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V" On the fifth of March, 1856, the new Ttalian Ope
Covent Garden, was re-built, after the destruct

a former one,erected more than o centur,y P
by the famous Rich, of ““ Beggar’s Opera™ celebrify,
was upbappily destyoyed. by fire at the. -
bal masque; and now, after a lengthened- f

Jitigation, which has prevented earlier movements,
we find an en . “splendid_edifice
rising with fairy-like rapidity frotn its foundations,

and promized to mgg‘gytq the public in the middle
2n

of May, little more ,s{ﬁqimés from its com-
iak, the kindness and

mencement.

Your correspondent in
under the escort of the well. owﬁ‘, talented and
most indefatigable treasurer, M. Poteanx, been ena-'
bled to make a thorough examination of the building,
and been permitted also to inspect the plans and !
drawings of the different parts, inferior as well as
exterior, 8o that I'may venture to
tion of what is and is to be, for
your transatlantic readers. © *° !

The intended theatre ig perfectly new, the ruins of
the old one havini ‘been cleared away to their very
foundations; and to the untutored eye the inmense
walls of brick and mortar, rising to the height of
nearly a hundred feet above the street, present little |
more than a chaog of building materials, that might
almost vie in magnitade with the pyramids of the
Pharoghs. Enough, however, may be dis .
after the first explanations have been given, to
enable one to form some general conception of the
design, though even at this late period all presents:
such an appearance of dust, busile and confusion -
that, were we not assured that all the darpentry
work, upholstery, interior fittings, scenery and stage
decorations, were in a forward state of preparation
elsewhere, any prospect of the theatre bheing com-
plete and ready for an audience in six brief
weeks would be purely fabulous. -~ Mv. Cye,
however, has ere’ now rubbed Aladdin’s lamp
to some purpose in his ecaterings for the
public; and when we recollect the all but
insuperable difficulties that he hasalready surmount-
ed, and tbat he has the invaluable 2id of Sir Charles
Barry as an architect, and the enterprising Messrs.
Luicas as contractors for the building, we entertain
little doubt that all will be ready for: the opening
day; and our only hope is that the public will, by
their liberal patronage, duly reward Mr. Gye for so
noble, so mighty an enterprise.

The edifice, which, unlike its predecessor, stands
east and west—that is with the stage in the latter |

direction—is about 240 feet in external length, be- |

1

ve some descrip-
o satisfaction of

- ing about 122 teet broad hetween the external walls,

. yoof outside. These external measurements, how-
“ever, give no idea of the space of the interior: for
, the entrance hall, passages, staircases and comd(flf'

4 ticuolar, again, the new theatre will be distinguished ;

i about four hundred more; s0

tind just 100 feet high from the fioor of the pit to the |

all separated by substantiol brick walls
main body of the house, necessarily oee ech
space, g0 that the internal dimensions are in
height from the centre of the domelike cei %g.
lowest part of the pit flooring, the breadth at the
grosceninm being 68 feet, and the length from the
ont of the stage tothe back of ‘the centre box 75
feet. In short, as regards altitude, it-will be almost
thirty feet higher than that recently burned down,
and twenty-five higher than that of her Majesty’s in
the Haymarket; being thus, except in width of
stage, as large as La Scala, the celebrated theatre
at Milan, Ample amends, however, will be made by
the depth of stage, which-exterds 130 feet from the
orchestra to the back walls, thus giving “ample
room and verge enough” for the gorgeous pageants
and processions required in our grander operas.
Unlike almost all other opera houses, hewever, the.
new salle of Covent Garden will -be of somicircular
shape, ending in straight lines towards the sbage,
and not of the re-curved horse shoe form, which un-
avoidably preclndes several hoxeson eithergide from
a fair view of the performance.: In another par-

for, instead of there being some half dozen tiers of
inconveniently small hoxes, or rather pigesn holes,
here will be tgme noble tiers only of spacious boxes,
nine-feet high, and with ample room for the accom-
modation of the occupants, who hitherto have ccitain-
lyhad ample ground of complaint in this matter. The
rand tier- is to comprise thirty-two bexes, averag-
ing about twelve feet in width; and there will be
about ninety more, including the smaller boxes, on
a Jevel with the amphitheatre just abave the three
princi);laél tiers. It may he estimated, therefore,
that the“boxes will held comfortably about 1,200
persons, which assuredly are as many as can gain a
view of the stage and hear properly the vocal efforts
of the artistes thereon. We may add, that the
Queen’s hox is to be on the right of the house and
to have handsome refiring rooms, with a separate
entrance and staircase in Hart street, on the same
principle as in the late building designed by Albano.
As regards the pit, about threefifths of it will ve
laid out in stalls, with ample room for passing to
and fro without inconvenicnce; and as there are to
he eleven rows of rather more than two feet each in
breadth, these will accommodate about three hun-
dred persons; added to which there are to be ten
rows of open pit seats behind, calculated to hold
that the. entire pit,

