Index Map for use by Board of Revision of Taxes Study in
establishing new methods for resording property assensments per front
fmumﬂphno

Chart of Sheriff Sales in Phlladelphia, 1920 %o 1933,

MuludtmllwmraruuhBMMthwrdephh,amhot
the Works Progress Administretion land Use Project 18313,

Many mizcellaneous phqu studies were prepared, assamblod and revised,

1958 oconsisted of chemioal and physioal testing
maintenance in acscordensce with thelr respective
nnlﬂ.uttu rmm as submitted by the warious City departmonts snd bureaus;
investigation of materials proposed for use on City combracts and on verious failures;
formilation and rovision of specification consulting servicej inspections, sempling
and sample collection.

Efficiency sbtandard on all work is maintained at the highest possible lovel
by virtue of the laboratory's commection with sbandard organisations of national
ropute, The laboratory has direct contact with the American Soclety for Testing
nmmu helding membership on four of its najor and seven of its subecommittoes,
m«mamazyauamsmmh its standards and test methods
for materials, The City sdopts snd uses many of the standardspublished by this
Scelety.

Periodic cooporative tests were performed with verious laboratorles of recoge
nized standing to establish the efficieney ratic between the same; the importance
of this is that many of these laboratories are allied with business comcerns who
sell their produsts to the City.

Mmy investigations were performed for the various branches of the City service,
including the Blestrieal Buresu, Department of Supplics and Purchases, Depariment of
City Trensit, and Pire Marshall,

g o 72-143%
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Tests were made during the year to a total nuwber of 4,544, distributed
as followst

Department of City Transit 378
Department of Publio Health 321
Department of Fublic Safety 234
Department of Public Welfere 640
Department of Fublie Vorks 23856
Department of Supplies & Purchases 693
Department of Wharves, Dooks & Ferries 17

WORKS PROGRESS 18 IONs~ The Bureau comtinued to be the olearing house for
s Pe A, eots, Engineer, as of the Mayor's Committee,
approved and forwarded 120 projects, providing employment for approximately 20,000
persons this year. HNumerous projects were tentatively proposed, covering almest
every phase of mmielpal functiomal activities, including new construction; rehabile
itation and repairs to structures; extensions to plants for increased efficlenay in
operation; revivel of maintenance work deferred because of inadequate appropriations;
and surveys under the heading of White Collar Projects, covering such things as
traffic eounts; data relating to housing conditions; investigation of fire hazards;
boller and elevator inspectiony compilation of information as to conditions in
City institutions, notably those having to do with the operstion of the Departments
of Publie Health and Public Welfare; preparation of plans and specifications after
architectural surveys for comstruction of new City institutions or extensive improve-
ments and repairs to existing ones. Generally speaking, these were the principal
classifications of W.P.A Projects, but included among them were all of the activities
that normally comstitute the proper operstion of & municipality, For all, there was
need of Federal ald and cooperation, Because of the depressed fimeancial condition
of the City, and enforeed retrenchment which first began to develop in 1850, upkeep
and maintenance work of various City units had been deferred. The opportunity to
participate in Federal Aid grants has, therefore, been of comsiderable bemefit to
the City end its taxpayers, in addition to giving work to the unemployed, These
projects, which have been operating comtinuously throughout the year, have contributed
to the social and economic welfare of the City.

All of the work imeldent to the preparation of the projects, insofar as the
expenditure of the City's spomsoring contributions is concerned, is under the supere
vision of the ACCOUNTING AEPORTING DIVISION of the Bureau, This work has
consisted of the tion of Tunds for materials and supplies, preparation of
proposals and requisitions, supervision of the delivery of materiasls for various
approved projects, This Division maintains separate accounts for all records in
commection with the disbursement of the fund made available by City Coumcil, The

tion of the Division has been successfully carried on with a personnel 50% less

the immediately preceding years, and, in addition, 1t has performed all other
normal funetions of dispemsing and accounting for various appropriations made to the
Bureau for payrells and supplies, the maintensnce of persomnel and other records,

Through the subsidiaries of the Federal Emergency Relief Act, prinei
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION, designed to give lmmediate relief to the unemployed
in public works and related aotivities not requiring extensive plans or preparation,
the City benefited in the completing of several minor public works improvements of
noticeably useful value,

T : ¥ 1437




Attention 1s particularly ealled to the following projects:

Repairs to buildings and improvements to grounds at the Philadelphia Hospital
for Mental Diseases; House of Correction and the Philadelphia
Genaral Hospital,

Improvement to the Municipel Pumping Stations and Pilter Plants at Belmomt,
Shawmont, Torresdale and Queen Lane.

Improvement to the City Reereational Cemters and swimming pools.
Construction of rumsays - 5, Davis Wilson Alrport.

In general, it might be saill that the year 1938, as a result of the
activities inmugurated by the present Administration with funds made available
by City Coumeil for the purchase of materials and supplies, and lsbor payrolls

by the Federal Covermment, shows continued progress has beem made in
restoring City structures, in the rehabilitation of worn-out official records,
mhmmum.mummugmmm.
Continuation of these efforts eammot help but have an obvious influence on the
condition of mmieipal structures long ewaiting repairs because of lack of suf-
ficient funds, The so-called White Collar Projects will, also, if carried %o
completion, develop such date and information of imtrinsic and worthwhile velue
to the Department in formulating plans for carrying out future policles that
their work muet result in more efficient, comvenient and satisfactory service to
. the taxpayers,

Respectfully submitted,

Js He NHeeson,
Chief Enginesr and Surveyors

BESZePSF 1 MET
1-27=39
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Pormit applieations mede by Public Utility Compamies for ccoupetion of space
in the higlwmys were investigated amd cheocked %o the totsl of 714, as followss

Philadelphia Cas Works 320
Bell Telephons Company 89
Fhiladelphia Eleetrie 54
o " m(m) 3
Keystone Telephone Company 8
m:h?hhh Rapid Transit Company iuﬂdﬁ) 5
" » " tracks) 27

Reading 1
Permsylvenia Raijroad 2
Burean of Ingimeering, Surveys & Zoming 56
Bureau of Water 79
Hiscellaneous 50

Total - - T

procedure nimeogrephing
and for the City participation in the projects of the Works Progress

GRADE CROSSING DIVISION:
drawings - grade erossing elimimation - Ashburner Street
~ over Penmsylvania Railroad.
maﬂmw-wmnm-wmﬂu
Pennsylvania Railread.
Final cheok of contract drawings - grade crossing elimimation - Avenue
over Reading Rallroad, 20th end 2 Streets,
Mdtﬂphﬂmlﬂmlﬂqﬂc-gﬂomh-uﬂm-
Mit, Alry Avenue over Reading Rallroad,

DRAINAGE DIVISICH®= thlﬂ.m&uﬁummmrwm
SaTn Sower 8ne 5Ix branch sewers, which, together with the completiom of seven
m.tpmummmwmmtmcmm
mw.mgmwxz.mmumwmameﬁy.

Ltmﬂdm.tm-mnwhldl,”I."ﬂhndmmm
within the limits of the City of Philadelphia,

4'8‘ x .: ) . 7 e GO & 90 X T o
mmgmm Work was started in 1937, end completed this year
at a cost 2598444,

Hasbrook Street from Cottman Avenue of nuuttudth sewer
:r'.: rl:: S . '1! ; :‘-q.‘... \—::-: : I-I—w r—‘ = b1

crifiec

wmym,aasmmdwal.mrm The contract is
limited o §156,000.00.

!-__ugcmlms mmsmmimem-m.- This bridge
1s ecomposed of steel girders enc one masonry, snd is

=5= 10-193¢



4¢ feet J inches eclear width and 51 feet long between bearings. Approaches are
included in the ecomtract. Work was started in 1937, and comploted this year, The
tohlooﬂmhdhﬂl.ﬂ&.?&.hlfduhi&mmwnﬁmncm.

Disposal Pro t= The contraet for Intercepiting Chawbers and appurtenant
work to conne: Frankford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer and to the
Lower Frankford Creek Low Level Colleoting Sewer, entered into during 1957, wes
completed this year, The work consisted of 19 intercepting chamber wnits and
ga:homh;:mhclnrm;mmcrﬂdmo The total cost was

» 2o

PERUIT DIVISION g
M............-................m
Mmﬂohtﬂhm....-.... 1,942

- = "  double - L I R T T 194
Inspoetions to repair laterels and old comnections , . 139
Special inspections o SeWers « « ¢ ¢ v ¢ s o o s s o o« B8
mmw.--.----.-..-.lm
Total plans £11ed ¢ « s ¢ s 6 0 ¢ e o v s o s s v es s snesm 30
Inspoctors® DIaries . « s v s s s e o s s s s o e s e s 6 o0 18

General routine of the office - Information daily to erchitects, builders,
title men, plunbers and assignments to two inspectors.

There was & decrease in Permits end Reeeipts for 1938, due to laber trouble,
Total Receipts - §14,836,84,

cmmngm.— The General Plans wnit, which develops the City Plan and

7 work of the Department of Public Works, prepared during the
year, in addition to mmerous planning studies, a wide variety of speeial plans

and field work in commestion with important mumieipal events, and collected conw
siderable datae upon various phases of plaming eand prepared many maps and charts
for use in answering inguiries from other cities and countries, The following

illustrates the type of work dome by this Divisions

Anmuel Stetistical Report of work done in 11 survey districts for 1937,

Spot Map - geographical distribution of in all survey districte by mile somes,

npetm-rmuvsmreanmﬁm-mm.suunm

Study of revised layout and location of proposed removable rumning track for
Convention Hall, 34th and Vintege Avenue,

Plans and exhilits prepared, assembled and erranged in exhibition space for

Federal Housing Administration exhibition held in Commercial Museunm,

Map of Alr, Rail and Marine Terminal, Hog Island, showing rumways, seaplane base
end rail and marine locations,

Plan of Benjamin Franklin Parlway from City Hall to Fairmount Park, showing existing
conditions, buildings, momments, landscaping, ote.

Chart of Sheriff Sales in Philadelphia, +o 1938,

Index cards and information for use in Street Date Map of Philadelphis, & unit of
the Works Frogress Administration Land Use Projeet #18313.

lany miseellaneous plans and studies were prepared, assembled and revised.

oo o S (-193%



TESTING LABORATCRY 3= Work dwring 1938 comsisted of chemieal and testing

oF matorials For construction and maintenance in accordance with their respective
specifieation requirements as sulmitted by the various City departments and Bureaus;
invest of materials propesed for use on City comtracts and on various failures;
formulation and revision of specification consulting service; inspeetions, sampling
end sample oollection,

m%anmuMMﬂmmannl
by virtue of Laboratory's comnection with standard organisations of natiomal
repute, The Laboratory has direct contact with the American Society for Testing
Materials, holding membership on four of ite major and seven of its sub-committees,
end thus directly alds the Sosciety in formulating its standards and test methods
for materials, The Clty adopts and uses many of the standards published by this
mw. AL

ie tive tests were performed with various laboratories of recoge
nized standing to establish the efficiency ratio between the same; the importance
of this is that many of these laboratories are allied with business concerns who
sell their products to the City. :
Many investigations were performed for the various branches of the City service,
ineoluding the Electrical Bureau, Department of Supplies snd Purchases, Department
of City Transit, and Fire Marshal.

