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‘changes that have been effevtod in gome of the depart-
ments of the city service, sinee the politieal revolution
of May, have caused some queer things to oocur. These |
are, perhaps, unavoidable. incidents of the
substitution of green hands, for those who had
much experience in.the positions they oecupied.—
We have heard a laughable case in  point, that |
ook place . last Week at the Spring Garden Water
Works. Councils had elected out  all the old en-
gineers, &c., and the works were in ‘the hands of
movices. Now, as all our readers are aware, the Spring
Garden Works employ steam for foreing water into the
reservoirs, and powerful engines are used for this pur.
pose. On the day referred to the machinery was put
in motion and one of the mew hands, ‘after a time,
essayed to stop a Cornish engine that was in use. But

~guiet Bgineer of Water Works. Sy
Mr, Miller moved that mmwmmm

Johnny Raw failed most ingloriously, the engine only |
went the faster, and all hands were called to assist in -
stopping’ the stubborn machine. But all in vain, the-
engine kept on as if there was no stop in it, and people
began to get scared. The new hands ran around and
around, like the monkey is said to have done after sat-
ting the beer barrel a-going, but the engine kept.going
with might and main. Finally the fun became rather
serious, all hands gave the building a wide bexth for fear
of a blow-up, and it was not until midnight that Mr.
‘Ogden, the new Chief Engineer of the Department, was |

hunted up, and he stopped the machive that had given |
_£0 Quch trouble and caused so much ‘_g

FRIDAY, AUGUSE S, 1556,
DOINGS ¢ CITY ‘COUNCILS.

City Councils et y-estéxda}" ‘afternioon, and transicted
the following businessi— B9 ol
,  SELECT BRANCH.. = .
S:l:;t Cou,x;lc\l wits enlied to order at “twenty minutes
past three o’clock by the President, Mr. ton, -
g‘ihej%umal was read. e Z::‘.x i) o
r. Williams presented a communication from the
Chief Engineer of the Water lative to
the condition of the Kenﬂm&.ﬂ";g-a
‘basins were found to be clogged with foul matter, con-

o

3

sisting of fish offul and other o ‘impurities, acou-
ot S0 g Bt of Rovieal iogt L REns oo

cleared and the Hngineer was.of oph i 3 ‘ water

‘Was now as pure as auy other u ;
been found neeessirv !g make ¢ " '3, wmﬁ,tm :
gethér with the cleavsing of the basins, cost five
hundred dollars. The Engineer ‘also 1 1o ndis |
tion of Fairmount d m, near the es ‘stone pier. gﬁ d
‘was of opinion that there was no immediate dan 0 be
3pwe%§ntm3WM“ ntionary measures
011 adopted. and recommsnds: that m
sheathed up to its proper level, i;g giﬂe-bmker x

repaired, andbLui thie dam at its eastern-end be ‘rip. |
mg%ig_u The 9xpeusa0f&hifgwrl§:_ &m&?l’
cOmmMUNIcalivn Was re k &W ¢ on
‘Water Works., - e s !
= xfwcomn{:‘igitm;: was ;I::s'ehm'd for the abatement of |
sance at Ninth and Locust streets, on the ci
one from the Bourd of Health, infomw' Uzu?;mwfﬁ 1
vacaney in the Board occasioned by’ & emagog of [
.}T{a?es'_’{;homas, the member from the Twenty-first Wl'r'gl ;
eferted.
e Chief Inginecr of the Watering Department sent |
innzei;ﬂlowgggnnn‘unntions:: o b N mtm i
gister—Wa. V. MeKean. 'Genenl"ﬁmb-gl. 7
M. Raybold. Purveyors—1st District, Charles ."‘ﬁ'f
Smith. 2d. Geo W. L. Felton. 34, Joseph Huaeker,

4th. G Estier.  Inspectors— A
E. W.‘%E&Edwﬁxrd M, Bready n.am &mﬂw Leech.
Meskenger—Sun/u [ L. Snyder. " Logineer of Schuylkill |
- Work § . €upeiv, -in place of John Macatshen,
trans “to.Deinwsre Worke, vice William Ellge, ro-*
st e i Jaxes ke

. A, Dowdy, ned. ferc 1] ora ¢
tl:'; :fht@;'i%eunhﬁttée‘ f:onﬁ'ﬂe ect ( oot Shau Lol
e Chief Comp:i-+ioner of Highways sent in the nomi- |
aatics bf Wi Suiich, ¥; MClakey, and Daplel MeOast- |,
W \/v'-\I % 8 '{
For the Daily Pennsylvarian. / <

