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P LOCAL ITEMS.
A Stroll - Through Old’ Kensington—The Olden
Time and the New—The Water Works, &:c—It'has
been many years since we',made the tour of Old
! Kensington... Itg .quiet streets, its -thrifty people,
| its ballowed:reminiscences,’and its winning beau-
| ties ‘have beew strangersto’us for ‘many a day,
though we hayeé'dften beon within a stone’s throw
of its precinets. .The; old spot always had for.us
a charm—'¢ & certain -something,” as the  French
say, which rendered it & saecred spot to our eyes,
and made a_deeply seated an:d favorable impres-
sion on our heart. Thongands there are, born and
reared, and living within a few minutes’ walk of
Old Kensington, whe have: never crossed its bord-
ers, who have never mingled with its people, who
have never known its true worth in ‘every element
of virtue, patriotism and industry. To,.these we
say, go forth and learn what Philadelphiaiiwas in
the olden time, and ' contrast the past with the
present. i

We strolled, on'Saturday, through the streets so
familiar to us in other years, and though ¢Im-
provement”—that monster which destroys every
link which unites ws with the past—has mado some
strides in its borders, there are still within the
Mecea of “an unbroken faith” many points to ar-
rest attention, and many fruitful subjects for earn-.
est thought among those whose hearts are with
Philadelphia; and desire to keep her what she is,
the Garden City of the American Continent.

“0ld Kensington” comprises that part of the
Eighteenth Ward lyingbetween Gunner’s Run and
the Frankford Road, and Franklin Avenue and
the Delaware river. 'Its‘people are a hardy race,
and many there are who ecan trace back their history
to the early settlers of Pennsylvania. The men
are robust and sturdy representatives of the work-
ing classes, and in a great degree, are shipwrights,
whose gkill has given to the sailing craft of Phila-
delphia a world-wide renown., The women, unlike
the mass of American females, have life and vigor
in their organization, and look as_if they were
born to fulfil the Divine command in becoming
mothers.  ‘Indeed, young and old, male and fe-
male, form a class of which Phialdelphia may well
be proud.

If any comment were needed on the silly prac-
tice of building'so’ prevalent at this time, it would
be ‘found in’a stroll through the section we have
described. Instead of houses huddled together on
“‘the fi’penny bit principle,” with no yards-and no
comforts,  one 'will find net only meatness, but
beauty, in the small tenements erected years and
years'ago, with spacious grounds and overshadow-
ing trees, and a hundred other conveniences: which
the present generation' seldom think of. - Shacka-
maxon, Marlborough, Queen, Beach, and even the
smaller streets are shaded with oaks and willowsg,
and paper mulberries and elms, and sycamores,
which stretch forth their armsto takeeachother ina
fraternal embrace, and protect the wayfarer from
the scorching rays of the sun; while the dwellings
small though they be, with their eaves hanging in
their antique way far over the pavement, have the
evidences of solid enjoyment about them which we
seldom meet even in what we term our fashionable
streets. ‘Practical comfort seems to have been the
aim of the pioneers of this section, and how far
they attained their object.can be best judged by a
visit to this spot, consecrated to the holiest remi-
niscences in our history.

After’ we had passed along the streets above
ramed, chatted with. many a veteran of the. past,
and. refreshed our memory with many a scene of
other days, we found ourselves in front of that spot,
the incidents conneeted with which have formed the
theme of eloguent . praise in every land since the
year 1682, We'entered the gateway that leads
to the monument which marks the spot of the
“ 0ld Elm Tree ’—and, whatever may beouropin-
ion of the character of that monument in a metro-
polis like Philadelphia, we felt that it was well it
| was there. It is something in the shape of a four

sided cone, and about five feet in height. On its
north side is the following inseription :
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PENNSYLVANIA
FOUNDED
1681,
By Deeds of Peace.
On the east—WILLIAM PENN,
Born 1644,
Died 1718,
On the south—Placed by the
PENN SOCIETY,
A. D. 1827.
to mark the
Scite of the
GREAT ELM TREE.
And on the west—Treaty Ground

of
WILLIAM PENN.
and the
Indian nations,
1682

UNBROKEN FAITH,

We passed up Beach street, along the ship yards
and machine shops and other places 'of industrial
wealth, and in a short time came to the Kensing-
ton: Water Worksy'which are situated near Gun-
ner’s Run, and ¢ Dyottville.”. Introducing our-