Tests were made during the year to a total number of 4,544, distributed as

followss
Department of City Transit 378
Department of Public Health 321
of Public Safety 234
of Public Welfare 640
Department of Public Works 2255
Department of Supplies & Purchases 699

Department of Wharves,Docks & Ferries 17

RLPHIA AUTHORITY3~ The Philadelphie Authority was created by City Couneil
bor 14, 1038, and its members desigmated John H. Neesom as its Enginecer,
requesting that all spoed be exercised in the preparation of plans and
wﬂ-ﬂm.m-nmm.nmmqpn-tmmmmtm
mﬂ»mummumumw«mum
30.1938.

mmmmmmwwmwumwmzmg
mmuncem.m(n)wmm-mmnmx
umwmﬂmw. mnanmmu. Harrisburg,
29, for Dispossl System Y3
o et &ﬁ"m_ SRttt nion retwnl Srokuigs vl Fiool ReLiil,
were

-l



Since this eonference, the constitutiomality of
upheld by the Suprems Courts mmuymm
right to issue its bonds in payment for its share of

designated, and that such borrowing is not a charge against the d

The Authority has been

established
the cost of

as having the

the improvements
ebteincurring

capacity of the City. O(mn Juwmery 24, 1939, The Autherity, by Reseolutionm,
requested the Public Works Administration, through its Regional Director, to
change the form of the applications by the elimination of the requests for a

Loan, confining the applications to a reguest for Grant Only.

On

January
28, 1939, the Public Works Administretor, Seeretary of the Imterior Ickes,
forwarded to the Senmate a list of Natiomwide projects on file, which were

qualified by the Board of

ard were amilable for

Examining Engineers approval
provided Congress appropriated additiensl fumds to Publie Works Administration,
In the list submitted by the Segretary were the thirteen projeets applied for

by The Philadelphia Authority, as follows:
Application (lassi-

Total Estimated

Docket No.  fication Project Cost Gramt
2215
Disposal Northeast Dist, #1 96,409,126, $2,884,106,
2276 s 0 Southwest Dist.i2L 8,244,166, 3,709,870,
2278 .- . Southwest Dist.fSB 12,043,809, 5,419,714,
2279 w e Southeast Dist. #4 11,243,445, 5,060,550,
oy 3 Roliat Seres 1,508,050, 508,622,
Extension -t. :&M 2,148,687, 966,909,
the Water Supply |
3367 " " " Distribution Div. 4,480,59, 2,019,868,
3368 " " "  Shewment Water Service 1,425,751, 641,678,
3365 " " "  Queen Lane Service 1,695,826, 763,122, i
el . N "  High Press.Fire Service 2,460,841, 1,107,378,
5362 n " "  gorresdale Water Serv. §,178,208, 1,450,183,
5363 " ® % arinerts Peint 5
Water Service 881,931, 596,869,
5364 " " " pelment Waber Service _3,875,405. 1,743,982,
TOTALS = - 59,403,811, 426,751,711,

| »-1432%



WORKS PROGRESS AML‘ISTMIO&:—- The Buresu comtimmed to be the elearing house for
ef Engineer, as Seoretary of the Mayor's Committee,
wmrmnomm.mwmnpmao.mo
persons this year, Numerous projects were tentatively proposed, covering almost
every phase of mmicipal functional activities, including new comstruction; rehabile
ihtm and repairs to structures; extensions to plants for inereased efficiemsy in
wmmmwwmmmwmmwm
and surveys under the heading of White Collar Projects, covering such
traffic eounts; date relating to housing conditions; investigation of fire l-llnlu
boiler and elewator inspectiony compilation of information as to comditions in
City institutions, notably those having to do with the operation of the
of Public Health and Public Welfare; preparation of plans and specifications after
earchitectural swveys for construction of new City institutions or extensive improve-
wents and repalrs to existing omes. Gemerally spesking, these were the principal
classifications of W.P.A, Projects, but included smong them were all of the activities
that normally constitute the proper operstion of & mmicipality, For all, there was
need of Federsl aid and cooperation, Because of the depressed financial condition
of the City, and enforced rstrenchment which first begen to develop im 1930, upkeep
and maintenance work of various City units had been deferred. The opportunity to
participate in Federal Ald grants has, therefore, been of comsiderable benefit to
the City and its taxpayers, in addition to giving work to the unemployed., These
pojm mmmwtmmmkwmmm,num
to the social and economic welfare of the City,

All of the work incldent to the preparation of the projects, insofar as the
expenditure of the City's spomsoring contributions is comcerned, is under the supere
wvision of the ACCOUNTING & REPORTING DIVISION of the Bureau, This work heas mainly
consisted of the alloeation of funds for materials and supplies, preparation of
proposals and requisitions, supervision of the delivery of materials for various
approved projects, This Division maintains separate accounts for all records in
comnection with the disbursement of the fund made available by City Couneil. The
operation of the Division has been successfully carried on with a persomnel 507 less
than the immediately preceding years, and, in addition, it has performed all other
normal funetions of dispensing end secounting for verious eppropriations made to the
Bureau for payrolls and supplies, the maintemance of persomnel and other records.

Through the mmmwhhﬂmmm«u&.%
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION, designed to give imediate relief to the
hﬂl&.vﬂhnﬂn&ﬂduﬁﬂﬂuﬂtrﬂdﬂuuﬁutuﬂmwm

.gbmﬂhd hhmﬂmlﬁmum-MaWIt

ly useful value,

Attention is partioularly ecalled to the following projects:

to and improvements to grounds at the Philadelphia Hospital
Repairs hmlus ' e ar s .
mlﬂcqﬂ.hl

whmwmmnmmmmmuum.
Shawment, Torresdale and Queen Lane.

Improvement to the City Reereatiomal Centers and swimming pools.
Construction of rumwmys - S, Davis Wilson Airport,

-9- 1Y-(937






CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING
CITY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. MCLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR

JOHN H. NEESON
CHIEF OF BUREAU

REPLY AND REFER TO 55000 Jenuary 13, 1939,

/
IR, Bucms‘/

Subjects STATISTICAL REP(RT FOR REGISTRY DIVISI(N-1938.

I am forwarding herewith Statistical Report of work done in the
Registry Division during 1938,

The portion of the report covering book~roam work shows a/ drop of
about 10% in the number of registry entries. The service to the public as
measured by the number ol bocks exmined increased slightly, - there being
187,000 books handed out during the year,

The routine City Flan work of the Division varied little from the
preceding year; however, the work of renewing the road recerd atlases was ]
spesded up with the help of the WPA land Use Map Project and two extra men
from the City Plans Division, In addition, during the year, the Division
aided in the preparation of several plans showing City Flan chenges and land
stib=divisions,.

The most importamt of these was the study for the new design of The
Roosevelt Boulsvard from Oxford Cirecle to Penmypack Circles This work was |
occasioned by the proposed recomstruction of' the Boulevard by the State High-
way Department and consisted of a new cross-section, provision for new openings
and closing of old openings, and the replanning of adjacent streets, This work
was done in conjunction with the District Surveyors and the Traffic Engineer's’
offlce. Also, the grades of the new roadways were fixed, together with the
location of new drainage structuress Preliminary work sbtarted on this job in
December 1938 and it is expected that it will be campleted in late spring of
1938,  The Division is now working on plans for similar improvement of the
Boulevard between Oxford Circle and Broad Street.

Wﬁ%j

SAMUEL S. BAXTER,
encl, Assistant Ingineer. I




REGISTRY DIVISION

1938.

Detailed Swamary.

Transfers plotted A N I T T I T T
Originel lots plotted .ececececccescevesevsvecsveccnsssesncsscracnscnnes
Certificates of registered owners issued t0 public eeeeevescccsccasssnee
Certificates of registered owners issued to Law DeéPte eessecccccccccocsns
Plan books examined by the public and officials .ceecessssscsssscnssasss
Desoriptionl filed R R R R RN R R R T I
Desoriptions filed from 1865 to 1938 (inclusive) eeeeecccccccccccsccssas
Ti'tloa examined for pl&n book entries SressesstssatsEs TR RansIREs RN RS
Certificates of streets openings issued t0 City DOPtS secececvcocccncaces
Miscellaneous plans drawn for City Depts .eseecececessvscscaccccescesanee
Miscellaneous receipt8 eciceesesscssosasssnssnsssccssssasosncsssssessnsase
ufidaﬁts of street Openinga filed D R T T AT T NN
Streets opened by affidavits sicececesiesecescccrsceccstcsccrccseccneass
City plans ordered ..ccccsccsccccssscccasascsocnssscscsenscasssccsnssscse
Cdnfirmsd City planB filﬁd Ty s T T T T T
Jury Plang ordered e.cevescesesesssscssesvesvosvsvssscsanssssssscsscssnns
Approved street railwey plana £116d <ceeescscecssvsssacssesorssesnsosnss
Jl.ll“y Plans filed R T T R R e I S
S"G!‘Bets openad -by ordin&noe P E SN I NN P IR OEN s RN SN DEeaEensded
Strest opening agreements £iled .ccecvceccecccscocscscrscssesscnccncsane
Deeds of dedication filed T T
Dasds of detieation Ye0orded sscesdsssids s remmnenneressssenssesesssss
Releases of abutting owners filed s.cssecccescscssccocccesnsacaracssnnane
Releases of abutting owners reoorded ..ccces cessscssscssovscsssssssassss
Cost of recordin& deeds and releases SRS TR IPIIIISEBIRIINPIEEEEREREAERERR R
Plans loaned OUt escscscsssccesecnassscccassssansnssarssnsesnsssssssesans
0Ld Regiﬂtry sheets oopiad e s e s s e ss IR REREREs I RERRSERERSRERSRREERRER S
old Resistry pla‘tes Plotted N R P R R R R
New Registry plates (in popcess of preparation) ecececsceccccecesccscass
Subpoenas issued ageinst Repistry Division eecesccescsccscccecscsccscnas
Appaarancas in court. R R N T T R R R PN R R R RN
Amount of witness fees 0011e0t88 esecesssoscssnssrnscescscnssnscnsssnsses

43,128
2,926

33

41
197,460
40,441
2,979,571
4,995
110

36

$ 72.50

$ 21.75
480

18.

181

81

$ 228.55
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RFPCORT OF ZONING DIVISION FOR YEARS 1937 AND 1938

w *
5 =
Es
1
BT, | 1938. 2 2
Number of requésts for information. } 22633 § 17936 B 20.7 &
Number of applications filed. 10354 8734 16.2
Number of Zoning Permits issued. 5818 4569 21,1
Number of Use Registretion Permits issued. 2183 2000 3
Number of ReferenceSto the Board of Adjustment. 266 2ul 8.2
Number of avplications stamped "Permit not reguired". 4507 Y3 1153
Number of Zoning Permits refused. gyl 753 20.2
Number of Use Rezisteation Permits refused, goY g27 2.80
N_m'if refusals sppealed to the Board of Adjustment. 1223 1142 6.5
Number of Inspections. 931 873 6.2
Numi of Complaints investigated. 1 228 60.2
Number of Vouchers issued. 4on1 3459 17.9
Amount of Cash Receipts $o18k1, | $17735. 18.8
Number of true copies of svplications certified for B. of A.| 1332 1251 6.1
Number of sign applications (Eighway) acted upon. 1212 721 40.5
Number of deseriptions, for District Clessification
changes mede for the Board of Adjustment. 114 98 1k,
Number of Letters to Fire Marshal for his aporoval
or @yevoroval of use. 154 228 4g.1
Number of Chenges of Zoning Msps made by
Ordinance of Council. ke 166 62 6.
Number of Changes of Zoning Maps provosed by
Resolution of Council. 10T T T LS b 287

1%~ l%&]
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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA *
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING

CITY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. McLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR

JOHN H., NEESON
CHIEF OF BUREAU

REPLY AND REFER TO: ; January 13th, 1939,
'FROM3 A, Zane Hoffman
TOs Thomas Buckley,

Assistant Chief Engineer

SUBJECT: ANNUAL REPORT W.P.A. LAND USE PROJECT #18313

. In accordance with your request of January 4th, a
report of the activities of the W.P.A. Land Use Map during the year
1938 is herewith submitted.

