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ing with'ihé main ventilating shaf: abeve the
I chandelier of the euditerium, which will carry
off sl the heat withoutat all diminishing the
1ght. The  gas pipes, which have been in
t.oduced by Messrs Archer & Warner, mea-
sure about fourteen thousand feet, and are .
calcvlated to supply over two thousand jets |
or burers, and gravmon has also been made
to place four additional chandeliers under the
au&itorium dom:e, and six others upon the stage,
when grard balls are given. - On these occasions
the parqueitz will be floored over and brought
on alevel with the stage. The saloomi drawing
and retfiring rooms, contiguous ta tbe lobbies in
theseveral stories are nearly finished, and arte to
be furnished with all the modern conveniences,
The stairways for the audience are vé'y nume-
rous, wide, and of easy ascent, and - distributed
in tbe most convenient manpner possible. Mr.
John D. Jones, the contractor for building, has
displayed much energy and fidelity In curtyln%
out the designs, and expects to complete his part
of the coatract in about one mwonth. The deco-
rative carving of the interior is being prepared
by Messrs. Busher & Bailley. Mr. Kaiser, the
" aitist, is-to paint the ceiling of the auditorium.
Already the aitists are engaged in painting some
of the “scenery. Altogether, the building seems
to give the highest satisfaction to all concerned,
an§ promises to real'ze the desires of the direc-
tocs, in having one of the most - t and ex-
tensive Opera Houses in the world, and when
successfully comfleted the architects 11
be proud of their achievement. The bul ing
committee are anxious to complete thelr task as
soon and as complete as possible, but much will
depend upon their success in raisingthe balance

of £30,000, st?ljl ung}bg_rg! 8 per cent. pzefef‘

@- WATER DEPARTHMENT—

+ Office, No. 200 CHERRY Street.

o . - PHILADELPHIA, June 8, 1857.

SEPARATE PROPOSALS for each of the three clastes
of articles and work, will. be received at this office until
MONDAY, 15th inst,at 12 M,, for furnishing this depart-
ment with the various CASTIN@8 and FIXTURES for the
year 1857, a8 follows:

1st—For all the Castings for fitting Stop Cocks, &¢., to
be used at_the Oity Shop, No. 200 Cherry Street; patterns
to be farnished by the City, castings: to be made of .fist|:
quality seft iron, and delivered at said shop, stating the
price per pound.

2d—For Brass Castings, &c., to be used at the City Shop;
the metal to be of the best quality, the patterns-to be far- |.
nished by the City; stating the price per pound, delivered |}
at the City Shop, No.200 Cherry street.

8d—For Btop Cocks and Fire Plugs, complete and ready
for use, of the same pattern now in use by the City; stating
the prices of the various sizes, delivered at the City Shop,
No. 200 Cherry street.

The above materials to be delivered in such quantities
and when required. . BA L OGDEN,

Je9 6t Chief Engineer of the Water Department,

@ WATER DEPARTMENT—
Office, No. 200 CHERRY Street.
PHILADELPHIA, June 8, 1857.
PROPOSALS will be received at this office until MON-
DAY, 15th inst, at 12 M., for supplying the city with
Iron Pipes and Castings. of the size hereinatter mention-
€d, which may be required and ordered for the year 1857,
stating the prices per foot for the various size pipes and
per ton of 2,240 1bs. for Castings, namely: .. !
3 inch'pipes 9 feet in length, (to weigh on an average
. ¢ of lo‘pipes) 130
3
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mag be required. All the above .pipes, branches, cur \

and castings to be executed from patterns -to be first ap-
proved by the Chief Engiuneer or his Agent, t» be made of
strong, tough iron, which shall te of such quality as will
not crack by hnudlin% drilling or dressing, and free from
defects of any kind, all to be proved to a pressure equal
to a head of water of 300 feet, 8aid proof, if required, to
be made under the inspection of vhe agent. of the city, at
the cost of the contractors; all patterns, necessary, also,
10 be furnished at the cost of the contractors, and to be:
delivered at such points and in such quantities as may:
be wanted and when required on the Schuylkill or Dela.