- Nawral Know-Ne 2
For three days the residents in Second street between
Brown and Coates, eleventh ward, have had their hydrant
water stopped off. A factory within that square had to |
stop work in comsequence, the ket people ha.! to ob-
tain ﬁw& supt?lyﬂdm the nbembl;rl;ys’ zg’ residents &
square tan , Messts. 4 0 you sup-
p%le we hawe had to do ﬁdmut the aqua for all this time?
1t was because there existed a leak in the main about a
quarter of & mile distant} which our defacto know-noth-
ing purveyor set about to repair, by stopping off the
water three “stops” further off from the leak than was
necessary, and after the leak was reparied,ithey left it
without turning on the water again, leaving us, as above:
stated, without wugufonﬂuzbdm affter the repairs were

completed = i
abofe have been’ quite (numer-
othing

=

T

Instances similar &
ous since the inauguration of our present Know-Nc

.| administration; One more instance ‘will suffice to show
the utter incompetency of our purveyor. During the se-
verest cold weather, last winter, a main bursted at the
corner of Old York Road and Willow street. The pur-
veyor was applied to, who, With a gang of workmen, re-
paired to the spot, and commenced digginglup the street in
umerous places, in order to find the stops; but, Messrs.
htqrs, you will hardly jbelieve me, when I inferm you,
that after four days hard worlk, they gave it up in des-
pair! - The water in the meantime issuing out of the leak,
and freezing as fast as it;touched the surface, creating.a
mountain of ice, and finally running into the cellars of
e o dinicy Wobbelf of was v6as held, st which
emergency & council of war was hel Wi i
it Vémmmt(g%eclded to apply to the former purvei.-‘
(who had been supe at the time ef the consoli--
of the districts, on account of his politics,) who in
ning, went and placed his foot upon the

ter the removal of a few shovels full - of earth
it stop was reached, and in less than fifteen mins,

es affer the ment of operati ; the water was

of Highways.r. ., w00 | s
amend to first elect the Chief En;
SR anead o devip et tae (RRTEROE

er e W atering Department.
. Mr. Klin ught the morion was not.in order,

Thae Clinir decided otherwise. 2 o
The motigh to postpone was not agreed to by the follow-

ing votes) Vizim— ql‘ >
: SELEOT; CQUNCIL.

.. Yeas—Messrs, Cuyler, MeCay, Roberts, Welsh, Wharton,
President.—5,
Gamble,
&hoﬂetf Mott, Perkins, Taylor, Verree, Wainwright, Wil
me~17. F 3 <
COMMON COUNCIL.

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Abraham Baker, Bevan, Bollsr,
Bradford, Bremer, Bromley, - Benj. H. Brown. Burnsil,
Buter, Catherwood,Crease, Elliott, Findlay, Ford, Geiss,
Hassinger, Henry, Horrocks, Lex, Miller, Northrop, Pot-
ter, Porter, Sorver, Stevensen, Vanhorn, Patterson,Pre-
sident—29.

Nays—plessrs, Alexander, A. J. Baker, Booth, Borie,
Boyle, M, C. Brown, Brownholtz, J, ¥. Deal, William Deal,
Dutton, Fitler, Harper, Hubbard, Iseminger, Jaskson,
Kelly;Kershaw, King, Leech, Linasay, Martin, Mascher,
Mecutehen, Melloy, Mickle,Monaghan, Murphy, McClea-
ry, McMakin, McManus, McNeal, O’Neill, Owen, Packer,
TRechtenwald, Reed, Ridgway, Robb, C.B.Roberts, T. J.

Wiright—44., 1 | .
The ballot for Chief Enginecr of the Watering Depart-
ment resulted as follows :
¥OR ORIEF ENGINEER OF THE WATERING DEPARTMENT,
> Samuel Ogden........
Erederick Graeff .
Frederick Erdman.....

checked. by the gavel of the President.

— 10R_CHIEFZCCMMISSIONEB, OF IIGHWAYS,
John McCarthy . X
Thomas Birch .
Giorge Meyres....vevsves NP P Sk PR RO ¢

Jobn McCarthy was declared elected.

ave .

.Commiesioner of City Property, which wes agreed to.

FOR COMMISSIONER OF CITY PROPRRTY.
Engene ADern.......ivsimamiisiisssninesinsens
George J. HaWItOD (cooereisnsnmenissaeinie

Mr. E. Ahern was declared elected.
FOR COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHWAYS.
Thomas-McCullough
¥marnuel Btreet ...
George Meyors.
Charles McGowan..

ThemasMeCullough ue
elected, | ..