Division Engineer of Zoning
Acting Azf Sponsor Superintendent of
WePeAs Land Use Project #18313

- 231937



CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING

CiTY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. MCLAUGHLIN

DIRECTOR

JOHN H. NEESON

CHIEF OF BUREAU

REPLY AND REFER TO:

REPORT TO THE BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING OF THE ACTIVITIES OF

WoP.A., LAND USE PROJECT #18313, DURING THE YEAR 1938,

LAND USE MAP

The Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning became impressed with the
need for a map showing the existing type of Land Use on sach parcel of ground in
the city. Such a map is an essential base in any study for Zoning or Re-zoning,
the preparation of a Master Plan, the proper exercise of Land Sub-division Control
or any other phase of City Plamnning. It was decided that in making such a map, a
two=fold purpose could be served if the Lend Uses were so symbolized as to be of
practical aid to the Zoning Board of Adjustment in its current consideration of
appeals for variance and applications for re-classification. Also, that the value
of the map could be continuously maintained if a means of keeping the uses up to
date could be devised,

As a result of the Bureau's intimate kmowledge of the problems arising
from the Administration of Zoning regulations, a type of map was developed which
it is believed will serve the desired two=-fold purpose, and which can be kept up
to date by a systematic recording thereon of the changes in use, authorized by
Use Registration permits, and the erection of new buildings and demolition of
old buildings authorized by Zoning permits and Building permits.

The initial studies as to the practicability of making the map were

made by Bureau representatives who were assigned to the co-direction of a W.P.A.

24-19 3%



project for making City Planning studies which had been sponsored by The City Flan- .
ning Commission and the Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning in the fall of
1937 and extending through the spring of 1938, it was determined that the most
practicable scale was 200 feet to an inch and on this basis the map would consist
of 106 plates each 30 inches by 50 inches.

A project for the making of such a map was duly approved by W.P.A. sbout
Avgust lst, 1938, end was officially designated W.P.A., Project #18313. The person=
nel to be furnished by W.P.A. totaled 227, while the Bureau agreed to furnish 7
persons including the Bureau's Zoning Division Engineer who was to direct the work.
Office space was furnished by the City in City Hall Annex and the Board of Education
Building, W.P.A. agreed to furnish the remainder of supplies left over from The City
Planning Project and the Bureau agreed to furmish funds for all other necessary
supplies. Drafting tables, desks, and chairs were furnished by the Bureau of Engineer=
ing, Surveys and Zoning and the Board of Education, with the W.P.A. making up certain
deficiencies, particularly in the matter of chairs and office equipment,

The method of organization adopted was the establishment of a field staff, a
staff of oclerks and tracers, and a staff of draftsmen, all under the direction of
an administrative staff, The land use information collected in the field was turned
over to the clerical group, which superimposed the information on paper tracings
made from the Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning's plan books of registered
owners. The tracings with the information completed were then furnished to the
draftsmen, who plotted the lot lines on the final map and symbolized the land uses
thereon in accordance with a set of symbols devised to show the type of use in such
a way as to have a direct bearing on the current problems of Zoning Administration.

The preparation of the 106 tracings on which the land use is plotted was
also a major preliminary problem which was originally scheduled to be done just
ghead of the land use plotting. The necessity for a training period for the field
and clerical forces made a change of program necessary. This work was rescheduled

with the result that 100 of the 106 base tracings are now completed, with plotting
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under way on the balance. The source data for these maps was a set of 200' to the
inch tracings of a Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning Lighting Survey, and
the official city plens. The boundaries and size of the plates was determined by
making each plate equal to one quarter of the area covered by each of the official
Zoning meps.

The method outlined is extremely simple and direct in theory., In practice,
the utmost skill in detailed plamning is required. Exact coordination of the work
done by the field, clerical and drafting forces is a vital necessity. Definite
schedules of the order of the work given to the field forces must be adhered to eand
followed through to the draftsmen. Each draftsman,and key men in the other groups,
must be thoroughly schooled in the interpretation of the symbols and the definitioms
of building types and uses which are peculiar to the Zoning Ordinance. Information
must be checked with all other source information availeble, including the City
Plens, the records of registered owners, Ward Atlases, Fire Insurances Atlases, the
records of the Board of Revision of Taxes and of the Division of Housing and Sanita=
tion. Finally the daily record of Zoning and Use permits issued by the Bureau of
Engineering, Surveys and Zoning must be kept up and incorporated inte the work,

A file and record room must be maintained in which accurate records are kept
of the work done end in progress. In order to keep such records, and as a means of
scheduling the work, utilization has been made of the 404 Census Tracts into which
the city is divided, These Census Tracts are sub-divided into 15,768 minor blocks,
and by using the maps of each tract and recording the work by tract number and
minor block number a definite control may be exercised. A graphic progress map is
also maintained which shows by weekly notations the progress of each unit of the
work on each census traot,

The project is making satisfactory progress, notwithstanding the difficulty
in maintaining the full quota of persomnel set up by the project. This difficulty
is caused principally by the high standards of accuracy and skill which are required
by the Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning for the type of record which is

(8)
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being made, On Jenuary llth, 1939, the personnel employed, excluding Bureau
personnel, was 186, in spite of the fact that assignments totalling 265 have been
made. The following statement of persomnel assigned end released will demonstrate

the excessive turn=over.

Assigned Relief 253
Non=-relief 2
265
Released (Relief)
Resigned 4
Private employment 11
Absence and Illness 11
Relief status cancelled 1
Transferred to other projects 13
Discharged for incompetence or
lack of co=-operation 39 g8
Total employed Jenuary llth, 1939 186

Each wnit of the personnel submits weekly reports of progress, which show
completed work, both numerically end by percentege. The percenteges are both actual
end weighted by a pre-determined break down of the relationship of each operation
to the wnit and similarly by the relationship of each unit to the whole project.

The total progress of the project as a whole, thus computed is now 25 per cent,
This progress is very creditable, when it is realized that the first few months
were a period of organizing end training, in which little or no progress could be
mede. The weekly progress has now reached a level which indicates that the map can
be completed within the funds allotted, although the actual time may exceed the

allotted time of one year.

STREET DATA MAP

In addition to the Land Use Map, snother objective of the project is the
making of a map to show the legal and physical status of each street in the city.
This map will be useful to city officials for quick reference purposes. It will
furnish small scale comprehensive view of the status of any section of the eity,

(4)
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without the necessity of consulting more detailed official records,

This map will be made on linen tracings at a scale of 500 feet to an inch,
and consist of 37 plates, each 24 inches by 40 inches. These plates will be wmiform
as to area with the 37 plates of the official Zoning Map. A type of symbolization
has been developed for the beds of the streets which will permit of progressive
change through the various stages of placing a street on the city plan, its legal
opening, grading and paving.

A staff of 17 W.P.A. employees and 5 employees of the Registry Division of
this Bureau is engaged in the preparation of this map. The source data consists of
the 500 feet to an inch sectional map of the Bureau, the official City Flan, and
legal opening records of the Registry Division of the Bureau, and the grading and
paving records of the Bureau of Highwayso

The work on this map is making excellent progress and is shead of all other

units of the project in reporting 34 per cent progress on January 6th, 1939,

ﬁ, ZANE HO
Division Engineer Zoning
Acting as ?}nmaor Superintendent of
WeP.ho Land Use Project 718313

(5)
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ACTIVITIES OF THE DESIGN DIVISION

Pre imates

Reconstruetion, Wallace Street, 22nd Street to 25rd Street
. 12¢h Street, Christian Street to Fitswater Street
27th Street, Ridge Avenue to Columbis Avenuejy Columbia Avenue,27th
Street to 20th Street; ocutlet for Phila, Housing Authority tract,
27¢h Street, Rtidge Avenue to Columbia Avenuej Columbia Avenue, 27th
Street to 20th Street; outlet for Phila, Housing Authority
trast (material estimate),
19th Street, Spring Garden Street to Buttorwood Street
Miriem Rond, Roosevelt Boulevard to Godfrey Avenue, ete,
Washington Avenue, 16th Street to Street,
Thompson Streect, Bdgemont Street, Alresford Street to Luzerne Street;
Ricihmond Street, Lewis Streot to Juniata Street
Wheatsheaf lLane, Richmond Street to Gaul Street, and ocutlet,
Street, Broad Street to 15th Street

43rd Street, Woodland Avenue to Sehuylkill River

Reed River te 140 ft.

6th Street, Washingbon Averme to Federal Street

Drexel Road, Haverford Avenue to Callowhill Street
Private Branch Sewer Plens

Lardner Argyle Street to 44 £t, southeast

Stirling Ihﬂmrknmnin:;au:hﬂut

Gilbvers Street, 97" N, W, from Wash Lane to Johnson Street
Vankirk muunglluu-tholuMNu:Mnun

Comly Street, Rising Avenue to Hnsbrook Avenue

Windrim Germantown Avenue to 15th Street

Glenview , Frankford Avenue to Hawthornme Street
Ing::n s Crispin Street to Rowland Street

Rowr Street, Inorr Street to Clemview Street
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Rowland Avemue to Crispin Street

WMﬂ
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wvate Branch
Rowland Avenue, Chippendale Avenue to Sheffield Avenue

Chippendale Avenue,
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:
umm mm mm m
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:
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Clarkson Avenue, Rising Sun Avenue to Olney Avenue
Tabor Road, Marwood Street to Westford Road

:
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 Main Sewer Plans

willow Street east of New lMarket Street to 2nd Street and
Sth Street to Randolph Street (reconstruetion
Hasbrook Street, Cottwman Avenue to peint of comnection with sewer
system of Cheltenmham Townships and in Cottman Avenue
Hasbrook Stemet to Binghem Street
mm.zrmupmxmanumm
ltenham Township, and Tysom Avenue, Oakley Street
‘o Hasbrook Sureet,
Clearfield Gtreot east of Pranklin Street (reconstruction)

Dreimpgs Stwiies

Osklyn Stroet, Broad Street to 1Gth Street
Street, Broad Street to 15th Street

44th Street, Haverford Avenue, 42nd Street, Market Street

Shelmire Street outlet to Delaware River

mtmaummuommumwnrm

Necessity of maintaining relief sewer in 30th Street, Mifflin
Street %o Morris Street

Blabon Street, funting Park Avenue north

Wsm.wu-hmm.ummm

Wheatsheaf lane, Richmend to Gaul Street, ete,

Hagbrook Street, Tyson Street to Lincoln Avenue (Cheltenhenm
Township) stormwaber conduit.
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Drainage Studles  (continued)

Brookf'ield Avemue, Welsh Reed to Roosevelt Boulevard
Netherf'ield Road, Coulter Street to School House Lane
Decatur ftreet, led Lion Road, Roosevelt Boulevard, Martindale Road
Iseminger S At M‘.?n

treet, Camae Pollock Street to Bigler Street
Rugby Street, Washington Lane to Upsal Street
Phila, Housdfig: Authority treet, 30th and Tasker Streets
" . " "  Glemwood Avenue and Ridge Avenue
. . . " 12th end Poplar Streets
mmwwm,wtmm.msm.mum
W,mm,mmmm
Carwi Avenue, Ditman Street, Frankford Avenue, ete,
m.-x,m.w&wmummm
Kenyon Street, Woodlewn Street to Chelten Avemue
Proposed new street, Chelten Avenue to Armet Street
Chatham Street, Vensngo Street te Castor Avenue
mmaimmaahmmucmm
Flat Rock Rosd, Fountain Street to 945 £t, northwest
Flooding, lefevre Street and Frankferd Cresko
v 34th Street above Walnut Street
ot Cromm Cen C s Erie Avenue and I Street
" 18th Street and Avemuo
Complaint -Biirnside Street, Tower to Apple