with its passages; will not contain above eight hun-
dred spectators.” It will be seen, therefore, that the
enterprising Mr. Gye, heavy as his stake is in the
suceess of the concern, is resolved that no consider-
ation of gain ghall interfere with a just regard for
the personal comfort of those who give him their
patronage. The rame remarks will apply to the
amphitheatre above the hoxes, which is to be sepa-
rated into spacious stalls, all enjoying a perfect
view both of the stagc and house.. Above and be-
hind this again, is to he a deep gallery with twelve
rows of seats, all commanding a good view. The
two together are to accommodate six hundred per-
gous; and thus the entire house,magnificent as it is
to_be, witl net nm i
1 )

: rto. -
“moreover, that a saloon or crush:
mensions iz to _he constrncted.

1| is, one withip another, united by cross walls

| -without any.othe:
| of the fabric. To seo these girders dangling in

| ‘assuredly there is ample provision for eve!

_the boxes; hesides which there will be access for
{ the' visiters to promenade in the illuminated floral
conservatory contiguons to the theatre, and intend-
1 ed to form & new portion of Covent'Garden Market,
On no score, then, is any room left for complaint a3
regards the ness ol accommodation provided;
forn wheth:};&%:ytv is’pla&neﬂjﬁnqbggn realized, there
will be libe: ; even to profusion.. . , .

Such is & general view dﬁn house and ifs pros-
xom W »vﬂt_o%&és: appearance of

e interior L beno doulit Jpwilld}em
most splendid. The ¢-shaped roof, with gilded
trellissed openings for ventilation, supported appa-
reutly by tour mngniﬂcent' Fﬁt_fr’s, dividing the

broad; with corresponding height, that W
%ni@té by corr?dorg and’ Staircases \Ylﬁl%_’

three séparate. sections—a front and
~dead white and richly burnished goll !
corafi u front of the boxes, with statues, ba . |
fs, frescees, &o , all in perfect harmony with the
geperal desigu, will produce unguestio a most |
striking efiect, which will be further hei; by
the rose colored hangings and upholstery that churac- {
terizes the boxes throughout. As yet, however, all |
such matters are merely speculative. It is of more
importance that strength of material, security from
fire, and perfect facility for rapid egress should be
provided; and there is no deficiency in any of these
m;g_ect_s. The main walls destined to su the
roof are constructed on tne cellular principle; E;lhs:z
at sho
intervals, running all the way up; so that aithough
:ll:: m:er bg?sd outer be uo: x]x]xote than five feet thick,
Y, by arrangement, have a stren ual to
twenty-four feet, and amply sufficient é‘ow b&qr a far
heavier weight of roof than what it is here intended
to support—con of nine giraers, each weigh-
ing eighteen tons and ninety feet in length, so as,

r aid, o sustain the entire coveri
air is of itself y interesting, but admiration
for the mind t planned them, and confidence in
their security gnaranteed by his skill, are unavoid-
ably the centiments of those who have once seen
them placed in limsmon and beginning to assume the,
all importaut duties they are destined to perform.
There can be little danger, therefore, with walls so
substantial, and a roof, which though not itself, sla-
ting, ventilators, &c., a8 well, weighs little more
than 250 tons, and yet is able to bear & strain of
3,000. It will be remembered, however, that there are
to be workshops and storerooms supported by these
girders above the artificial ceiling of the s "tl’)lht
ssible
contingency. The walls, again, are fire| through-
‘out, and provisions made for isolating five, where it
occars, by total separation from the rest of tho
‘building; the staircases are to be most solid and ca-
‘pacious, to allow easy egress without any possibility

‘of accident; and, iu short, every plan and appliance

that constractive skill can snggest is to ‘be  brought
t i qxakent?‘x% new Opera House |
g from its ashes_like™ the -

a. splendor

e, o

|
i