and such branches and curves and fire-plug Cutingu;/gl

ven s

ware fronts, as may be directed by the Chief Engineer;
the department reserving the 'rig'gt ‘to_accept or g;ejw t
any part of the e :

A e SAMUEL 0GDIN, |
“Je9.d6t " Chief Bngineer of Water Department, |
e iWatey  Department.—~The effects of a3 |
b TP T T i B

®

; be
een B e
heastern side,ata point wher
2 rench was -made, which garried
“tion of the walls of the Gliarc,
D ibmaris pg’ At the
emba . . et al
; m'hmrﬁghg is ingood condition, an
g! “required to ,b'f"dbtm except to replage the
cn;]ﬁ'ﬁg' of tte dam, which was m quhg&
'utﬁrgnmﬂ,udw:hqqﬁad a3 by tn_ .
et. T ALy =5
: C mﬂmumkunnemua eel
the -hf:sp%nsl 1lity req_ting _:;on them as rogétd!
the safety and. effici ‘of the sev ﬂhﬂ- 'Wd__o]
works 37 the city, and com a8 e‘y‘%‘.__w
| Intelligent and BraoHeR s clfizeas ns. 10 the
gﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂthﬂ' Mml:ﬂn partment.
Witk some provisions for sffording
"mml’ﬂhv‘: -
16 by the Chief  Engineer
" ing to Mh’u; T
“in ‘all T ”pgotl
Dboast of our city

S

 the principal of the ground rent on the site of the

| which cannet be colleoted by the granton. There

vision made for reasonable contingencies. It is

ilding, ($48,000,) which is extinguishable by the
Sompany whenever they doem it desirable, bub

are $250,000 of common stock, each five shares of
$100 each entitling the holder to a free admission to
the performances. Thereare, besides, about $56,000
of preferred stock, entitled to_eight per eent. per
annum, payable if earned out of the nett profits of
the year, all expenses being first paid, and a pro-

believed that the company will, if no unforeseen
contingencies . arise, be able to pay this dividend.
out of the’ profits of the present year. 'The lease
of the building to Mr. Marshall ¢ommenced on
the 1st of February, 1857, and will expire on the
31st of July, 1858. 28 = 5

| Roxborough Baptist Church. The tradition in the

These are the main facts of the annual report,

.and it will be seen that they are of the most flatter-

ing character. . It is not to be doubted that the
fortenate condition of things is to be aseribed alto:
gether to the excellent management of the com-
pany, the unwearied personal supervision of the
building committee, and the skill and taste of the
architects, Messrs. LeBrun and Runge. The Board
of Directors, as now constituted, is as follows:—
James C. Hand, John B. Budd, Charles Heary
Fisher, George S. Pepper, Frederick Graeff, Sam-
uel Branson, John P, Steiner, Isaac S. Waterman,
Lyon J. Levy, Ferdinand J. Dreer and Fairman
Rogers. ' The Building Committee, under whese
direction the edifice was constructed, were Messrs.
George 8. Pepper, James C. Hand, Frederick
Graeff, Samuel Branson and John P. Steiner.—
They haVe reason to. logk with pride upon the re-

sult of stheir!labours, since it has procured for Phi-

ladelphia,an opera house not surpassed .anywhere
in the world. B s

Philadelphia, Monday, August 11, 18 :
Lza%ALEAFFAms. =T

The Opera House.—The immense building In- |
tended for the American Academy of Music, or |
Opera House, at the corner of Broad and Liocast
s:recis, is now se rapidlya pﬁroachin complelion
that there can be no doudt that it will be ready
for inauguraticn on or before the coming first of
Jsnuary. TLe stage portion begins. to present”|
to the uninidated aa Incightinte all the myste:
ries of stage construction, with its ghost traps
falls axd tackling ; and many of the wonter ul
changes of scenery, as presenied from the-andi-
torfum ©F ‘@ tkeatre; become very simple when
the mashizery to produce them'is examined. ‘A