_gelf to the Engineer, whom we found to be a most
courteous and eompetent :officer, we. found that
numervus alterations- had  just been - completed
here. The six boilers, which were made originally
fortyfeet in length, have been shortened fourteen
feet, ubder theJsupervision of Messrs. I. P. Morris

& Co., to the advantage of the public. Instead of

consuming from nine to twelve tons of coal per
day, as formerly, they now require but six tons,
while the reduction of the fuel, instead of lessening

ver of the engines, actually gives them an
ional force sufficient to increase th;&icv.o‘ln-

I &

tions over two- thousand per “day.” An improve-
lent by which' the ‘water for the boflers is heated
by the exhausted steam has been  introduced, as
well as Glark’s Patent Damper, which saves fuel
and luborygives uniformity to steam, and prevents
the latter-from escaping.’ i

The'boile: hm'cosqgﬂ’,in Wwith brick in a supe-
rior; afd _ Wworkmanlike manner, by Messrs. Wm.
Einwechter & Sons; whohave likewise ' constructed
a flue from the old boiler, used for the small engine,
and placed at the Delaware end of the building.
The flue is sixty feet.in length, and we venture to
say, is as perfect a piece of brick work as has ever
been constructed in this city. The employees of
the Water Works speak in-high terms of “commen-
dation of the skilfulness displayed in the entire
work, and we cannot question its durability. Mr.
William Einwechter, Jr., under whose superinten-
dence the closing in has been effected, devotes his
whole attention to boiler work, and is esteemed as
one of the most competent byilders in Philadel-
phia. be

Leaving the Water Works we wended our way
towards the Dyottviller @lass Works, across Gun-
ner’s Run; ‘but finding that they had ceased ope- |
rations fo;‘the purpose of introducing several im-
provements, in. their business, we are not -able, as ‘
we anticipated we should be, to furnish an outline !
of the operations at this place. - |
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# .11 S team Fire Bngine,
‘MEessrs. EpiTors :—Having noticed that your
valmblaaggper is & constant advoeate of the good |
‘énd wseful of

—

L _subjects that interést the public :
welfare, I W! .wm;_o;mwml,m,o% the trial .
of the steam.fire; engine ¢ ica,’’ on

‘the 3d inst.; at Dock -gee.t wharf, -
I e engine, from ‘the tinie of lighting the fire
commenced the pumping of ‘water in her usual
time, between eight and twelye minutes. “The "
suction hose was drapped into the Delaware and
attachments made, when the water was discharged
from a 1} inch nozzle westward up Dock street, a
distance of 175 feet, against & wird strong ‘enough ,
10 blow & heavy spray backward to the greatdis-
comfort: of the pipemen, who were completely
drenched. 30 : 2 {

The next experiment was by laying out fromﬁ:,he
engine three hundred and twenty- five féet of hose,
and the, 'same, nozzle attached, (1} inch,)and a .
eurye in the hose, s0 as toreturn thewater and!
throw with® the ‘wind towards the engine, and
“under these disadvantages the engine threw a_dis-
tance of one hundred and fifty-seven feet, discharg-
ing 520 gallons of water per ‘minute, on top of the
| five:-story building on the north side of Dock street,

i in. such gmntities-thnt the guttersspouts were
filled, and the water running in' broad sheets over
“the gutter to the pavement. .5 o Yo |

There. was then. laid out an additional quantity |
of hose, to the distance of over 600 feet from the
engine, and & nozz!le of one inch attached ; the wa-
ter was discharged through 'this nozzle 65 feet.

The addition of the last hose was of small dia-
meter, manyfeet not- exeeéeding 74 in. ‘circumfe-
rence, causing.great.obstruction to the passage. of
the water by increased friction ;. uﬂem ‘adaition,
theleakage from holes and splits in the hose caused
8 great loss of water, which, if it' had'reached the
exﬁo,fﬂ,x_e hose, would have iven additional ‘dis-"
tance to the stream. - In this , the" large Hose,"
which is-12.inches: eircumference, buvst before &
trial wasomade perpendicularly on any. of the sur-,
rounding ‘buildings; meither ~had the maximum;

m‘;'“ﬁ Jbeen attained of which the engine is ca- .
pable. "5% v ali sk -4 CAFOURT e 4% »d)

.The hose W l,l\gm lin dengthened so as t0
¢ v&gﬁbgz ole. Eﬁs%pmrfesx, and a nozzle of |
three- qua; of,aninch attached.. This stream -
“was thrown horizontally for some time; and as the -
‘the engine easéd’it was thrown to-

presgure of

“the lower sills of the fourth story of a five-story
house, and as the increased pressure of gteam was§
given, the hose buret egain.