Sewage Disposal Projests
wnnhmmmomumummnmlm
Cresheim Avenue, Willow Grove Avenue and Winston Réed
Plates for restriction of sewsge ports « Frankford Creek Intercepting Chanbers,
Estimate of present sewnge discharged from each outlet sewer to Deleware River
south of Castor Avenue
Estimate of cost of portion of Sewage Disposal Project required for South
Philadelphia south of liarket Street
Plans and date for agreement with Springfield Township for additiomal
connections to City sowers
Aligmment study and estimate of cost for extemsion of Wissahiockon Low
Level Intercepting Sewer

mm;mmm-m«m

s Submitted by Cheltenmham Towmship for approval
Neasuring Device for sewage ommnection Hasbrook Avenue at Tysom Avenue
submitted by Cheltenham Towmship fer approval
Intercepting chambers, Frankford Creek Low Level Intercepting Sewers - shop
drawings for mechanieal installations struotural
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Sewage Disposal Projests (eontimued)

Proliminary Plans and Estimate of Cost of Philedelphia Sewage Disposal Project:
Dooket No. 1 ~ilortheast Distriet:

Somerset Intercepting Chambers

Uoper Delaware Low Level Imtercepting Sewer Extension to
Poquessing Creek

Gumers Run High Level Intersepting Sewer and Chambers

Franidord Creek High level Additiomal Conduit

Convent Avenue Station and Low Level Collector

) Low Level Intereepting Sewer extension

Northeast Treatment Works  proposed extensien

Docket No, 2 « Soutilwest District:

Wost Central Sehylkill Low Level Intercepting Sewer and Chambers
Past Cembral Schuylkill Low Level Intercepting Sewer and Chanbers
Rast Lower Schuyliclll Low Level Intercepting Sewer and Chambers
Schwylkill River Siphomn Cros

Wissahiockon Low Level Intercepiing Sewer Extension

Cemtral Schuylkill Pumping Steation and Bulkhead

Foree Mains and Connection to Southwest Main Grevity Intercepting Sewer

Docket Hos 3 « Southwest District:

Southweet Maln Gravity Inter Sewer and Chambers

60th Street High Level Cuteff -

Viest Lower Sohuylkill Lew Level Intereepting Sewer and Chambers

&5rd Street Pumping Station and Low Level Sewers (below Woodland Avenue)

30th Street and Island Averme Intereepting Sewer Extension to
Cobbs Creek Low Level Intercepting Sewer

Southwest Treatment Works

Docket No, 4 « Southeast District:

Lower Delaware Low Level Intercepting Sewer, branches below
Avenue, and Charbers

Wissahickon High Level Intereepting Sewer Extension

Southeast Treatment Works, Low lLevel Pumping Station amd Outfall Pler

¥ingo Creek to Essington Avenue = (6 plans checked and completed)
Central Schuyli:ill Station - § plans being revised for to
pwiap , wot wells, soreen chamber, reloeation



Sewege Disposal Projest (eontinued)

mww:m.mnmmmmm
tanks, influent and effluent conduits, separate sludge
digestion and nmm.m-mphum

prepared.
mm-mmmmnmhnhlmmu
being prepared,

liechanieal Developrentss

Sewage Flow Yeter

Integral hydraulis cylinder and sluice gate
Reversing valve

Snap valve
Float bex

"ications t of Publis Werks
Revisions of following speeifications for:

Exeavation, refilling, grading, ete,
Sewors

Piles, Platform and timber work

Masonry
Structural irom and steel

Sta ¢ of at Private C

Record Alrfield Plan
Stormwater drainege plan
Detail dralnage - 8 plans
Plan of melon’:‘lu“‘ lh‘”wh‘ wrw’ : Ehhulu tunnel
Contract plans s nway

l’m ’.I:o::u.::' e “mm ion Building

P - of new t

wmmmuuummzm of No. 1 Rumway
Plan and profile « relosation reilroad lines for agreement
Material estimates - WePsd, p’:m‘
Pavenent grades and drainege 1es « Jdministration Bullding and loading area
Boundary caleulations

Proposals for materials for Stormwater Drainage System



Bridge Division (ontinued)
mmim?;mm.@?usny?ay.w

muhuwm{ checking drawings and ostimates
mnmwmm-mum%mu 4
MM&WH!:‘:?:‘NJ?.W!«!@M
)
:m““ design foundations superstrueture,
Removable Ruming Track « Convention 1l « design and drawings

Marquises and Canopiess
Family Theatre, 1311 Market Streer
" Srd and Snyder Avenue
UeBolisCy Depot, Broad & Washington Avenue (2 eanopies)

Ase Theatre, Kensington Avenue near Womrath Street
Rialte " Germantown Avemue & Tulpehocken Street
Tioga . 3542 N, 17th Street
Lane . Broad Street at 67th Avenue
Doris . 49th above Woodland Avenue

- 5917 Market Street
Adelphia “ 62nd & Media Strocts

» Erie Avenue and larashall Street
Chelten * Chelten Avenue end Acderson Street
Alden . Hidvale Avenue and Cresson Street

Checking Applications of Public Utilities for interference with sewers)

Gas Worls 320
ity
Phila, Eloctrie C 54
" " . Euu-) 3
Koystone Telephone Company 8
Paila, Rapid Transit Co,

eonduits 6

. e " trecks 27

Read ing 1

Penra, Ra Co. 2

Bureau of ings Sure.k Zoning 66

nmlw g

Total VIR

Mimeographing Forms and record shoets for Zen Division
ma:?m Offices

Division
Proposals for Vorks Division (WeP.A.
mt.nl wm for City Al‘:huua (8. Davis Wilson Airport)

Filing plans for Sewer Division, Bridge Division, Grade Crossing Division

=
25 (1>
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Masolizsoows

Culvert, Darcas Street morth of Feunce Street
Retaining wall, Redemptorist Fathers, Prankfomd Creek and Bristel Street
Pler and Marine Mailway « Delaware River between Bleigh and Shelmire EBtrects
Hingo Creek improvement
Roosevelt Boulevard, Oxfded Cirele to Pennypack Cirele = inlet locatioms
and special inlot design

:{ﬁ:- Balfour to Allen Streets « special inlet

, Bth to Randolph Streets « Reading Rallway track layout for

sewer reconstruction.

numu-m«muwmu. 8. Army Engincers,
Horris Street amd American Street » railroad "
Reocord Sheets revised for City Plan and sewer comstruetiom
Representation on Coordimation subeconmittee of Utilities Technical Committee,
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BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONIKG

ANNUAL REPORT

1938

DRAINAGE

During the year 1938 contracts were entered into for one main sewer
and six branch sewers which together with the comple tion of seven sewers at
private cost and drainage structures built under the sewage disposal project
made a total increase of 2.04 miles to the drainage system of the City,

At the end of 1938, there was a total of 1,791.47 miles of sewers
completed within the limits of the City of Philadelphia.

WASHINGTON LANE SEWER BETWEEN MANSFIELD AVENUE AND RUGBY STREET
This is & 476" x 3'0" brick sewer decreasing to & 376" x 2/4" briok
sewer, the length constructed being 2,025 feet., Work was started in 1937,

and completed this yesr at a cost of $31,598,44,

HASBROOK STREET FROM COTTMAN AVENUE TO POINT OF CONNECTION WITH
THE SEWER SYSTEM OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP AND IN COTTMAN AVENUE FROM HASBROOK
STREET TO BINGHAM STREET.

A 770" x 576" reinforced conmorete stormweter oonduit with 157
vitrified pipe in concrete sanitery sewer. The part along Hasbrook Avenue
was completed this year, a distance of approximately 1,060 feet, The contract
is limited to $156,000,00

BRIDGE CONTRACT WORK

MILL ROAD (7lst STEEET) OVER COBBS CREEK

This bridge is composed of steel girders encased in concrete with
stone faced masonry and is 46 feet 3 inches clear width and 51 feet long between
bearings. Approaches are included in the contract.Work was started in 1937, end
completed this year. The total cost amounted to $31,036,78, half of which was
paid by Delaware County.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL PROJECT
The contraet for Intercepting Chembers and appurtenant work to connect
to the Upper Frankford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer and to the Lower Frenke
ford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer entered into during 1937 was completed this
year. The work eonsisted of nineteen intercepting chamber units end is the last
step in clearing the Frankford Creek of sewage. The total cost was $239,387.94,

27-19%%



BUREAU OF ENCGINPERING, SURVEYS AND ZONIEG

ANEUAL REFORT

]

DRAINAGE

During the year 1938 contrscte were entered into for ome main sewer
end six breanch sewers which together with the comple tion of seven sewers st
privete cost and drainage structures built under the sewage disposal project
nh-mimorkunhahmhlnpqm-tﬂ-ﬂtp

At the end of 1958, there was a total of 1,791.47 miles of sewers
completed within the linits of the City of Philadelphia,

mmmmnmmmmammmnsmr

! s a x sewer . x ek
sewer, the length construeted being 2,025 feet, Work wes started in 1937,
and completed this yeer at a cost of h,un.u.

>

HASBEOOK STRAET FRON COTTIMAN AVENUE TO POINT OF CONNECTION WITH
THE SEWER SY:2TBM OF CHELTENHAM TOuNSHIP AND IF COTTMAN AVENUR FrOM HASBROOK
STREST T .
Al oo r
vitrified pipe in concrete senitery sewer. The part along Hasbrook Avenue
®as completed this year, s distance of epproximately 1,060 feet, The contract
is limited to §158,000,00

completed this year, The total eost amounted to §31,086.78, balf of which was
paid by Delewsre County,

SESAGE DISPOSAL P
The ¢ & Chembers end appurtenant work to connect
to the Upper Frankford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer and to the Fronke
ford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer entered into during 1937 was
year, The work consisted of nineteen intercepting chamber units snd is the last
cleering the Frankford Creek of sewage. The total cost was $239,367.94.
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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING

CITY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. MCLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR

JOHN H. NEESON
CHIEF OF BUREAU

REPLY AND REFER TOo  BES = TJT:S Januery 14, 1938
Froms Permit Division
Tos Mr., John E. Allen, Principal Assistant Engineer

Subject: ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR 1938 - PERMIT DIVISION

Pemits....I.ll.O.....l434

Connections made to Single System . . . . ., 1,942

" " % Double System . . . . . 104
Inspections to repeir ldterals and old

connections e e o s+ 139

Special Inspections to Sewers « « o o o o« « o 86

Totel Inspections 2,361
Total plans £8264 s o o o ¢ s « ¢ s 0 005 6 s 30
Ioppeoners’ Marle8 o+ 5 o o ¢ o w60 5 o e i 18
Genersl routine of the office - Informetion
daily to architects, builders, title men,
plumbers and assignments to two inspectors.

There is a decrease in Permits end Receipts
for 1938, due to labor trouble,

Total Receipts - §$14,836,.84,

THOMAS J. TAGUE,
Permit Division.

w
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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING

CiITY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. MCLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR

JOHN H. NEESON
CHIEF OF BUREAU

BES « TJT:8 ' Janusry 14, 1980

REPLY AND REFER TO:

From: Pemmit Division
Tos Mr, John E, Allen, Primeipal Assistent Engineer
Subjeot: ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR 1988 - PRRMIT DIVISION

P.ﬂ’-“-.-.o--o--ooc..-“‘
Ommatimu -ldo to Single System . . . . . 1,042
. Double ',‘“. . 194
Inspections to repair laterals and old
connsctions e s s+ 130
Speolal Inspections o Bewers « « « o o « + « 86
Total Inspections 2,561
!-mphuﬂ.hd...............80
Inspectors' diaries $e 68 s s 00 s s sa A8
Generel routine of the office « Information
daily to architeots, builders, title men,
plumbers and assignments to two inspectors.

