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:  OF TEFATRES. |
- A hand, facile princeps in such matters, sends
the-following hints ‘on this'subject to the editors
of ‘the New, Orleans.Picayune, which seem to us
worthy of -considerstion 113 om) 2 3
“I'perceive that a plan for aiew theatre at Phi-
ladelphiakesbeen decided-upon, I'presumethat
the plan k'or the new theatre in New'Orleans, to
replace Placide’s Varieties, will shexfly be se-
Tected. I trust.that seme person practically ac-
quainted with theatrical” architecture will be
‘consulted before any definite resolution is come,
to upon this point...-Architects know nothing
of theatres; if brought into contact with the
merest stage-carpenter, they would betray the
most complete ‘ignorance’ ‘of even  the names,
much less the ordinary requirements, of the
stage. All the architect thinks of is the com-
fort of the audience—that they may have room,
a clear view of the stage, and, he hopes, may
‘hear well. . But thege are the very last things
1o be considered. I 'dare say your readers may
 ‘startled at this assertion; but I repeat it.
Who goes to the theatre that’he may simply
streteh his legs? Who'ever gelécts an evenings’
amusement.at a particnlar theatre, because in
that theatre he can'ded'‘one or two feet more of:
the stage than he can in another?  What the-'
jatre in theworld has ever been condemned and:
'deserted because the andience could not hHearin
it Not one. The public go to_the theatre.to.
-see the performance, and they wiil prefer sxgood
‘performance ‘and' reasonable comfort, to ' '¢16-
venly dull "performance and all the comfort. to
enable them togo to sleep.:-Now; sir, to: insure
. a good’ performance, the. first egsential, is, the
proper disposition of all those rooms that serve:
as-offices ‘and receptacles for stage purposes.
A convenient scene dock, whose scenery, when
it has served its purpose on the stage, may be
instantly and easily shifted; a handy property=
room and_closet; & quick change dressing-"
room; a green-rocm with double doors. ‘These
rooms must be on the stage floer. 'These are
self-evident iatters to a theatrical man; yet
such is the uttep. and grossignorance of the
architect, that he never stops to inquire tho
stage requisites, but crams them Higglety-pig-
gléty into his plan afterwards.. What is the
result? Long waits between the acts, bad set
scenes, imperfect working ofiall-the.machinery:
Then the critics say the theatre is badiy ma-
naged. No. It is simply—badly built; for it
was ‘built by an architect who knew nothing
about "it, ‘and wljose plantiwas selected by a
committee of gentlemen \ho knew less. . Even
in the great new DBoston theatre, which cost’
$250,000—=0f which $100,000 were gpent in pull-
ing down and rectifying stupid mistakes—well, |'
in this model thealre the property-room isdown }
two flights-of stairg”in the cellar; the green-
room, such gs it'is, is on the wrong side of the
stage; and there isino scene dock at all. i Itell
you, sir, that there is‘frot a single theatre in thé |
United States which is not the contempt of its
stdge carpenfer;i-in. congequence ~of its: bad
arrangp'Pent. Andwhat is ‘the result of |/
this badjeconomy.? . Why, nothing is ever in its |'
place; everything is smudge andssmear, and
hurry and  paich, and . scramble and, mess;
everything goes to.rack.and ruin; the-architect
only exhibiting one'‘instance of foresizht, and
that is—he always takes care that there shall
be no windows on the stagethat can-threw any
lighton that dark scene of riot and wanton de-
struction, of which he alone is the author, 1|
fearlessly appeal to everyactor; stage-manager,
‘prompfer and stage carpenter in the Union, to
say if.I have not spoken the truth.
: Yours, &ciy 2
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LOCAL AFFAIRS.