ce of -about 60 feet, under the front of the
stave, bas been excavqfed to-the depthof 26 feet.
This s divided into twosories, the floo s of each
beinF ingeniously coustructed in t@ctions, so as
to allow of thieir beidg entively removed and re-
placed ina ve.y short sfpace of tims. ‘A great
I.n‘rt of the area thys covered is likewise formed
n suen & manner es-to beraised above the ground
level of the stage Boof, so as to form bridzes, &¢ ,
for ihe ec'ors when mountalu scenery s required.
‘The whole area of the stage is 90 feet-wide“by
72 feet deep, exclusive of the prosceniam, which
is 18 feet wide, making”a total depth of 90 feet,
which will certalnly make a magnificent area for
the most splendid dramatic representations. The
carpentering and entire arrangement of the stage,
was entrusted to Mr. Johnson, of Boston, who is
rey cried fo be thoroughly versed in the most per-
fect and improved systems of this distinct branch
of wo:k. The main doors on each side of the
stage “are made large encugh for the admission
of.horses; chariots, and even eléphants, which "
may be 1equired, as these huge animals have
lately taken part in a plece represented in Paris,
where” oriental scenery was introduced.’ The
dr-ssinz rooms on either side are very numerous,
well lighted and commodious.- The gréen room
:!md*the retiring room for the dancers are quite
arge. . s ~

The platforms for the seats in the auditerium
are finished, and it is quite evident from a per-
sonal lospection that the prondises. of the; archi.
tects, Messrs. Le Brun and Runge, that all the
avdience, no thatter in ‘what part of the house,
wonld have an unobstructed ‘view of the stage,
are aboutito be fully realized. The dome over
this rartof the house is of novel construction,
being formed of light ribs of wiought iron, with
the spaces between them fllled with irod net or
wire work, upon which the plastering is laid.
This ye-grcbr construction was deemed néces-
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nerated b{ the three hundred gas lights attached
to the main ‘chandelier, suspended immedijately
bereathit. - z

~The main vestibule along the Broad street front
1339 feet by 90, with stairwaysat each end 14 feet
In width. “The promenade saloon’ immediately
over tle vestibule is 40 feet by 90, with a ceiling
35 fest in beight. This room witl be truly mag-
nificent and will far exceed inarchitectural beauty
and propo:ztion ‘any other room in our city. The
numerous Ionic columns intended to decorate the
walls are ready to be placed in their positioas as
soon as the scaffoldings are removed, which will
be shortly, as the ceiling is now nearly completed.
Twvis room isto belighted by ten chandeliers sus-
nded from the intersections of the groined ceil-
ng, in addition to the brackets on the walls. This
saﬁ:oa is ‘well zdapted for banquets, balls or
morning concerts ; one can judge of the large
scale ¢n which this éstablishme<nt is construct
when it is stated that there will be over 30,000 feet
oi stearn pipes through the building for ixeatmg

and ventiiati urposes alone. . The contract for
this work h:sgl?een given to Messrs. Walworth,
of Bo:ton, who havebeen highlg successfulin the
numerous large fubllc buildings they hawve
warmed and ventilated. The ventilation' will be
forced by means of a steam engise and a fan 12
feet in diameter, by means of which pure tem-
pered air can be forced in or out as required. The

28 lights along the walls also.2id the ventilation
Ev having openmines alonoside ints flues connect-

John Behlee came over from Germany with Kel-J!
pius, and was algo a man of learning. . He remain-
ed "'Ll,xel_ ins until his death, in 1708, and then |

) En'tt' vorsy arose among the Hermits
1 i&ﬁm@: they having previously hald to
dectrino of celibacy. Thq dispute grew so warm
that tho band was dispersed, some marrying, and
tho others goicg to Ephrata. . It was about this
timo that Sehlee went and took up hisresidence on
the farm of William Lovering, near the present

Levering family is, that he resided on that farm,
and was quite intimate in that family,~—which tra-
dition is confirmed . by & recent discovery by Mr.
Jones, of the will.of that Hermit, by which it-ap-
ears that he gave all his: property to “his friend,
illiam Levering, senior, of Roxborrow,” and ap-
pointed the said Levering his Executor. Sehlee
died April 26th, 1745, as apiean from the Family
Bible of tho Leverings, in which it is registered.—
Sehlee was of a meditative and mystical turn of
mind—and the inventory of his personal effects

‘shows that he doubtless possessed some knowledge

of the eooult scionces, He had “5 Bibles, 14
Books, 10 of Jacob Boehmen’s Books, and 120
Latin, Dutch and Greek Books.”