There is a deorease in Permits end Recelpte
for 1888, due to labor trouble,

Total Heceiptes -« §14,836,84,

THOMAS J. TAGUE,
Permit Division.
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ANNUAL ° REPORT wwe=e= 1938,

City Plans Divisien , Bureau ef FEngineering, Surveys & Zeniag,

Twe eof the persennel ef this divisisn have been transfered temperarily:
Raymend J. Begueki te the 5th Survey Distriet,
Albert W. Meser te W. P. A, Land Use Preject Ne. 18313.

The remaining persennel cemprising twe men were engaged in the fellewing werk:
Annual Statistieal Repert ef werk dene in eleven survey distriets fer 1937,

Spet Map -~ Geegraphical distributien ef surveys in all survyy distriests by
mile zenes,

Map of Phila. shewing cijy streets &n Philadelphia en Penna. State Highway
System - Seale 1" - 2500

Study ef revised layeut and lecatien ef prepesed remevable running treack
for Cenventien Hall, 34th St., and Vintage Ave..

Plans and Exhibits prepared, assembled and arranged in exhibitien space
for Federal Heusing Administratien exhibitien held
in Cemmercinl Museum , Feb. 13th te Feb. 26th.

Map of Air, Rail, and Marine Terminal, Heg Island, Phila.- Secals 1"= 1000¢,
shewing runways, seaplane base and rail and marine lecatiens.

Plan ef BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY frem City Hall te Fairmeunt Park ,
Scale L" - 50" shewing existing cenditiens; buildings, menuments,
landscaping, etec., as of June lst.

Revised Ward }ap eof Philadelphia.

Sample Tax Maps and Index Map fer use by Beard ef Revisien of Taxes Study
in establishing new metheds fer recerding preperty assessments per frent
feet in Philadelphia,

Chart ef Sheriff Sales in Phiada.. 1929 te 1938.

The persennel has been centinueusly engaged in preparing. index cards
showing legah status ef street epenings and recerding the infermatien --
in celers en the index ecards and pletting the infermatien en blue line

index plates, scale 1"- 500' fer use in Street Data Map of Philadelphis,
a unit ef the Werks Pregrss Administratien Land Use Preject Ne. 18313.

Many miscellaneeus plans and studies were prepared, assembled and revised.
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City Plans Divisien Repert 1938 Cent.

- e o o W O O R o e o o W o e

Numereus cepies of the sectienal maps ef Phila,, secale 1" - 1000' and

seale 1"~ 500' have been distributed te various ether branches ef the

city departments, te public and semi-publie corperatiens, welfare erganizatiens;
alse were used as a basis fer studies by many federal W.P.A. prejects
threugheut the city.

The dividien ebtains the building permits issued daily frem the Bureau of
Building Inspectien as a check en delinquency in erdering surveys throeugheu§
the eity and zening permits and alse is used in keeping up te date the

W.PA. Land Use Project Ne.l8313 changes in land use.

The divisien coellects censidemable data upen varieus phases eof planning

and heusing and prepares many maps and charts fer use in answering inquiries
frem ether cities and countries, cevering the design and character of the
Philadelphia City Plan,
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TESTING LABORATORY

ANNUAL REPORT - 1938

Work during 1938 consisted of chemieal and physieal testing of materials
for construetion and maintenmance in accordanse with their respective specification
requirements as submitted by the various City departments and bureaus; investigation
of materials proposed for use on (ity contraets and on various failures; formulation

and revision of speeification comsulting serviee; imspeetions, sampling and sample
colleetion,

Efficleney standard om all work is meinmtained at the highest possible level by
virtue of the laboratory's commeetion with standard organizations of national repute,
The laboratory has direet contact with the American Soclety for Testing Materials,
holding membership on four of its major and seven of its subecommittees, and thus
directly aids the Soeiety in formulating its standards and test methods for materials,
The City adopbts and uses many of the standards published by this Society.

Periodie sooperative tests were performed with various laboratoeries of recognized
standing to establish the effielency ratio between the samej the importance of this
is that many of these laboratories are allied with business concerns who sell their
products to the City, lMany investigations were performed for the various branches
of the City servicej included are

Failure of high capacity electrieal eables at Byberry = Eleotrical Bureau
To prepare formula for solder and thus use recovered

metallic lead - " .
Coverinz hard carbon formations onm oil burners at City
power plants - Supplies & Purchases
To referee a dispute on quality of coal, between a
coal contractor and Dept, of " .
Fed lure of elestrieal cable comtrolling the sigmal
system in North Broad Street Subway - Dept. City Transit
Seareh for sourse of dangerous quantity of gasoline
present in North Broad Street Subway - - " »
Covering the safety of propane gas storage on site
of Cramp's Shipyard « Fire Marshall
Search for source of dangerous quantity of gasoline
4n Bell Telephone manhole » »
Alding the preparation of air conditioning equipment
and instellation specifications - . .
Alding in revision of speeifications for materials
of econstruction - Dept, Public Works
Revision of paint specifications - Surpltu & Pu:ohuu

Revision of Fire Hose specifications

Inspection and tests were performed on three high early high strength Portland
cements to obbtain the neeessary data to classify them for the City's list of
approved brands of hydraulic cement. Periodie check tests of concrete were
performed with the loeal eentral mix conerete plants,

The Bureau of Building Inspection has been astive in checking materials of
construstion under its control and has extensively used the laboratory service of
performing speeification tests, inspections and luvestigation.

Barly in the year the laboratory lost the services of two assigmnment employees =

one from Water Bureau and one from the Higlwey Bureauj of necessity this forece
redustion greatly impeded the work submitted by these two bureaus.
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During Oetober and November, a P,W.A, project for cleaning and painting the

laboratory was performed, and conditions during this projeet necessitated &
ourtailment of testing work,

The appended tables show the total vari distribution and pereentage
of distribution of the tested moi.mou: s

Total Nuuber of Speeimens - 1938

Alr Equipment 40
Boiler Feed Water 1280
Boiler Compounds 2
Brick 91
Cement, hydraulic 406
Conerete Aggregate 26

- Beanms 89

s Building Block 87

" Cores 50

" Cylinders 1068
Fabries 22
Fuels 730
lMetals, Ferrous 179

" Non~Ferrous 33
Miseellaneous materials 79
011, lubricating 42
Paint & Paint Materials 132
Road Materials 133
Roek, woar test 11
Rubber Compounds €
Soap & soap materials 4
Tile 40
Water, sewer 4

Total 4,544

Distribution of Total Specimens - 1938

No, Spegimens % No, Specimens %
Department of City Zransi® ¢ o ¢ s s 0 0 6 6 ¢ o o I . 378 8.3
Department of Publiec Health . , o + 4 & LI T I T T 321 7ol
Department of Public Saf i, LI T E I T I Y . 234 B.l
Bureau of Building Inspeetion ., . 168 3.7
Eleotrical Bureaul + « «» o ¢ ¢ « o 14 0.3
m.lh.rlhlll.......... 50 1.1
Traffic Engincer o« ¢« o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 2 0.0
Department of Public Welfare « « « o o « o s o « o e v s e s 0 640 14,1
Department of Public Works + + « ¢ « o o I 22585 49.6
Bureau of City Property « « « « « 6 0.1
- Engineering, Sur, & Zoning 024 20,3
" w L 846 18.6
> Wakor o« o o 009 04 . . 480 10,6 o ‘5.4
Department of lies and Purchases + « « « « ® o s 6 0 8 8 .
wor::’fm.mmrwuu.... oo 06 00 a 17 0.4
ml .« & & 8 & @ ¢ ® @ m lm.o
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Air Equipment
Boiler Feed Water
Boiler Compounds
Cement (chemieal analysis)
Coal
Anthracite

Bituminous
Ash

Fabriecs
Metals
Ferrous
lion=ferrous
Miseellaneous materials
0ils
Fuel
Gasoline & headlight
Lubrieating
Paints and paint materials
Driers
Mixed paints

Linseed oil
Pastes

Pigments
Turpentine
Varnish

Road Materials
Alrhnlt (mise.samples)
cement

. wearing surfaee
Tar

Rubber Compounds
Sand
Soap and soap materials

Water (sewer)

393
108

19

166

EEHSNEE oo

% 3 3

TOTAL

19
88

267

132

U -
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Distribution of Chemdeal Speeimens - 1938

Department of City Transit
Department of Publie Health

Department of Public Safety

Pureau of Bullding Inspeetion 12
Electrieal Bureau 14
Fire Marshall 50
Traffie Engincer 2

Department of Publie Welfare
of Publie Works

Bureau of City Property 5
: BEagineering, Surveys & Zoming 15
- Highways 179

Weter 486

Department of Wherves, Docks & Ferries

Department of Supplies & Purchases
TOTAL -

668

Ub- (3%



Ash
Briek
Sawer 61
Paving 30
Conerete
Aggregata - goarse 12
fine 11
Beams 89
Building bloock 87
Cores BO
Cylinders 1058
Fabries
Metals
Ferrovs 110
Yon-ferrous 14

Miseellancous materials
Roock (wear test)
Rubber eompounds

Tile

TOTAL =

Distribution of quliul sruhunl - 1938

anﬂlty!ﬂnli‘b.......-.........

ofh’hnow-.......--

Buresu of Building Inspeetion 138

of Publie Works ¢ « » = ¢« 5 ¢« & » »

n:i-on of Pngineering, Surveys & Zoning

Highw ays
Water

Departuent of Wharves, Docks & Ferries . . . .

Department of Supplies & Purehases

- G

L

£

508
13

TOTAL

«a & 8 &5 & 8 & 0

21

1307

e

& w B <

1589
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Hydraulie Cement Specimens - 1938

Domestie Hydraullie Portland Cement 377
Foreign " - " 3
Mortar Cement 17
TOTAL - 397
Distribution of Cemert Specimens - 1938
Department of City Transit 151
Department of Public Safety 20
Bureau of Building Inspestion 20

Department of Publie Works 225

Bureau Engineering, Sur.: Zoning 65

» Highweys 158

. Water 1
Department of Supplies & Purchases 1
TOTAL - 387
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BUREAU OF ENGIKEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING.
—__--—-——_-‘-—-——_—._____

Je H. lm. Chief EM and EEEE.

ANNUAL REPORT - 1937

The Bureau of Engineering, Surveys and Zoning, has functions comprising
planning, construection, investigation and reperts. The comstruction activities
camprise new City bridges; participation, with the railroads entering the City, in
the elimination of grade erossings and railroad improvements; the construction of
sewers and drainage structures, and such additional operations as may be assigned;
plans for street improvements and other classes of construction are prepared for
carrying out, under comtract by other bureaus and departments. The routine duties
mnumommmmutiuwammrcthWMnﬂm
testing of materials emtering into comstruction and alse the supplies purchased for

omtludofthquutitmx-uttmmdnhmmmmm
the City construection work; mmmnm1mmmrummm
mutimﬂthhthohm&thcs.tn the registering of land deeds and the
recording of transfers of property are alse functions of the Bureau,

The work of the SURVEY DISTRICTS is outlined as follows:

L'TS STAKED: - For bm‘m purposes, m., A T g papapay 2,036

Grades furnished for new hm‘.‘.. Sretessssssneevnan 2,468 lin, fte
CORVEYANCE; - Properties surveyed, plans and &oariptiﬂ sssssevnane 4,116 '
FARM SURVEYS: - i b A A A A L L L L T TR L L T o T T 2204.3 acres

KISCELLAKEOUS SURVEYS: - made or staked e T P — 47
CURB BEGUI.HIOI!: = Mm curb measured and certified sessenenene 301,144 lin, f'%.
curb corners staked out SesSesPUIREIERBICRARRRERRS 590

FOOTWAYS: - paving or repaving measured and certified sesssavssssenae 15,778 8Qe yds.
curb and f“hyl assessment bills Prepared scsvsescsssese 712 ’
ALLEYS AXD DRIVEWAYS:- pm-rurmuummlmam 154,603 lin. ft.
paving or repaving measured and certified ... 44,706 sqe ydse
asgessment bills Prepared cecsevessecessscnes 7,253
SUB=-DIVISION PLAKS (9‘6 “) - lots shown SeesNsENIRNTIsRILIREELIRIBRRRES l'm
49

mmm m ..‘.l...............I‘.....l...l..l...l."...'......'