‘neerofthe
diudgeol?mél;y ;gﬂ*ﬂo pogoni for the present the,
-election of a Chief Engineer of th

“Mwmlneﬂwﬂﬁm

Nays—Messis. Ashton, Beideman, Cornman, Frailey,
“Hagner; Higgins, Hilles, Kline, Mares is, Mo-

Reberts; ' Scoficld, Slocum; ‘Snyder, Vogdes, ‘Winship,
&

aosi L
The announcement of the result was loudly applauded
by the. assemblage in.the gallery, but it was proxaptly

My, M. C. Brown moved that they proceed to elect a

“The members ‘ . Select Councit. returned to thelr
Chamber; w’ﬁ%n‘a’i‘nﬁ Coupcil adjourned.

—

A LOCAL AFFAIRS, ,
‘The Cornish Engine—The Cornish englmes,
spoken.of In the Ledger yesterday, in a letter
from-Norristown; are not generally known in this

country, being unsed principally in sections of |
the country where mining operations are going
on, or for pumping. at large water works. The
Spring Garden waier works have an engine of
this kind in operation, and, that our readers may
understand more fully {18 workings and advan-
| tages-over the erank engine, we give the follow.
ing statement, made by Mr. Jobn West, of the
. Novelty Works,; Norristown, who was the first
to have an éngine of this kind: built in this coun-
try.  When in motion, suflicient steam is intro-
duced at the top of the cylinder to force the
piston down ; the equalizing valve then opening
allows the steam to pass from the top of the
cylirder through the equalizing pipe,to the bot-

tom of the cylinder; this being out a small 8

when conipared with the whole -content of the
st: eke of steam; reduces it but 1iftlé. The piston
then ascends at the required speed (fhis is regu-
lated by ballast,) and before it reaches the top
. | ¢t thestreke, the equaliz ng valve closes, pre-
ve nting any further escape of steam from the top
.of the cylinder, the piston compressing the re-
maining steam until the ¢ngine is brought to a
stand.  This is intended to ¢vercome rmomentum,
and to prevent the'piston from touching the cylin-
der head, serving as an elastic: cushion between
the two. - But it also Is an item in the economy of
the engine, for this compressed steam fitlingthe
garts and space between the piston and cylinder
ead, ¥enerally ranged from 1 fo 3 lbs Jwer
‘square inch above the pressure of the expanded
steam—reduced as above—in the descent of the
riston and the operation of equglizing so much

ess steam for the next stroke. 1; -
i3
Ppo!

After the engine has been b bt t% stand,
the piston being again at-the upper end of the
stroke; the exhaust valve opens, and the engine
rests an instant, the first jet of the exhaust forc-
ing all the wnﬁr,'alr ahd vapor from the con-
denser, then the injection valve opens, and the
fresh stream of cold water eftects instantaneously
2 more perfeet vacuum: than ‘could otherwise be
obtained ; then the steam’ valve opens for the
next stroke. The escape of the exhaust steam,
the injection of water for condensation, ard the
admission of fresh steam in the Comlsﬂ engine,
are each separately under the control of the engi-
neer It is also claimed for these engines that
tne friction attending its working is so Iittle that
in calculations nothing is allowed for it; and in
an ens ine of 75 horte power not more than a pint
and a half of oil is used per‘week of 168 hours,
the piston getting tallow. .

1t s also said to be econémical over crank en-
gines, because the steam. is used expansivelz
With more effect, beirg introduced at a hig
pressure into the cylinder, the piston commences
descending rapidly and acquiring a_momentum
which carries it (the steam ve having been
closed) beyond’the point where the reduced
steam ceasés tobe eff-ctive; the engine will then
turn her stroke, and the piston will ascend some
considerable dlstance without the intervention of
valves. .The engine ralses a weight, and it is

the descent of this ‘weight that forces or raises
the water, thus permitting great rapidity of mo-
tiom of piston when steam is applied.

ordinary flow and -oceasional ‘flushing
nevel L any other cleansing, or fot
periods of time any repair or rene

Simpson urges on_the public the abane
ever of built sewers, be they sqiare, . or
egg-shaped, aud ever so closely fitted and jointed,
ahd to substitute close pipes or. tibes 1 thej
stead. These earthenware sewers may be m#
of any sizs and strength; with. spigot and fawcet
joints, aund united when necessary, by Roman ce-
ment or_patent 2 ¢0. . The return of reflux
odors, one of the greatest objections to house:
drains 18 preventedan three ways:—first, the water
pan x and the sigmatic curve undér the water
closet and sink; next, another sigmatic’ eurve,if
the .descent will make it safe, where the pipe

joiag'the main street drain; and thirdly; a deh-
cately huag flap valve of galvanized iron at the
extreme end of the tube, where it discharges into
the main drain. The valve will.aiwaye be shut,

except when openéd by a flow from thé house.

