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Narrow Esca;;e of Three Human Beings.
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Yesterday morning, at 2 o’clock, a fire broke out
in a three story brick house 606, Ronaldson street,
above Shippen, Fourth Ward, and three persons
came very near losing their lives; twe of them
being badly burned ﬁefore they werb rescued.
The fire plugs were frozen in the vicinity, and
while the Moyamensing and Columbia Hose Com-
panies, and perhaps other fire companies, weré
thawing the plugs, the fire inoreased unmtil it
reached the next building, and both st‘riio-
tures were pretty well destroyed. Had the
plugs been in good ordeP, the flames would
unguestionably iave been extinguished in
& lew moments, but owing to
genoe of Mr. Samuel Ogden, the Chief Eagi
neer of the Water Department, in not having
the plugs kept in order, n very considerable
amount of property was destroyed, for whioh the
| City, in-all &mln’bn« 1ity; will have eventually. to
] pu,l- ‘As the buildings were insured, s very
protty contest will, perhaps, take place between
the Insurance Company and the City, all for the
inexcusable neglect of the perion t0 whotn is en-
trusted by our City Grandlathers the sifairs of
the Water Department, which iﬁ this instance
| bave been shamefullv abused. How tiany tote

plugs are frozen we know not| peihiaps nearly

the Wwholo of theiti in some of the distriots are in

ios-bound fetters, and mo time shoyld be lost in
|| making the necessary inspection. If the Wates
/| Department still negleots ite duty, the citizens
Wwho live neat thd ire-plq‘gs should take the
matter in hand until the good time shall come
when men of sense and energy will take the
reins of government in hand.
It appears that .the fire originated in the
second story  of 139 “building; oceupied by a
colored man named William Sorden, who was
aslesp in bed with a small bog named John
Ceaser. A lamp had been left burning, and by
Some meahs or other the flame set fire to- the bed-
curtain, as 18 supposed, and the eleepers were
only awa.k;ned by the burning material falling
on them. In- an ‘adjoining room there slept an
aged toldtsd man; named Walter Hall, afilicted
With paralysis; and it was with great difficulty
that he was rescued without injutg. The flames
which might have been extinguished easily, had
water been handy, spread, and finally reached
the roof and communicated. with .the adjoining
house ocoupied by Campbell Dickson, the roof
and upper part of whicg were destroyed. His
household gvooda were fhore orless damaged by
hasty re#iovil. The building in which the fire
originated was owned by Widow Darham.
We inight have stated before that Mrs. Hall
and her two daughters were in the basement, at
work, to maintain an honest livelihood, when two
men chanced to pass by and saw the fire. They
rapped at the door, and at the same time the
screams of Mr. Sorden, who had just at that inos
ment become aroused to the impending dn?r,
were heard. Mr. 5, and the lad were considerably
burned, and may not recover for some time. Just
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