WHARF PLANS - Plans and surveys (8), lines furnished for ssevessssess 35,237 lin, ft.

NISCELLANEQOUS PLANS - i S AR, 142
CITY PLANS: - small city plans pr-{:uﬂ; sectiomal city plans prep.
compiled eity plans 42) L T T . 1,428 acres

acres surveyed for new & revised sectiomal plans and
covered by stoning or restoning sssscssssssenesnsnnns 1,163 acres
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Yonuments M.---o-.-o.n.t-o.-o.o-t-.oo....oc.co...--o
Levels run to establish grades or LEnches s.evececssse
Reports on City plan changes; deeds, releases, etc., and
description prepared for deeds of dedicetion cecees
LAW PLANS - prepared for Board of View; various legal purposes
PASSENGAR RAILWAYS - Streets covered; lines and grades furnished...
UTILITY COMPANIES - Streets covered; lines and grades; report on
lppliutim for £ locationSecsesscccssss
BRIDGES -~ Lines and m. furnished (‘ pm-)otataootoo...ooo.-ltt
DRAINAGE - Preliminary surveys amd plans made for sewers (45)..eese
Lines and m furnished BRI EERNNANRRIEEIINBREROERDS
m excavation and MASONTY HMOASUTed sescecscsssssssss
Inlets staked e N AR
Lateral pipe and inlet commect. measured sresssmrsrunons
Flans of constructed sewers and appurtenances pre. (32).
Assessment bills L Y T T YT
WATER PIFE - Plans prepared for Water Bureau and Water Companies (39)
Lines and m furnished SssdssesaesensesnseraeBRBEY
Lines & grades for fire hydrants (23) ngm-nsnju
of streets for water pipe to be laid (5 ssssesseseces
CURRENT ESTIMATES LR T T T LTI
REFORTS - Street opemings; street improvements; including plans and

172
74,800 lin. ft.

206
95
m.s&o lin,. ft.
9,358 1in. ft.
413
50 lin ft.
43,365 lin. ft.
13,378 -
2,217 cu. yds.
2064

14,532 1in. ft.

12,877 1lin. ft.
24

‘O’MT lh. “.

40,184 1in. ft.

28
110

estimates; mandams certificates; Chief Engineer reports;

liscellareous R T Y Y Lt

LIEES - Deseriptions prepared for any Department or Bureau
ZORING -
PERMITS - Bureau of Building Inspection - mmber investigated .eeee
MISCELLANEQOUS - Blue prints of old property plans cccesevsccccccses
Lin. feet of stake outs; curb and gutter marks; lines & grades,
Street IM; prhn Sﬂ‘iﬂ‘; irlimg. “ssessesenassssnnsnsene
Flans and profiles R L T A,
Plans and sketches R P -
Letters certifying no change in property plans sesseeessscccoce
Cross sections and estimates - 503 Island 1) 1 P
Flans and estimates rumways - 5. Davis Wilsen Airpottececcecece

Plans - acerage covered (5 PM)o-.--.-ooo-o-o-o-..ooouoco.o-n
Draimage, survey and plans (2 pllnl)......u.u....-.....-..u.
m’.‘h&. staked for Bureau of Street Cleaning .eccececcccseces
GEADING - Plans and Pﬂlmm estinmates (102)--oo-.ooc..ooo.ut-to.
Cubiec yards measured, cut and fillesesesssnscssssssncncne

Street covered TEssssssatss s sssss st ettt RRREBRERS

Lines and grades furnished TescssssssssssRIsseRsEsROROn.

FAVING - Flans prepared for p"‘-ﬂ‘ (31)..-coo-.oootobcotnoo...---o.
m MI measured and Cmum--.-c.o.-...oo-...ont.o

Linear feet street covered LA AL EX R L L L N Ty

Linear feet lines and grades furniehed..cseescsecseconcoce
Assessment bnl'looo.ll...l.....l...tI.Ic......n..—..i..tlt
REPAVING « Plans prepared for repaving (01).. reesssscssesesenRenn e
Squln M. meagured and .Qrtifi“.otoo-oo--ooo-ott.on.

Linear feet street 0"."‘.o-aooooo.o.n.o-atoo-o....-ooo

Lines and grades furnished CAaRsesssssENsERBRR SRR ERRERS

COMPLETED CONTRACTS = Private sewers and ‘-ﬂiuoocﬂo.o-ooocootoococ
Faving and inprovenent.ccessssscsscncsescocss

Repaving and resurfacing ..ccccccecccscsssssns

RBeceipts ceceseces
nmlm mB mxms ............-...................-..‘.......

2e

Properties posted for Board of Adjustment or Road Day notices

1,056
17
351
3,441
119

145,121 1lin. ft.
21,927 1lin. ft.
379
25
463,208 cu. ydse
7,043 lin. ft.
101.3“ cu, yds.
1,32445 acres
6,040 acres
1
105,902 lin. ft.
518.791 Clle ytin
88,000 lin. ft.
311,487 lin. ft.
42,689 lin. ft.
89,“1 8Qe yds.
27,025 lin. fte
123,880 lin. ft.
144
107,778 1lin. ft.
- 196,584 sq. yds.
49,142 lia. ft.
241,851 lin, ft.
$84,594,00
$269,038,00
§521,158400

$875,190,00
$ 93,937,70
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TRAFFIC - Reports on camplaints; mumber of traffic lanes marked; investigations
of coordinated signal lights; investigation single signal lights (4,321)

THE I'LANS AND REGISTRY DIVISION:- An increase is shown in the number of

ers reg Room work of approximately 30% over 1936. The
preparation of the Registry plates, to take the plase of old atlas sheets and maps
is nearly completed, but the work was delayed during 1537 by the temporary transfer
from the Division of several men engaged in this works A WPA Project, copying
Registry Books, has been in progress since liarch, 1937 and twenty-two books completed
to the end of the year.

DETAILED SUMMARY

Transfers plottd e e T P T T T Y 49.“’
mml lm plw AR R A R R RS R R R R R R R AR R AR R R R RR R R R ] 3.
Certificates of registered owners issued to publiC sseccssscccssssee
Certificates of ”ﬂmm ovners issued to Law hﬂmt sssssvsee
Flan books examined by the public and officials sseveccsssccsccscsas 193
Mptl-l £1lOd cevevevscncancsccssssscontssssonsssssesssssasnnns 45
Domipttm filed from 1865 to 1937. inclusive seccscvesvescencsnce 3.939.
Titles examined for Pm book entries cevececesscscocessscnscscsscncse &
Certificates of street openings issued to City Departuents seececese
Miscellaneous pllﬂ. drawn for city w. Sresssssseessenantans
Miscellaneous f...iptl L L L T L Y
Affidavits of street m filed ecescssccsosensssccsnscnssnncscsee
Streets Q“ b,' Affidavits cescecvesvscnsseccssssessssscssssscnane
City pm. OTdeTred cevevccesasssaseessscssesessssnsssesssssanssssess
Confirmed Gity Phll Filed secevesvccscrcsesscssscoscssvsssssnsscsse
Jm plans orderod cssccscssessccssscsssssssssssessnstsssassssasssses
Apprmd street railway plans £iled seceesvescessavsssssscscecsccnnes
M plm L1100 0000000000000 000000000000000000830080000000sa000000
Deeds of dedication filed secessscsscscecsesscesssssasssnscssscssene
Deeds of dedication recorded sceeveseccscssscssscsscssnosesssccssses 68
Releases of l‘butting owners £iled sesessvescssscsscossnssosscenone 11
Releases of lbutting owners recorded sececescessasssccssecssscsssanes 8
Cost of recording deeds and releases seesscescscssssssscsossescssscs m;g
27

<5
&
.

le 1“‘ m LA AR L R AR L R R R Al R A R R A L R R R R R R R R R R R ]

O1d mm pht.l plet‘bol. T )

New Registry plates (i. progess of m’ti‘)c.--..ootoooo-.--.o.- 14
Subpunl issued Is‘im wm Division seeesssesccsscscsessacses 128
Appearances in Court sevesessescscecsesssssscssessscnsssnscsssscncse 137

Amount of Witness Fees collected sccovesncessccssssssssssssssnssanss mm

ZONING DIVISION;= There has been a decided increase in the activities of the

vision eh has produced corresponding increases inm receipts that
have been turned inte the City Treasury. The cash receipts for 1937 amount to
§21,841.00, as against $16,715,00, for 1936,

All related activities increased accordingly and the work was carried
on with no increase in the perédomnel. The various activities of the Divisiem
are outlined in the following table which also shows the increase.

3.
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ZONING DIVISION for Years 1956 -~ 1937,

1836 1937 Percentage
Increase
Fumber of requeste for information 14,702 22,633 53.9%
Number of applications filed 6,585 10,354 57e2%
Kumber of Zoning permits issued 4,309 5,818 354%
Number of Use Registration Permits issued 1,883 2,183 15.9%
Number of Referemces to Board of Adjustment 208 266 27.8%
Number of Applications "Permit net required"2,586 4,607 7842%
Fumber of Zoming Permits refused 944 10.3%
Number of Use Registration Permits refused 559 804 43.8%
Number of refusals appealed to the Board of
Ad justment 971 1,228 26.7%
Fumber of Inspectioms 706 931 31.9%
Humber of Complaints investigated 135 141 4.4%
Number of Vouchers issued 8,178 4,251 33.87%
Amount of Cash Receipts $16,116. $21,841, 304T%
Number of true coples of applications for
Board of Adjistment 1,056 1,332 26.15%
Number of sign applications (Higlwmay)
acted upon 2,567 1,212 52487 Decrease

Number of Dexeriptions, for Dist. Class.

chenges made for Board of Adj:stment 78 114 40425%
Humber of letters to Fire Marshal for his

approval or disapproval of use o 154 -
Humber of Changes of Zoning laps made by .

Ordinance of Council 47 66 4044%
Kumber of changes of Zoning laps proposed

by Resolution of Council 126 115 874 Decrease

DESIGK DIVISION:~ The work of the Design Division inoluded the design and contract
or sewers at 43 locations, of which 33 were for comstruetion at private cest,
for mechanical intercepting gates at 4 locations, and sewage flow gauging stations at
& locations along Stenton Avenue to measure the quantity of sewage received from
Montgomery County as a basis for bills rendered under the inter-sounty agreement,

Contract plans were campleted for the grade crossing eliminations at Mt. Airy
Avenue and at Allegheny Avemue and the tracks of the Reading Companmy. It is expected that
these operations will be carried out with Federal Fumd participation through the
Pemnsylvania State Department of Higlways and in combination with City and Reading Companye

The design of the S, Davis Wilsom Airport was completed and comstructien
plans prepared for the runways, drainage, beacon tower, access streets and the relocatiom
of the tracks of the Pemnsylvania Railrcad Company to aveid interferemce with the
Airport censtruetion and operatiom.

Studies and preliminary estimates were made for drainage extensions and
corrections at 57 locations and for bridges at 6 locations. In addition, plans
prepared by Railroad Cempanys for bridge structures at 4 locations were checked for
design, strength and cost,

Private plans for marquees, waults, canopies and signs projecting into the
higiways were checked for design and strength before permits were granted to 21 loeationse




Permit applications made by Public Utility Cempanys for occupation of
space in the higlways were investigated and check to the total of 815.