The suggestions of the Scotch writer now
quoted &re not directly applicablé to the system,
or, we ought ratherto say, the waunt- of system, in

| our. towns, of disposing of the contents of water
| closets and cesspools. - The first are as yet eom--
| paratively few 1n number, and are more fre—

quently constructed over ‘the, laiter, many. of
which often diffuse their efluvia around, to
the dnnoyance of the sense of smell, if not
to the positive' detriment of health. The fluid
and gaseous ' emanations from their sides become
every day with the 1ncreased density of popula,
| tion in‘our large cilies, a ‘mofe serious nuisance
by their finding entrauce 1ato_cellars and under= |
ground apartments, and affecting the purity of the
water of cisterns in those places; besides endanger-
ing the stability of the houses themselves. The
cesspools’ become so many sieves, as the mere
fluid part soaks through the sub=soil; and, as has
happened 1n foreign cities, the ground must become?
saturated with liquid filth in consequence. We ear. |
nestly wish that the stringent recommendation of|
Mr., Sim p#on could be universaliyenforced. 1t is |
that each house should: be compelled, within a'
specified time, to establish a water-cioset, and 10|

make perfect its own private sewer. Inthe projeot-
ed mtroduetion of draips into honses, the fact must
be constantly borne 1n_mind that houses without
drains-at all are in a more favorable sanitary con=

dition than those which are badly drawned. It has

been said in a Repart of the Surveyors on. House

Drarning; to the Metropolitan Commission of .

Sewers, 11 reference 1o the want of construetive
«kill on the part of builders: Whatever construc-

tive skill a builder may have exhibited in a house

appears to forsake him when he comes to consider
those arrangements most needful for health.. - Al
that has been aimed at, for the most part, has been
to provide a hole of some sort, through which the
refuse may get out somewhere.”” The partiesand
persons who have these matters 1n their charge
11 our American cities must take care not to incur
this censure.

" [Fof tue Pubtic Ledger.
i (E "vgate}i%gr'!fq' e >
s 8. EDITORS— object-of :this commu-
Fnication is to brirg to the ng!‘tléeagl € public &

matter which mnuo-% bo;senéi y known, as
it surely wculd not be tolerated. It amounts to an
\l!l'g& Baviind 2 lhqhk anoT Wik

A few days ago I called at the.Office of the Wa-
ter 2 ent-of the-City for the purpose of ob-”~
taining ‘a'permit for water. - Ourlot extends from

Wlﬂo_wtvﬂgmﬂtyg street, fronting one hundred
| feet on‘each street; \ndmgin yut the centre

of thelot;thereis 'water in” ton street, but
none in Willow. "We have paid for the pipesin Ha-
milton street; but lbn;ﬂtgl:ugt_nnkxti'no pxigec
in Willow street, we eannot obtain @ permit with-
out;we payseventyfive cents per foot for our Wil-
Jdow: street front. - ‘Bheexcuse~I;will:notcall it a
reason or argument, for there: /s creitber-in it—is
-that'we may at some fature time'improve our Wil-
Jdow street front, -and=then 'we Wo have water
| for these improvements from  Hamilton street.

fhis might ke the case. but 'then hiave we not a
perfectly-legitimae right tooit-from Hamilton st ,
| sincs'we havespaid for it untilthe e 1aid in

e e o o s bt
wedo- ove W Wi or' u
ot before. 1f there. is a5 Sridsnee dov s, 1t
seems to me $o bedn violation of ‘bsth 1'«&&9 and
i commonlaw,and itecert is‘inviolation:ef com-
f Anon u 1 W have one> hundréd dollars
for water, which-we cannot:have until p:x a

a thing

| further -sum: of seventy:five: dollars—1o

-which has never : béen: done, and : probably never
i} will be. - If the eity isafraid of m;@o ts on
! Wmmltreeti;-it bad:betterlay:t! mm«e,

;and then the mquy-holdm g cct to
i l;.u'.»thom. hamnt:ﬂgmw ’:hmh:

' dred feet apart, and: there ‘are many streets’in t

i| city-which furnish water'for-d uch>preater dis-

wecwould make no *“Mﬂoi{ Put ' wa eertainly

consider it outrageous to require us o pay for them
witen fhere s hasdly sny probability of their being
|- 1a1é atalliavd when we have paid the full charge
for the other street.  ‘Can wenot compel the city
i|-furnigh us water Hamjlton sfreei? ™ -

i Phsladas, April90d, 1856, 7 <0
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tance back than that'; still it the’pl laid,
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