Although Christopher Witt lived for many ydars
and died at Germantown, yet Mr. Jones considered
him eatitled to: notice, as'ie showed that he had
lived with the Hermits of the Ridge as one of their
number.. Witt was a physician of some eminence

‘and came to America in the year 1704. Ho was also
a diviner and very superstitious in some of his no-
tions. - It was conclusively proved that he was a
Naturalist and g Botanist—and a friend of John
Bartram and Poter Collinson,—with the latter of
whom he corresponded. * Extracts were read from
Bartram’s lotters to Collinson, in which very inter-
esting roferences were made to Dr. Witt. About
the year 1758, when 83 years of age, Dr. Witt lost
his eyesight;—and in July, 1761, Bartram said of
him—# Poor old man | he was lately in my garden;,
but not distinguish a leaf from a flower.” He

i g 7 5: of 90, acc
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Mr. Jong then gave a brief sketoh of the Monas-
tory of the Wissahicoon, a large three storied stone
mansion, about & mile above the Red Bridge, now
owned by Mr. William Kitchen. It was said to
have been ‘built by a certain Joseph Gorgas, ‘be-
tween the years 1748 and 1752, but an extract was
read from the Ephrata Chronicle;, which stated that
in the year 1737 the Soventh Day Baptists built a
house in a valley on mile from Germantown, where
& number of pious people lived for somo time, and
it was suggested that reference might have beon
had to this very building,

The length of our report forbids any further de-
tails of Mr. Jones’s paper, which closed with some
valuable and ingeresting anecdotes ef the Amerioan
Revolution, in.connexion with the people of Rox-
borough,

He claimed for Roxborough the homor of being
the birth-place of David Rittenhouse, the American
Astronomer, and he said that the roof-tree of the
house where ‘Capt. Edward J. Ds Haven, the com-
mander of the Grinnell. Expedition, passed his
early years, was still to bo seen on the Ridge Road.

The reading of. the pape; oscupied considerably
more than a hour, and st its conclusion, the So-
cioty adjourned.” ' Fraxc' M. Errixa,

- Recording Secrotary.
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"Businéss  Affairs of the Academy of |

: - usie.

m(peoll of Philadelphia have with reason
been congratulating themselves.- on the success of |
the new opera house, the perfection of whioh, "
every essential point, has heen acknowledged by
all who have seen it. After seme fifty operatic
performances, which have. been profitable to.all
concerned, it'may, without presumption, be con-
cluded. that the public of Philadelphia have the
will as well as' the ability to sustain the opera,
and this being determined, we, may inquire into
the business prospects of the Academy of Music.
The report of the Directors, submitted « to- the.|
Stockholders ‘at their late’ anmual meeting, faf-
nishes;us with some facts in regard to these that
are interesting. It gives a brief history of
their work since the buiﬂdiﬁg was. commenced,from
which we learn that ground was first broken on
the 18th of June, 1855, and on the 26th of July of
the same year the corner stone was laid, with ap-
Ppropriate ceremonies, by Mayor Conrad, who. deli-
vered an address on the occasion. - In December,
1856, the building was entirely completed, and
equipped with scenery and properties for the pro-
duction of & number of operas. The heating and
ventilating apparatus are costly and most complete.
There is a powerful steam pump, with accessories,
and steam is kept on in the beilers, night and day,
throughout the year, so as te afford prompt action
to the pump in case of fire. After an experience of
several months, the Directors. declare that there are
no defects to remedy nor improvements to suggest.
The building is undoubtedly the strongest and
most substantial of the kind in America. As for
its adaptation to its purpose, and the perfection of
its construction for seeing and hearing, as well as
for the comfortable accommodation of an audience
of three thousand people, these are points satisfac-
borily depnonst.:ated during the late operatic sea-

¢ cost of the building, including furni-
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