Miseellaneous routine operations involved the study and report om a
number of retaining wall corrections om priwate property, drivewmmy conditions,
traffic relief and highway interferences, capacity of stormwater culverts and drainage
waterways., Also the preparation of specifications, propesal forms, record sheets,
procedure forms and the nimeogra hing of same for various Departments and Bureaus and
for the City participation in the preojects of the Works Progress Administratiom.

cmammma.— During the year 1937, there was made available for the
mmmmnmooo.oo. Later in the year, am
oublhgﬂimmptuﬁu‘menﬁutnnmm,thmwﬁhhh

still proceeding.

The completion of eleven (11) privete sewer contracts made an increase of
1.64 miles of sewer to the drainage system of the City. At the end of 13837, there
was & total of 1,789.43 miles of sewers within the limits of the City of Philadelphia.

WASHINGTON LANE SEWER BETWEEN MANSFIELD AVENUE AND RUGBY STREET:;- This is & 4'6¢" x
3'0" brick sewer decreasing to a 3'6" x 2'4" brick sewer. Work was started in 1937,
and 45% is now complete., The limit of conmtract is $35,000.00.

BRIDGE CONTRACT WORKs

MILL ROAD (7lst Strect) OVER COBBS CREEK:; - This bridge is composed of steel girders
encased in conerete with stome faced masonry and is 46 feet 5 inches clear width and
51 feet long between bearings. Approaches are included in the comtract. The total
cost of this contract is $31,200,00," half of which will be paid by Delaware County.
The work is 70% complete.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL FROJECT: = Aoumrcwm;mmw ork
to connect to the Upper Frankford Creek L w Level Colleoting Sewer and the Lower Frank-
ford Creek Low Level Collecting Sewer was entered into and is 80X camplete. This work
comsists of nineteen (19) intercepting chamber units and is the last step in clearing
the Frankford Creek of sewage. The contraet is limited to $240,000.

THE S. DAVIS WILS N AIRPORT:; - During 1937, sealed propesals were received for Storm-
water Conduits, Eleetrieal Work, mrmmhautt-dMMMst
S. hﬁotnmurpcﬂ. Ammﬂmmrewwcmunh
the amount of $7,500, and 50% of the work was completed in 1937, Ancther contract
was entered into for Excavation of Drainage Ditches but ne work was done in 1937,
This contract amounts to $7,660.

The following WORKS FROGRESS AIMINISTRATION FROJECTS were supervised
by the Cemstruetion Division:-

THIRTIETH STEEET VIADUCT FROM WALNUT STREET TO ARCH STREET; - Stopped leaks through
_the conorete deck, installed copper flashings and gutters at all epansien joints;
and blasted the rust from the structural steel; applied red lead paint and r epainted
all of the structural steel with Lwo coats ofvhite lead.

DREDGING IN THE SCHUYLKILL RIVER FAIRMOUNT DAM AND STRAWBERRY MANSION BRIDGE;=-
8ilt was removed by dredging, making possible exiemsive river sports. The embankments
on t he west side between Fairmount Dem and Girard Avenue Bridge were widened and graded,
in a suitable manner for the aecomodations of thousands of people observing organiszed
water sports.
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MUBICIPAL STADIUM:~ Additiomal toilet facilities were built in at the two north

ends of the Stadium proper, and new toilets were erected at the extreme north emd
in the rear of the new stande for the accomodation of the additional 350,000 people
seating capacity. The new north stands were completed.

The interior of the Broadecasting Booths were rebuilt and comsider-
able miseellaneous work was dome in preparation for the ARMY-NAVY Football Game.

CONVENTION HALL; - A projeet was started in December, 1937, to erect a steel fence
across the east end of the upper level driveway around the building.

PERMIT DIVIS ION
M“......‘....‘......D..Im
mmmu.mm 2,259
Connections made to double 342
Inspections to repair lateral and old

connections 169
Special inspections to sewers 50

Total imspections (2,820) 2820

Tohlplmm“-.o..-..---..... 27
mm"m.-ocoococcoooon 21
General routine of the office - informatiem daily

to architeets, builders, title mem, plumbers

and assignments to two inspectorse

Total receipts for 1937 - $18,871.74, which is
a $6,734,35 gain over last year

PLANS DIVISION:= The Gemeral Flans unit, which develops the City Flan and does
Telated research work of the Department of Public Werks, prepared during the year,

in addition to numerous plamming studies, a wide variety of special plans and field
work in comneetiom with important municipal events, and cellected considerable data
upon various phases of planning and prepared many maps and charts for use in smawering
inquiries from other cities and countries. The fellowing, illustrates the type of work
done by this Divisionie

Plans -« Exhibits prepared, assembled and arranged in exhibifion space for Federal
Administration EBxhibition held at Convention Hall - February 13, 1937.

%Pmm, buildings, ete., adjacent to Parlway from 22nd Street to the
River, Race Street to Parkway.

Study of park drives leading to City Avenue bridge over Schuylkill River between
Wissahicken Drive, Ridge Avenue and City Avenue Bridge.

Study plan - lines and grades revision for proposed housing projeet on 0ld Glenwood
Cemetery - Ridge Avenue., Glenwood Avenue and 25th Street.

Studies and assembling Liberty Bell Poster with 13 historieal pictures thereon for
publieity purposes in comnection with Censtitution Celebration held in September.

Six study plans - Northside of Parkway from City Hall to Pairmount Park. Showing build-
ings, assessments thereon of properties adjesent to Parlowmy; assessments as of 1931 and
1337 showing assessment tremds.
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TESTING LABORATORY:;=- The Testing Laboratory continued the chemical and physiscal testing
of materials for construction work, supplies and purchases for the various City Depart-
ments and Bureau and maintemsnce of Institutions. It also assisted in the investigation
of materials proposed for use under City contracts, the preparation of specifications
for materials, investigation of failures of materials and, through the Bureau of
Building Inspection, has maintained a check on materials used in private construction.

The lLaboratory maintains membership in the American Society for Testing
Materials ani participates directly with that bedy in formulating standard specifications
and test metheds for materials and methods of comstruction and maintenance.

Plant inspections and tests were made of four hydraulic Portland cements teo
determine their qualifications for inclusion in the list of approved cements for use
under City comtracts. At the request of the Fire Marshal, an investigation was made of
a failure im a refrigeration plant resulting inm e fatality and a report remdered covering
regulations governing the safe operation of such plants,

Tests were made during the year to a total number of 6678 distributed as follows:

Department of Public Works - 4,
Department of Public Safety -

Department of Publiec Health -

Department of City Transit -

Department of Public Welfare

Departuent of Wharves, Docks & Ferries

Department of Supplies and Purchases
Fairmount Park Commission

~EnBEBERS

With the designation by the layor of the Chief Engineer as Seeretary of the
Mayor's Committee, the Bureau beeame & clearing house for all WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
PROJECTS submitted by the wvarious City Departments and Bureaus, Numerous projects were
tentatively preoposed, covering almost every phese of municipal functiomal activities,
ineluding new construction; rehabilitation and repeirs te structures; extensions te
plants for increased efficiemcy in eperatiom; revival of maintemance work deferred because
of inadequate sppropriations; and surveys under the heading of White Collar Projectsyq
covering such things as traffic counts; data relating to housing conditions; inmvestigation
of buildings te determime their usefulness and safety of ocoupancy; investigatien of
fire hazards; boiler and elevator inspection; compilation of information as to conditions
in City institutions, notably those having to do with the operation of the Departments
of Public Health and Public Welfare; preparation of plans and specifications after
architectural surveys for comstruction of new City institutions or extensive improvements
and repairs to existing ones. Genmerally speaking, theee were the primecipal classificat-
ions of W.P.A. Projeets, but included emonz them were all of the activities that normally
constitute the proper operation of a mumicipality. For all, there was need of Federal
aid and cooperation. Becuase of the depressed fimancial conditioms of the City, and
enforced retrenchment which first began to develop in 1330, upkeep and maintenance
work of various City units had been deferred. The epportunity te participate in Federal
Aid grants has, therefore, beem of considerable bemefit to the City and its taxpayers,
in additien to giving work to the unemployed. These projects, which have beem operat-
ing continuously throughout the year, have contributed to the social and econemis welfare
of the City.

During the year - 95 projects were selected and forwarded to the Works Progress
Adninist ator. Of this group, 59 projects were approved, supplying work for 22,622
men at a total cost of $12,147,601.,05. The City's spemsoring cemtributien, applied te
the purchase of materials and supplies, amounts to $1,287,249.,254 This program is the
largest and most comprehensive that the City has undertaken sinee the inception of the

. Te = 3‘§_—143Q




Federal Emergency Relief Program. All of the work ineident to the preparation of these
projects, imnsefar as &ommwmcawtammmum.

ummwnarm%mammnmsmemm This
work has mainly consisted of the na and supplies, pre-
[ paration of propesals and requisitions, supervision of the delivery of materials for

various approved projects. This Division maintains separate accounts for all records

in connection with the disbursement of the $1,023,000,00 fund made available by City
Councils The operation of the Division has been successfully carried on with a personnel
50% less than the immediately preceding years, and, in additiom, it has performed all
mmmamuuapmiuulm—thgfqnﬂmmmnh

to the Bureau for payrolls amd supplies, the maintenamce of persomnel amd other records.

Through the subsidiaries of the Federal Emergency Relief Act, principally
WORKS PROGRESS ADM 'NISTRATION, desigmned to give immediate relief to the unemployed in
public works and related aetivities mot requiring extemsive plans or preparation, the
City benefited in the cempleting of several miner public works improvements of noticeably
useful value.

Attention is particularly called to the following projects:

Contimuing the work of repairing 145 Police and Fire Stations.

Contimuing the work of eleaning City Hall.

Repairs to bulldings and improvemenmts te grounds at the Philadelphia Hospital
for Mental Diseases; House of Correction and the Philadelphia General Hospital.

Additional improvements at the Municipal Stadiumm including the improvement of
toilet facilities, press stands, broadeasting booths, new gates and the completion of
the North Stand te a permanent structure.

Grading and improvement to coumtry roads, in outlying seetioms, particularly
Germantown and the Kortheast.

Improvement to the Municipal Pumping Stations end FPilter Plants at Belmont,
Shawmont, Torresdale and Queen Lane.

Improvement to the City Recreational Centers and swimming pools.
I Construction of rumways - S, Davis Wilsom Airport
Installation of City owned automatic Keystome Telephone System.

Laying permanent conorete sidewalks, Ridge Avenus down to Ninth Street,
over subway struotures.

Dredging Schuylkill River.
Painting Traffic Markings.
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In gemeral, it might be said that the year 1937, as & result of the
activities imaugurated by the present Administratiom with funds made available by
City Coumeil for the purchase of materials and supplies, and
by the Federal , Shows more progress has been made in restoring City
structures, imthe rebabilitation of worn out offieial records, and in gemeral muin-
mdum.mnmmmmmm. Continuation of these
mﬂammmnunmm“nmuﬂiﬁndmhm
structures long awaiting repairs because of lack of sufficient fumds. The so-called
White-Collar projects will, also, if carried to completiom, develop such data and
information of inmtrinsiec and wortlwhile value to the Departments in formulating
pmrnmmmmmmmmmnnnummum
convenient and satisfactory service to the taxpayers.