T A 3 T = -,
' A pecond attempt was made by taking’ out tht
i ruptured section, but. with no better success, fo
i betore the pressure of the engine got to Where the
i stream of water would do effectual service on the
surroundin i

buildings, the hose broke again, and

" the Chief” Engineer gave it up, saying it was use= '
less, as mueh of the hose was old, and not able to

; 8tand the pressure; and gave as evidence the leaky.
condition it.was in,.spirting more -water along '
] the line than would amount- to_the contents dis-
charged from the nozzle, thereby not only losi
;'the water, but taking from the pressure at the eﬁ
i«of the distributor, and weakening the force,

The power of endwance in the engine was
lainly seen when, by the detachments of the
ong line of: hose, the 1} inch nozzle was again at-

tached, and a greater distance attained then by the
first experiment, the wind having abated some
since the first trial:
The whole. experiment was_ triumphantly suc-
| cessfal, ard there can be no doubt left.on & candid,
unprejudiced mind, witnessing it, that if the hose
were of the 12 inch girth, or 3} diameter, and in

good order, that lhe’eniine' will force a stream of |

an.ingh diameter upon the highest house on Doek
street at the end of a thousan
—clearly showing that the hose'may be carried up
into & building if thefire is:in- the upper stories,
Afd;a- corstant discharge of water thrown upon the
. ‘Bire, or may: be thrown across from;the roof of one
-buildirg upon a building on the opposite side of a
istreet, as wide as Front, Seccnd, &e., with good
effeet, | - ??’%
.+ That an engine*tulh as fhe Young America'wwould
(be.&,good protection against fire, of at least two
squares from the Delaware,” for" perhaps one third
ot;the whole léngth '6f our great ¢ity, as well as a
grand auxitiary: ~stopplng- & fire after it had got
1 b%ygngi-the strength of our firemen from exhaustion
of their strength by long-continued exertion, is the
.candid opinion ‘of one who:would do justice to all
+aud violence to rone. tis 3 JUSTICE.

feet from the engine |'
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\ and 138% feet perpendicular.
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Trial of the Steam Jfire) En
: aftqrnoon,{ﬁe steam fire eng i ‘f:
was again tested at_the q%u;f D
performed in an admirable manner, On this ocea-
sion s);_e snﬁgﬂ d hornq}f om the dock by means
of suction hose, | d’ th ,e)[?uier to a greater dis-

jine—Yesterday
oung America’’
ock street, and

tance thap eyer —befors, ‘
thrown from a pipé‘ attached to a ten feet ection
of hoso & distanipe of abopt 180 “fgep rizontally,
Bhe alg throw s

heavy stream through a 1} inch nozzle over Megsys.
E. A, Souder & Co.’s four story warehouse at tho
northeast corner of Dock st. and Delaware avenue.
The second experiment was made throngh ' a
pipe having a 11 ineh nozzle, attached to the end
of 50 feet of hose. This stream was thrown a dis-

he' first” stream was

'l tance of 170 feet horizontally, but a much further
§ distance over the roof of the ware-house at the
1

corner of Dock street—showing conclusively that

/| she can throw a heavier stream of water to a much
‘| greater distance than the “Miles Greenwood,” the

I s tried a short time
ago at the same place. } - :
The third trial was made With a stream forced
through 327 feet “of hose, With a 1} inch nozzle.
This was thrown from the centre of Dock street
along Water street to Spruce street, & distande of
157 "feet. * This “stream was thrown against the

other steam Engine which é&

¥ wind.* snbke‘%uehtlftho stream Was throwh down

Dogk strept, With the "Wind, to s inlich gréater dis-

The fourth trial wag made with €85 foet of hose,
with a one inch nozzle. At first she threw a stream
a distance of 66 feet, but subsequently reached 74
feet 3 inches.

