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The present ' interesting enluth-hh
tory of the Balls which occuples thle
steeple of Christ "The bells were placed ia the
position they now Wrmaf 1754, and on |
‘mnn«mwmm mymmmu

Benjamin |
| Franklin and other prominent citizens were active in the
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Christ Church Idia-rA chtenglql

to herald the approach of the new year. Fo-morrow will
Bo exactly a contury sinee this interesting Mw
learn that the ringers intend uhbnﬁnzm =
anniversary by a grand peal. Since the were
heard, they have announced the approach of each suc-
cessive year. Generation after generation has heard their
sounds, and men have grown up from childhood toage,
and finally passed away, while the 014 Bells still an-
nounce the birth of each year. Since the chime was first
put in the belfry of the Church, midty has grown up’
around it and from & comparative village it hasexpanded
to a great metropolis. But a small portion of the in-
habitants of its widely extended area can now hear the
ringing of thebells that were once within earshot of every
townsman. A century has wrought greéat changesin
Philadelphia and in‘its citizens, and the occurrence of
such eras as that in the history of the Old Belllh apt to
excite reflection— s 2~} *

¢¢ A hundred years ! a hundrodyom!

What towerlng hopes and faltering fears,

What human power and human pride,

Have sunk beneath thelr whelming tide !””

But the old bells still chime on and if they have but
made their hearers think, their mission has nntboea in
vain.

‘We have been placed in possession of a vnrhty of facts
relative to these celebrated bells and their history ; thv
will be read with pec uliar interest at this time. -

The original Church structure was erected in the yeas
1695. It was enlarged in 1727 ; but it is not, probable
that much of the primitive building was left at that.
time. Dr. John Kearsley was the srchltoet, of Christ
Church, and also of the State House. About the:year
1752 & project was set on foot for erecting a *aring of
bells.”” A lottery was started at the time for the purpose.
of assisting in procuring the mecessary funds. It was
ealled ‘¢ The Philadelphia Steeple Lottery.”

effort to raise money for tte work. This, plan. of over-
coming a financial dificulty would be considered of more
than questionable propriety at the present day ; but in
1753 it was deemed perfectly proper. The steeple was
finished in November, 1754, at a cost of £2100. It was
long one of the most famous structures in tha city,
and it has by no means sunk into insignificance, mot-
withstanding the magnificent speci of architect
which have been reared in l’hﬂndelphh in more modern .
times.

The bells arrived in Phihdelphh, Nevember- lsth
1754, in the ship **New Myrtilla,” Capt. Budden. They
were always rung sfterward on the arrival of Capt. B. in
port. They were first rung Tecember 31st, 1754, aud as

' e have already said, to-morrow night will be just one

hundred years since they first pealed forth their joyous

notes.
¢80 have they rung a hundred yeirs
And on, & ears that heard them ﬂrst E
The chiming of the starry spheres
With their enrapturing tones have burst.”

The following, which is taken from an old Philadel-'
phia newspaper, appears to be confirmed, so far as any
mention is made of the bells, by the records of th’
vestry:

«*The chime of "bells now belonging to Ohrht Ohnmﬁ
in this city, was brought from England without charge '
for freight. Being the first peal of bells that had reached |
this country* they attracted t attention, and when
put into the steeple. were rung for some time for the '
gratification of thmm 01;1 .ﬁrd: to t-hﬂ:sr.d 2::‘ coun-

le an earing

:3133? let m?grndtn have the bells chimed on the
evenings precaedlng market days (Tuesdays and Fri-
days), and crowds of the ‘country folk’ would repair to
the ehurch in order to witeess the operation of ringing;
a curiosity which the ringers took care to turn to their'
own advantage, by claiming a fee. We have been told"
by an old and highly re ble citizen, that Capt.
Budden become 80 important a porlonqo, that the bel
were unlvumuly rung, whenever his vessel arrived in
port.” .

Tt is sald that when the ringing of the bells was more {
of a novelty than at present, the inhabitants of German-
town frequently came in half way to the cxty to M the
merry peals.

The present ringer, Capt. Richard Dodd, has been &
ringer there for 40 years.

Since the hells have heen pnt up, mn have been
{hree men killed in ringing them.

The bells were sunk in the Delaware, st Trenton, at-
the time of the Revalution, to keep the Brifish from get-
ting possession of them. It was feared that if they fell
into their hands they would be converted into cannon,

. 'When Independ was declared, the bells at Christ

Church sounded the glad tidingsand *¢ proclalmed Li-

Lerty to all the land to all the inhabitants theryof.”’