Respectfully submitted,

Jo H. NEESON,
Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

BES;P8F:C
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ANNUAL REPORT OF ZONING DIVISION FOR 1937

RECEIPTS, WORK, GENERAL REMARKS: The matter most worthy of note in the whole year's

activity is the unprecedented inorease in all the figures relating to the work done by the
Division. The amount of business transacted by the Division was far and away much grea.ter
than for any previous twelve-month period. The surge upward in the receipts for which
vouchers were issued really began in December of the previous year and continued unabated
up to and through March, after which a gradual but steady decline that persisted through
the latter months set in. However, the receipts for October and December were the only
months to show a decrease fram last year for the same months, - the decrease being $671

and §157, respectively. The receipts for the first four months were $85679, being almost
as great as for the whole year of 1954. Those for the first five months were 70% of the
whole year of 1936s. During the first six months of 1937, $5418 more was taken in than
for the eorrespo.nding period in 1936, while the net increase for the year was $5125 - show-
ing that slightly more then the net increase for the whole year was accumulated in the first
six months. The receipts for the latter half of 1937 were practically equal to those of
1936, The total receipts for 1937 and 1936, for which vouchers were issued, were $21841
and §$16716.,

Neither the beginning, duration nor emount of this activity could have been anticipat-
ed from eny previous experience. One of the factors contributing to the high totals for
the early months - one not likely to occur soon again - was the number of demolitions or=-
dered by the Bureau of Building Inspection following the collapse of some dildpidated dwell-
ings with the ensuing furore. The other was the number of building operations for which
permits were taken out early so as to get a head start in the spring, Although receipts
declined after March, the number of applications did not, for in April more applications
were filed than in any month of the Division's existence.

The number of applications filed and acted upon and not the amount of cash receipts

is the measure of work done. In 1934 less than 5000 applications, and in 1937 more than
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Annual Report - Zoning Division - 1937, page 2

10,000 applications were filed. The Division, however, does other things not comnected
in any way with applications, as & glance at the items listed in the statistical repért
will show, but, still the applications filed give rise to the bulk of the work and it must
be done right away.

The beginning of the year saw one less man assigned to the Division and with applica-
tions flowing in as they were the staff was taxed to the utmost; supplies were used at an
unprecedented rate and filing space was at a premium. The supplies and filing cabinets
were received just in time, The work was reapportioned and rerouted, facilities rearranged,
work speeded up, safe-guards against error reduced and tabulation of what would have proven
valuable statistics neglected. On August 7th, one of the staff resigned. Early in Novem-
ber another of the personnel was given a special assignment, temporarily, and at this writ-
ing the work of the Division is being done by three less men than in 1936.

DISTRICT CHANGES: The number of ordinances passed by Council, requiring chenges

in the Zoming Maps in 1936 was 37.3% as great as the number of resolutions passed request-
ing hearings on proposed changes. The comparable figure for 1937 is 57.4%. These resol-
utions and ordinances enteil much tedious time-consuming work, requiring as they do the
drafting of descriptions of the areas included in the changes, the making of the changes
and the placing of them on the maps.

LETTERS TO THE FIRE MARSHALL: An item not heretofore occurring in the statistical

report is "Letters to the Fire Marshall®, of which there were 154, These letters are
wkitten to the Fire Marshall whenever an application is made for a use that is per se or
may develop into & fire hazard. They are pursuant to a policy adopted following the
report of the Mayor's Special Committee on Fire Prevention made August 27, 1936, wherein
some definite rules are set forth and specific uses enumerated.

COURT APPEARANCES: Court appearances for cash (not in connection with Zoning or

other City or State cases) have increased progressively from O in 1933, to 1, 3, 8 and 12
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for the years 1934, 1935, 1936 and 1937, respectively.

PERVITS NOT REQUIRED: One very disconcerting thing to be noted is the consistency

of the figures, expressing the relation, that the number of applications, pursuant to which
no permits are required, bears to the total number of applications examined. These are
Imown in the Zoning Division as "Not Requireds" and for the years from 1933 to 1937 amount-
ed to 41.4%, 41.7%, 43.3% 39.4% and 44.7%, respectively, of all the a.pp].icﬁtions that
crossed the counter. Although they do not require permits to be issued, one of these
often requires more time and emergy to be expended on it then several ordinary applications.
In any business - except public business - such a state of affairs would not be tolerated.
It is quite probable that in & majority of these cases, if the truth were lmowm, the job
required a permit from the beginning or developed into one that did.

REFUSAL NOTICES: Whenever an application was filed and a refusal notice issued,

an appeal was mede to the Board of Adjustment; 70% of the times in 1937 and 68.7% in 19364
One of these Refusal Notices may be one or several refusals, either Zoning or Use. One
application, one refusal notice is the order of the day. These figures do not appear in
the statistical report.

SIGNS: The explanation for the decrease of 52.8% in the number of sign applications

hendled in connection with the Bureau of Highways, is that whereas formerly all applications
for signs on the highweys passed through the Zoning Division, this past year only those
presenting a more difficult zoning question were referred here for a decision. This does
not mean that the work here has decreased proportionately or that the total number of
applications passing through the Bureau of Highways has diminished.

TRUE COPIES: In Mgy, 1937, & new procedure relating to true copies of applications

for hearings before the Board of Adjustment was inaugurated. Theretofore, this Division
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made the true copies and certified to their correctness; now they are made by the applicant
but are still ecarefully checked and certified as to correctness.

Statistical Report is attached hereto.

Respectfully submitted,

Clotl Hte Momnetl

CHARLES MacDONNELL,
CM:E Acting Head, Zoning Division,

Ll-193¢
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ANNUAL REFORT OF ZONING DIVISION FOR 1937

RECEIPTS, WORK, OBWERAL REMARKS: The matter most worthy of note in the whole year's
activity is the unprecedented increase in all the figures relating to the work dome by the
Division, The amowmt of business transacted by the Division was far and away much gremter
than for any previcus twelve-month periods The surge upward in the receipts for which
mmmmﬁpunnm:.rmmmumm
up %o and through Nereh, after which & gradual but steady docline that persisted through
the latter months set in, However, the receipts for Ugtober and December were the omly
months to show a decrease fram last year for the same momths, - the deorease being $671
and §157, respectively., The receipts for the first four menths were §8679, being almost
as great as for the whole year of 1954. Those for the first five menths were 70X of the
whole year of 1936 During the first six momths of 1057, §$5418 more was taken in than
for the corresponding pericd in 1956, while the net inorease for the year was §5125 ~ show-
ing that slightly more then the net increase for the whole year was acowmulated in the first

. six momths, The receipts for the latter half of 1957 were practically equal to those of

1936, The total receipts for 198Y and 1936, for which vouchers were issued, were $21841
and 16716,

Neither the begimming, duration nor amount of this activity could have been antiocipate
ed from eny previous experience. Onme of the factors contributing to the high totals for
the early months -« one not likely to occcur soon again = was the number of demolitioms ore

dered by the Bureau of Building Inspection following the collapse of some dilapidated dwelle

ings with the ensuing furore. The other was the mugber of bullding operations for which
pernits were taken out carly so as to get a head start in the spring, Although receipts
declined after March, the number of applicaticns did not, for in April more applications
wore filed than in any month of the Division's existence,

The number of applications filed and acted upon and not the amount of cash receipts

48 the measure of work dome, In 1934 less than 5000 applicatioms, and in 18357 more than

(2219328
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10,000 applications were filed. The Division, however, does other things not connected
in any way with applications, &s a glance at the items listed in the statistical report
will show, but, still the applications filed give rise to the bulk of the work and it must
_be done right away.

The beginning of the year saw one less men essigned to the Division and with applica=
tions flowing in as they were the staff was taxed to the utmost; supplies were used at an
wnprecedented rate and filing space was et & prenium. The supplies and filing csbinets
were received just in time, The work was reapportiomed end rerouted, facilitice rearranged,
work speeded up, safe-guarde against error reduced and tabulation of what would have proven
valusble statistics negleoted. (m August Tth, ome of the staff resigned. Eerly ia Novem=
ber another of the persomnel was given & special assigmment, temporarily, and at this writ-
ing the work of the Division is being done by three less mem them in 1936,

DISTRICT CHANGES: The mumber of ordinances passed by Council, requiring changes
hmzmumhmmﬂﬂumtummammmw
ing hearings on proposed changes, The camparable figure for 1957 is 57.4%. These resol-
utions and ordinances entail much tedious time-comsuming work, requiring as they do the
drafting of desoriptions of the ereas included in the changes, the making of the changes
and the placing of them on the maps.

LETTERS TO THE FIRE MARSHALL: An item not heretofore ocourring in the statistical
'wn'muumnﬂnmu'.«mawmmm. These letters are
whitten to the Fire Farshall whemever an application is made for & use that is per se or
may develop into a fire hazard, They are pursusnt to a policy adopted following the
report of the ¥ayor's Special Camittee on Fire Provention made August 27, 1956, wherein
some definite rules are set forth and specific uses enumerated. '

COURT APFEARANCES: Court appearances for cash (not in comnection with Zeming or

other City or State cases) have inoreased progressively from O im 1933, to 1, 3, 8 and 12
L1 G 39
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for the years 1954, 1935, 1936 and 1957, respectively. _

PERKITS NOT REQUIRED: One very discomcerting thing to be noted is the comsistemcy
of the figures, expressing the relation, that the mumber of applications, pursuant to which
no permits are required, bears to the total number of applications exmmined. These are
nown in the Zoning Division as "Not Regquireds” and for the years fram 1933 to 1937 amounte
od to 41447, 41.7%, 43.3% 39.4% and 44.7%, respectively, of all the applications that
erossed the counter, Although they do not require pemmits to be issued, ome of these
often requires more time and emergy to be expended on it than several ordinary applications.
In any business ~ except public business - such a state of affairs would not be tolerated.
It is quite probsble that in & majority of these cases, if the truth were lmowm, the job
required a permit from the beginning or developed into ome that did,

REFUSAL WOTICES: Vhemever an application was filed and & refusal notice issued,
an appeal was made to the Board of Adjustments 70X of the tires in 1937 and 68,74 in 1836,
One of these Refusal Notices may be ome or several refusals, either Zeming or Use.s One
lﬂdiﬂ.ﬂ“lnﬂﬂhhﬂhdi&ﬂ. These figures do not appear in
the statistical report.

SI1cNS: The explanation for the decrease of 52,8% in the mumber of sign applications

handled in comnection with the Bureau of Highweys, is that whereas formerly all applications

for signs on the highways passed through the Zoming IMivision, this past year only those
presenting a more diffieult soning guestiom were referred here for & decision, This does
not mean that the work here has decrsased proportiomately or that the total mumber of
applications passing through the Burseu of Highways has diminished.

TRUE COPIES: In Vey, 1957, a new procedure relating to true copies of applications
for hearings before the Board of Adjustment was inmugurated. Theretofore, this Division

(5193
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* made the true copies and certified to their correctness; now they are made by the applicant
but are still carefully checked and certified as to correctness,
statistioal Report is attached hereto,
Respectfully submitted,

oy Mettlosnsd

CisE Acting Head, Zoming Division,

S T e TS T

bo-193%



R e P ' T e ——
” _ REP(RT OF ZONTNG DIVISION FOR YRARS 1936 AND 1937. \%ﬁ
< T T '._’zu .
k. 1936 1937 Increase
- . “ = —
2% ’ 14702 22633 53.9%
6585 10354 572 %
1309 5818 35. %
18853 2183 15.9 %
208 266 27.8 %
., 2586 4607 78.2%
856 9l 0.35%
e 559 g0k 43,86
X " In 1223 26. %
706 931 31.9%
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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF ENGINEERING, SURVEYS AND ZONING

CITY HALL ANNEX

MARTIN J. McLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR

JOHN H. NEESON
CHIEF OF BUREAU

REPLY AND REFER TO:NES-40:PCF; 0 Yeaxmary 14, 1938e
From ¢ Chief Clerk.
To ¢t Mre Eo Re Schofield, Division Engineer,
Mre J. G. Bailey, " -
lMre As Fo Bl,u’bidge, iy .
Mre A. Zane Hoffman, 5 -
Mre Go K, Hﬂldm’ ¥ i

Subject : ANNUAL REPORT - 1937,

Please forward to this office, a report of activities
in your Division, covering the year 1937,

The report should be in this office on or before Tuesdey,
Jebruary 1, 1938,

P. 5« FISHER,
Chief Clerke

o ll" . _ bf‘, 1Q 3‘
s h_wm—mﬂ* - et ....o ;
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