The last trial was made with 925 feet of hose,
laid ‘along Dock street, from the engine, on the
extreme end of the wharf, up to Granite street.
At this' place, a three-quarter inch nozzle was
used, and water was forced a distance of 66 feet.
She then threw a stream above the fourth story of
the Custom House stores, a feat that astonished all
who witnessed it.-

The trial was witnessed by the Committee of

| Trusts and Fire Gompapies,  number of the mem- |

bers of Ceuncils, and a groat crowd of spegtstors,
all of whom app,eu.rocii to take the'greatest i‘;.igerest

{ in the experiment.

The ¢apabilites of this Engine to throw an im-
mense amount of water and a steady stream, to a

knowledged 'by every one ‘present. 'We should
judge’that during ‘the time she was in' operation,
she threw more'water than céuld have been done
by ten of gyr present Engines. * For small fires in
RArTow stregts, our hgnd engi_ixpg gro desidedly pre-
ferable; but in cases of large conflagratiors, ‘where
a vast amount of water is indispensable, the
“Young America” would be just the apparatus re-
quired.

The American Academy of Music.—At 12 o’clock
yesterday the annual meeting of the Stockholders

'| of the American Academy of Music was held in the
i|Board of Trade Room at the Exchange.

Mr. Wm. 8. Smith was called to the Chair, and
Mr. M. Neshit was appointed Secretary.
adopted.

Theé report of the Board of Directors was also
read. The report sets forth'that the final condition
of the corporation is now such as to justify the
Board in entering into contracts for the erection of
tie Qpera Honse. - Only $15,000 is now needed to
-make up thé f3ll amount of the subsoriptions to the

oapi-sl ftoek of $860,000. ' This sum is so trifling |

Iin Gomparison ta the importance of the work that
n comparison * Ly g A
i will gertainly be proiutly ubseribéd. Wap report
says in conclusion : -
“During the Fall of next year, we hopa.to see
all' accomplished, and a commencement’ made in
realizing the antisipsted advantage to our city,
and its'trade, from the mérits of the enterprise.”
The reporé was accepted. . i
In reply to a question from a stockholder, a

was expected that ground would be broken for the
commencement of the b!xildin; in the course of a

1 fortnight,

The meeting then adjourned, to gointo an elec-
tion for a Board of Directors. The following ig"the
tioket elested—Jghn B. Budd, Chas. Henry Fisher,
Georgé B: Pepper, Frederick Graff, Jas. C. Hand,
Samuel Branson, John P. Steineér, Isaac 5. Water-
man, James Traquair, Lyon J. Levy, F. J. Dreer,
Fairman Rogers. 5

Foreign Importations— The
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Trial of Latia’s New Steam Fire Funglue)

. .The nndew,g%w _were present ig-day.at-a trial.of |
‘the Steam Fire Fogine, bg!t by Latte-& Co.. of Oinx
cinnati, for the ¢ity & New. Orleans, and cap testify

tothe following resulfs? = - £ A
The ‘time consimed in raising steam sufficient to
work the doctor of the pump, was three and a ualf
(33¢) minutes. The time of lightlng the fire till a full
| stream of water was thrown through the hose, was
i'nine (9) minutes. A stream of water was thrown
through a nozzle of 1% inches in diameter, two
hundred and sixty-three (263) feet, measuring from
the point where the water fell in heavy drops, to the
end of the pipe. Through & nozale of 1% inches, a
streamgwas thrown, measuring in the same way two
hundred and forty (240) feet. With a mnozzle 13¢
inches in diameter, a stréeam was forced over a flag-
staff on the ‘cupalo of the Ohio Mechanics’ Institate,
measaring in perpendleular height about one hun-
dred and sixty-five (163) feet, and the same distance
wasreached with a stream through a 1}{ inch nozzle.
Itis but justice to the builders of the engine to
state, that six (& minutes is the usual time required

-

great distance, was satisfactorily shown, and ac. |.

** The minites of the last mesting were read and ;

member of the Board of Directors stated that it }:

te force water'thtough the hose, and thatthe excess of
1« instants, s attrbitable to_ the packing
! of the pamp being too tight.. The whole performarce
' of the engine,soifaras the undersigned are compe-
tent to judge;was highly satisfactory.
: G SRS MW, TAYLOR,

GEO. GRAHAM,
f “Jol _fmmm.
 Cincinnati, June 28d,1855. 3¢

“A. 8. WiNsSLOW.