The entire weight of the bells is between 11 and 12,000
pounds. They cost £560 sterling. A few yeary since
the largest of the set Was Lroken, and it was mecessary
to send it to London to be recast. Upon: this bell is the

following inscription:

< «Ohrist Church, Philadelphia. This bell and the rest
oftho)almmby and Pack, of the White
Chapel Boll Foundry, don.l'lu Re«mnthuum‘
Youndry, by 1835.”

‘The r Pell is as follows:

, 1764, Thomas Lester

On the others is dﬂﬁ&-
Thomas Lester and 'Thomas Pnck, fecit, 1754.”"

The following is copled from the Christian Journal :—
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Nobudy -would“have concluded that the hand en- |
gine wasahumbug because it burstite air. chamber.

et such’an accident to the steam ﬁreengme would .
ave ruined its reputation forever.-

Alleyes were now turned to the old Dmgent,
“for there it was’ asserted no failure could ‘ensue.

e Diligent was fully manned, a fine stream of
ter shot with lightning lpeed Tom her pipe.

'f.l‘ e men. worked ~with incredible spirit and

| strength, and after oeﬂ‘ortu, succeeded m attain-

ing & height ¢f 133 feet. This drew loud acclama-

“tions from the crowd. But the effort was evanes-

cent, scarcely beheld before it was [lost tosmight;'
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fully convinced of its power-and effiicacy.

‘F  The'distéhees of the horizontal streams, 6s mea-.
sured by, the n‘w“a a,ppomted by. the different
rnrtlcs——Charle Rubicam, H. Kelley and

T. E. Baxter—were as follows, from & one-inch

nozzle :— -
Steam engine;" 5 2. 3 - 172 feet.
Diligent engine, - - - - 155 ¢« :
"' Difference,. - JONE s ML oo

. The perpendicuiar hmght reached from & one-
"inch rozzle; was as follows :

. Diligent engmo, s%0 kia Jxs 133 feet.
Sle engine, .. - - - 120 ¢

: Dgﬂ'erence - 13 (1
The rozzle of. z‘e Mnlm eugmewbrmch pipe was
elevated 7 feet from the ground, and the nozzle of
the Dilgent gallery: pipe 17 feet 8' inches —making"
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‘afternoon—and less by 15 pounds than was raised af’
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Total - nnmber of Rainy days, for 1854, 1853

the first six months of the year, - 61 60
Do., Cloudy (including stormy) days do. 117 . 117
Do, Cleardays ™ . - - do, 65 - 68
The uniformity in the above general totals, as
well as in those of the respective monthly accounts,
is remarkable and well worthy of notice,
Tcmperature, Rain andﬂortahly.

A

Temperature.
| - |Aver: D’ths
MONTHS, ab9, 13 &| M m"m ]

i o 13 o’clock. m?x'"m es|(In ) ‘é‘a’{:
First Mo, (an) 1864 " 8360 1945
Second, (Feb.)|1854 a0 2008
Third, (Myroni,) Ly S

 Pourth, (April.)| iS04} i 28090
Fifth, ©(lay) 18541 6950 097} 1588 |
ixth, (I 75.95 3 '
Sixth,  (Iyme|lf6d 76u3 2106

Totai m for ths first six montin of 1854...15 zx inubu

Incrnn, imore than 33 pn omt..........om

* Nore.—To_make & fuir contrast with N
1 York, about 230 deaths n{mdd be added to ﬂ:x‘:
month’s statement for Philadelphia, hoing the pro-

 portion of deaths ocourring thero during the sweek

-énding on the First-day of 7th month; 6 compgri<
son with the eorresponding month of last year for
Philadelphia, is, howeyer, correct. \

| Average temperature at 9,12 and 3"

ci glook, for the first six months of 52.4} deg.

Avera.ge tamperature at 9, 12 and 8’ |
n;'so;ock, for the first six months of | 54,06 dog. '
¢l

Averago of mean of extremes, f

#ame period of 1854, o 42‘65 deg.

4veuga of mean of extremes, for

/' same period of 1853; . }50"5‘“5'

~The “IthunJ’ of last year exoeeded that of the

present, at the 9,12 and 3 o'clock average, 2.65 deg

-and the mean of extremes, only 1. 91 dtg ol

first six months of 1854

Total number
otal number of deaths in Pinlwgolphu for } 4507

€ —

 Tncrease, onl 7 297
11 ,976
10,186

1854,

i3 age, - 17
We have the authority of the New York ‘l'nbnn(

for the ststomegt, that in propmwn 10