Want

Water.—In some parts of g
md_r’gp‘ﬁﬂiqfcu!srly the nor!.hell',nr A n%fﬁg:nc- W
tiona’ of the Twentieth Ward, and. in. portions.of
the old district of Spring. Garden,.the supply.of
|- water ie insui pi@gﬁ,..< pon mwgy«mnwwk
thig ig specially the case, and onSaturdays. there:

)| 18 & clean stop of the water. In vaindoes the pa-

tient housewife-urge the lever of the hydrant in
the yard. If she happen to' forget that this is the
day fora thort crop, or none.at all, she is in a ter-
rible plight for want of the means to wash up and
fix things for Sunday. Itmsy be;that,late in the
afterno nj she is enabled to get & few drops. ‘She
is not—nfbnimw('a_s some Who, in other parts.of
the city, open théir -wash-paves at 7 or 8 o’clock
in the morning.8nd keep the water running until 11
o’clock, if not later in'the day, to the annoyance of.
passers: by, and. to the prejudice. of :those who are
without the necessary-supply. - We zay prejudice
of these; b y when plain's are’ made; the
excuse is given; ° that'so much:is usged in the
| city. Here is a'matter for City ‘Councils to look
at and apply & corrective. _This is not as it shonld
be.. The water-rént payers in those seetions are
‘a8 much entitled to a sufficiency of water as others,
and they have great cause of complaint against the
authorities of the eity. ¥

however, is not the whole of the evil. “The -
property. owners and residents of these sections -
are pot protected against fire, Manyofthe fice-plugs :
:when opened are as dry agspunk . How often have
I, we it-said and saw it reported, that the fire-
o+ men counldmot-do much on account of ‘the gcarcity
of water. The publie authorities should look to
this moatter. Can the ciiy expect that le with
8 quarter or halfsupply of water will ﬁ' s muoh |
, 88 those who are fully

.

'd | into the city treas
ﬂ supplied. This m;yof water has affected the
I pu%uc,interel ‘by preventing improvements, and
18 | to a great.degree has inflicted great pnva.tomjmy.
8% | A year or.two 8go, 8-project was started to se-
cure 8. T of 'V r- to thesc sections,
= | particul .the northw B, by laying anotber
al mainy but for some reason the work was not ‘done.
‘l' Under the'new govern it was hoped the mat-
| ter would ‘receive sttention, and the com-
% | forts and interests of a. number of our.people
1 | advanced by prompt ction _on the part of the city .

suthoritied.

Lot s Jiave, Mo Light—For . year or more
g esta n the Coundlly upon-the’
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i V}'Laste,bqf Water.—On Monday. morn]
| munication fipm' Mr. Graett, ﬁnjg'm‘epq [ th, )
| Departmentaddressed to the. Mayor; wasrgh

| Lieutenaits. TMr:| iGraéff ‘complains tHap' §
| Plugs are’al8wed €3°Fiin, theréby catbigh s
| cegsary- wasterof water at this the ve

| the
| the “Reservoir. . He: further complais

It

| theplugs.  Afterthe reading:of the

mmunication,
Lt Mecke, ofthe Eleverth Wa

run in the various alleys in his

i8 thrown’ into -the street; aifd cannot bester be
| it away by meansof the Fire Plugs,

offal is sufiered £0 1ay dbout’t
| Gorrect, and approve of allofing the plugs'to xun
in'them. tg purify them. If ‘Mr. G
| do the miost-‘good’ With' the smallest gquantity of
water, we suggest .to him sthat he issue an.order
preventing the daily wastefof water:used in unne-
cessarily washing pavemetits: If thisevilisstopped
| there will be an ,abundanceé of water to wash out
the filthy lanes and alleys throughout the city.
There i§ no city in the world where more water is
Wasted than in our gogd city of Philadelphia. If
a window is to be washed, the water is turned on
and allowed to ran‘into the guttex; both while the
servants,are holdipg 4 long conversation yith their

| neighboring : 1 and long ‘after the glass has
been‘cleqnéd:l 3 s{it?gxany instances hours
to cieanse frofit, 4" pavements; during
all which ti c-water-is permitted-to flow with
a perfect néss wdthout-fault being fo_undr-, :y?t
when the cal-

yeare knde’ '?ﬁi&h"bﬁ'&l, wel
culated m:b%éﬁ?hﬁdﬁg}&g ‘?,_'disease', fault is
found if & plug'is Mnﬁotiunm few minuteg to
wash it away and"PardTyoe dtmosphere, breathed
by hundreds who, must, ecgssarily . live yin onr
courfs and lanes: <3 -J un ol

