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Tas Panwmnom’ £ Fixus.—The subject i
of preventing large-fires in cities has, fora'
long periad; om:st}qela}unflon of many
individuals, and while the suggestions of some '

would, if put-in practice, form a cause of
saving a vast deal of valuable property, and
the lives of our citizens, there is no plan that
could be made so effective as to grant addi-
tional water privileges to manufacturers and
owners of large establishments and buildings.
Ta these privileges, we mean, that the autho-
rities should pass g general ordinance allowing
the _owners of all large buildings to place a,
pipe'through the residence, factory or v!hgt:
ever else ik, may be, 50 s.rranged as to admit of
an attachment of hose of the same dimensions
(4 inches) as the fire-plugs in the streets. This
privilege to begranted with such restrictions,
a8 t0 secure the department against fraud, and
upon the payment of a tariff, in addition to
the water rent charged for -such building. It
would have a tendency to organize s private
fire department, and one decidedly more effec-
tual than our present volunteer system, or a
paid one could be rendered.

‘Wherever the privilege was granted, the
proper authorities should exact of the owners
of property, an obligation to keep a reel of
hose contiguous to the cock or valve of the
pipe, on each foor, so that in case of fire, the
‘water, at & moment's warning, could be di-
rected ‘immediately to the fire, and to have
proper watchmen constantly on the premises.
This method, instead of being one which would
enuse 2 loss of water, would be an immense
saying{ and in every respect, be an advantage
to the community.

The Pittsburg Gtazette, of the 5thinst., ¢on-
taing thefollowing: e

«Tua PreveNtioN oF Fires—HoW 17 18 DONE
18 Prrrssure.~—Hundreds of thousands of dollars

are annually swept away by fire, as with a breath,
in all our large cities. It frequently ocours that a

fire breaks out in an extensive building, a manu- |

factory, & hotel or a warehouse, and. from the in-
efficiency of the alarm system, and the fire depart-
ment, the flames obtain a disastrous headway before
adrop of wateris thrown. In our city, a most
effective method of protection has been adopted.
A gentleman writing from this city to an eastern
paper, gives the following information:

“All of our large manufactories are provided
with a four inch cast iron pipe,.from the main pipe
in the street/ to the’ upper story of the building,

" with a cock or valve of the 'same capacity as the
street plu~s, to suit the same size hose used by
the fire department. They have generally from 20
to 60 feet of hose in each story, Bcrewed in their
places, and run on a reel, all ready, at a minute’s

“warning, in case of fire. Some have two mains
irito their buildings, for different departments. The
Banner Mills, of Allegheny, have in the second
story of their packing department, a four inch

~main, connected with ten one inch pipes ranning
40 foet, with. holes in; to let the ‘water on in the
form of a shower, all over the room, which was the
means of saving it from fire about two months ago.
The Eagle, Anchor and Penn Cotton Mills, of Al-
legheny, are supplied with water all through their
buildings, with hose, &e., all attached, ready for
use. Also, the Monongahela House, of this oity,
was saved from fire about five monthsago, by hav-
ing the water in the fifth story, where no engine
eould get at it. Water is about being introduced
into B.-A: Fahnestock’s new warehouse, through a
privilege granted without charge, and recommend-
ed by the authorities, as they think they are the
gainers by each of the manufactories being pre-
pared to use the water at the proper place, and at

the commencement of a fire,when it can be checked
without any waste of water,””

This kind of protéction is adopted in many
of the large manufactories of Boston and New
“York, and although some of the very places it
which the facilities have been introduced have
been - on fire, yet ' the loss has proved trifling
from the fact of ope of the valves having been
opeuned and the stream directed fo the fire and
not promiscuously on and about the building.
Thesystem causesnot onlya saving of property,
but an immense saving of water, and where
thousands of hogsheads are wasted at large fires

¥Hisrawould mot be required a single barrel to
prevent, perhaps, extensive conflagrations. In
Chickering’s piano manufactory in. Boston,

is ‘attached a three inch hose and pipe, and

very room is supplied with a hydrantto which

- through which water can be thrown inan in-
" stant to every part of that large building. In
New York the theatres and large factories are
supplied in the samé manmner, and we hope the

time is not far distant when Philadelphia will

have similar means provided :for’ protecting
“property from destruction by. fire, Will our

ChieﬁEgﬁ?«‘PEg.&Mr' Graff, or some member of
the Wgt’gr,ixi& dliqm}itgtg.e move in this work of
reform ? iyt S =
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LOCAL AFFAIRS.

The Oid Independence Bell —The old bsll which
firgt proclaimed liberty to the United Colonies from
the State House steeple, and which for years past |
has been an object of attraction in Independence
Hall, now .occupies a position in the hall im-
mediately in front of the: porirait of Lafayette
close by the statue of Washington, on a pedelu[
designed for the purpose by Frederick Graff, Esq.
The pedesial is octagonal in shape with a doubie
base. pon the base are placed, at the cornera, |
eight fasces surmounted by the liberty cap and other
emblems, and upon the fillets which bind the reeds
of these fasces, are tastefully arranged the names
of the Signers of the D:claration of Indepen-
dence, indicative of the effect of that act in bind- |
ing the Union ether, Upon the fasces are’
shields—one conta nini the coat of arms of the |
United States; a second, the arms of the State of
Pennsylvania ; a third, the arms of the city of,
Philadelphia; and the fourth, the following:—
¢« Fhe ringing of this bell first announced to the citi- "
zens who were anxiously waiting the resuit of the |

deliberation8 of Congress, (which were at that
time held with closed doors,) that the Deaclaration
of Ind d had been decided upon; and then

it was that the bell proelaimed liberty throughout |
the Jand toall the inhabitants therco !’? The Ameri- |
can flag is gracefully festoened between the fasces,
and binds them by its ample folds. ~The carving
wasr executed by a young man in-this city named |
T. Daily. The bell 18 surmounted by a-large gilt
eagle. The pedestal is painted with white China
gloss, with the coats of arms, names of signers,
and inscription on the shields in gilt.
The_subjoined_history of the bell may not prove
uninteresting. The copies of the annexed lefters,
addressed to Robert Charles, of London, i 1751
and 1763, by lsaac Norris atd others, on the sub-
ject, explain themselves, and from whieh it will
be seen that the inscription on the bell was or-
dered to be cast twenty five years before the De-

claration was signed : —
. ' Novemberd, 1751.

Rerpeeted “Friend Robert Charles:—The “As-
sembly having ordered us (‘he Superintendents
of the State House) to procure a bell from
England, - ‘fo ‘be purchas for their use, we
take the liberty to apply ourselves to thee to
get us a good bell of about two thousand pounds
weigbh't, the cost of which we presume mayamount
to about one hundred pounds sterling, or perhaps
with the chnrfel something more, and accordingly
we have enclosed a first bill of exebange by John
Porsins & Sonon Messrs. Thomas Flowerden &
Co. for £100 eterling. We wouid have chosen to
remit & larger bill at this time, but will take care
to furnish more as soon as we can ba informed how
mueh may be wanted. .

‘We.hope and rely on thy care and asgistance in
this affair, and that thou wilt procure and forward
it by the first food opportunity, as our ‘workmen
inform us it will be much less trouble to hang the
bell before the seaffolds are struck from the build-
ing where we intend to place it, which will ngt be.
done till the end of next summer of beginning of
the fall. Let the bell be cast by the best work-
men, and examined carefully before it is shipped,
with the following words, well shaped, in large
letters around it, viz.: ¢ By orderof the Assembly
of the Provinee -of Pennsylvania for the State
House in the City of Puiladelph:ia, 1752,’? ard un-
derneath ¢ Proclaim Liberty through all the land
to all;the inhabitants thereof.”’ Levit. xxv. 10.

As we have_ experienced. thy readiness to serve
this Provinee on sll occasions, we desire it may be
our excuse for this additional trouble from, Thy
assured friends, Isaac Norris, Thos. Lsech, Ed-
ward Warner,

. oW -

. W W e

: .51‘1 - % Mareh 10, 1763.
Ina previous létier/I gaveinformation that our
bell was gexerally liked and approved of, but. h_r,%',.
few days afier my writing I had the mortificatio
10 hear that it was cracked by a atroke of the clap-
pér without any other violence, as it was hung up
the'sound ; though this was not very agree-
able to us we concluded to send it back by Capt.
Budden, but_he could not take it on'board ; upon
which, two ingenious workmen undertook to cast

J it here, and 1 am just informed that they have this

day opened the mould, and have got a good hell‘l
which, I corfess, pleases me much that we shouls

. first venture upon snd succeed in'the greatest bell
cast, for aught I know, in English America. Toe
mould was finished h # very masterly man-
ner, and the letters, I am told, are better than in
the old.one. When we broke up the metal, our
judges here generally agreed it was too high and
brittle, and cast several little belis of it to try the
sound. and fixed upon a mixture of an ounce and &
half of copper to one pound of the old bell, and in

his proportion we now’have it.
ek i April 14, 1753.

A native of the Isle of Malta, and a son of Chas.
Stow, were the persons who undertook to cast our
bell. They made the mon'd in & masterly manner,
and run the metal well, but upon trial, it seems they
have added too much copper in the present bell,
which is row hung up inits place. But they were
g0 teazed -with the witticisms of the town, that
they had a new mould in great forwardness before
Mesnard’s arrival, and: will very soon be ready to
make a second eszay. If this should fail, we will
embrace Lister’s offer and send the unfortunate

bell azain to him by the first opportunity.
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In the Pennsylvania Packet'of June 7, 1753, the

following notice appeared. ¢ Last
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