1n Gonvention,and  elected: the {0}OWINg gensies1z
" ‘men as heads of ments s 15010 | P
For ChiéfiGommissiener of City Property-s §
J. Hn?h‘ r‘ccc’i‘v(d 50 votes ; Paul Pohl,
R AL dﬁ{’ la]: . IMx.
Tomrny

i e

Hireh; 35
clared cui
. For Chief

42, Mr. Birch wasde-"
ted. . - Lok 3154
elliencﬁ‘nter' of' ‘theé Water Department—
Frederick Giaeff, 49 ; Frederick Erdman, £ dsz GM:_.‘
Gracfl was, therefore, declared duly eleateds < on;
siderable applanse was manifested thegallery af
| the.annonncement of Mr: Graefi’gel6Ction.
For Ccmmigsioner of "WHarves, an - 3
“James Horner, 5} quwpeg};‘aq niker,40. o 1" g
F°§%’Zoﬁﬁf§?&n&? of ﬁx'«biil reducing the taxes

Mi&TN'T WAstE WaTER.—The Water Depart-

the attention of the Mayor, and
h him, of the police, to, the waste of water daily

b Y ty, partioularly in the old dis-

ment 'has directed

’\a tised all over the city, : ; n
tricts. Allowing the fire-plugs..to, run %s oonshxderad,
the Department, a great evil. Unfortunate citizens !

vengers to clean the streets, and water too scarce to
In the present po-
sition of affairs an7 o-czslonal flood will be a providential

permit its use in washing away filth.

visit.

LOCAL MATTERS. v “’iérl

year that it-ismost-difficult to-kee; w‘vup;}_‘ Y ym {
& that Police

| officers, in most instances, are the #nes that start ||
»informed the |
Marshal, that ¢ had received perntission from Mr; ||
| McMahon; the Register of Wa,tgevx;élo allow plugs to |/

i rd. The Lieute- |/
nant further, - stated that’no provision ' is made |
{ &)r the removal of offal.in.his-Ward, consequently |

1

| removed under the cirénmstariées than by washing |

| ~We thing the statement of the Lieutenant; that |
dlfeys, is pérfectly |

raeff wishes to ||

g b:- o114 15k &
or,Chief. Co! fsioner of Highways—Thoma:
‘;%l A, J. Wester;

43;andd |4
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_Hirau MILLER, and we regard the attempt of the |

- Deiven. to ;ﬂ.ﬁé@u»-ﬁ?-
“TThe several Know-Nothing Councils of Philddel- | ¥
phia are at present in a happy state of conflict. It |
will be recollected by our readers that FREDERICK | g
GRAEFF, Esq., was recently elected Chief Engineer
of the Water Works; which post he had long filled | 2
th disti yover the _cguci;’_ﬁ nomi- | 4o
hing  party, FREDERICK ERD- | a
AN, This fuct excited the most bitter malignity | d'
in the minds of:the bigoted “members of the Secret
Order, against several honorable and high-minded
gentlemen, who regarded their own self-respeot
and conscientious feelings, as of much more conse-
quence than the mandates of the Secret Lodges to
which they, in a moment of thoughtlessness, had
joined themselves.. -In the joint Convention of
Councils, Mr. GRAEFF received 49 votes, ‘and Mr.
ERDMAN 45 votes. There were absent from the Se-
lect Counoil, ALBERT J. WareRMAN, THoMAS J.
PEREINS, DANIEL 8. BEmEMAN, BENJ. ‘R. MiL-
LER, and JereMIAH L. HurtcmiNSoN. Frem the
Common Council, RicHARD M, BERRY and ALFRED
Horrewr. Five members of the'Secret Order voted
for Mr. GrAEYF, as follows : Prrir A. Keysew,
ArcerNoN.S. Roperts, and Nartnax HiLLes, of
the Select Council, and HirAM MiLuer and JouN
M’MuLry; of the Common ‘Council: "These five
are all “gentlemen of respectability and intelii-
gence, and could scarcely be expected to be long
controlled by the ignorant and designing members
of their respective Ward Lodges. Their vote for
Mr. GrAEFF provoked the most violent censure
among the proseriptive crew, and we_believe they
are all to be expelled from the Order. = -

On Monday night last, the Fifteenth Ward Lodge
expelled Hir Ay MILLER for voting for Mr. GRAEFF
We understand that twenty gentlemen thereupon
immediately withdrew from the Order. Mr. M- |
LER was formerly a Democrat.  He is a gentleman
of fine abilities, large property, and great respect-
ability, and it was a matter of sincere regret to
us, when we heard that he had joined the Seeret |
Order: No man in‘the community maintains a
higher character for probity and philanthropy than

E_‘ifr.een‘th Ward Lodge to heap indignity upon him,
as impotent in/the extreme. Wherever he is
known, he is 'regy}' , and the expulsion of such'|"
gentlemen from the Order, will ensure its speedy

destruction. - Itieigcin contemplation to expel the
other ‘members ‘who-voted * for Mr. 'GRAEFF.—
“Whom the Gods wish to_ destroy,” was never
more applicable than/in-the case now before us-
[he reputation of Mr. MiLLER is unblemished,
and it will take something niore than an expulsio;

from a Know-Nothing Lodge, because he refused |
to be a slave in both body and mind, to tn,rnialﬁig.' h
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— LOCAL MATTERS. -3
“Waste of Water—On-Monday morning,' a com-.,

{rhunjdation from Mr. ‘Graeff, Engiheer of the Water

|Depdftiment addressed to the Mayor, was read to the

| Lieutenants.,Mr. Graeff complains that the Fire
{Plugs are allowed to run, theréby causing anunne-

mﬁsé&:ymw‘gs_te., of Water..at. 7 Ver; 1. i

'the year-that it ismpst di t to keep a su; n

[the TREervaih 'Eé%&ﬁ%bﬁpﬁixg that?poﬁov

| lotticers, in most ingtances;' a? the ones that start

7| 'the plugs. After thereading of the communication,

.| 'Lt Metkes iof -the :Eleventh ‘Ward, informed the

Marshal; that he had received permission from Mr.

IMcMahon, the Register of ‘Water,/to allow. plugs to!

run in the various alleysiin his Ward.- The Licute-

5 mant ‘forther stated that no provision - i3 made

for the removal of offal in his Ward, consequently

it is thrown into - the'street,-and cannot better be !
removed under the ¢ircumstances than by washing

it away by meansof the Fii ‘;Plnis. i i

| We.thing the statementof the Lientenant, ithat /

offak is'sutfered today about the alleys,is perfectly .

‘correct, and approve of allowing the plugs to run

lin them o purity them: If Mr. Graeff wishes to

do the ‘most ‘good- with ' the smallest ' quantity of
water, e suggest to him*‘that he issue an order;
preventing the:daily waste of waler used in unne-
cessarily waqhins pavements, “If thisevil is stopped
there will be an”abuhdande” of water to wash out:
the filthy,lanes. and alleys throughout the ity.

Thers‘is no city in thé world: where more water is’

fwasted than in our good eity of Philadelphia.”If

a window, is to be,washed, the water. is turned on

and allowed to run into the gutter, both while the

seryants are holding a long conversation with their
neighboring “*help,” and long after the glass has
been cleaneds.«:It requires in' many instances hours
to cieanse front door’$téps and “pavéments, during:
all. which time £he Water if:ft?miu\ed to flow "iﬁﬂ
& perfect looEeness, ot fault being found, yet

when the all 1iee deep with offul, well ¢ar-
bulnléd~}$‘§§§§?£@§mﬁle "diseasa; fhult/is
found if a)plug is allowedoto-run a few minutes to
ﬁgah it away and purify the atmosphere, breathed

} hﬁi‘e‘(ﬂ who, ‘must " necessafily Iive in our
32~ = :

ne

7 gourts and lanes. i
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