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[F'rox our brilliant frieng La Moqurvse we
“have a letter, mainly in answer to some queries
| of our own as to the art and mystery of SHorprng
‘ —50 well done that we will give it the conspic-
[uousness of a separate article. It will amuge
much, and perhaps instruct more, After an
I introductory sentence or two, she thug writes —]
* * “Buthow I am runuing‘on! And pey

“ giving you a word of statistics as to the shop-
“ ping about which You propose to * institute an
“ enquiry.’ T scarce see how I am to approach
“ the subject. Tt is not altogether a < branch of
“ industry,’ with me, for it, sometimes, T am free
“ to say, covers what mamma calls my ¢ course
¢ of proceeding.’ But heaux do not every day
“““gtand treat’ at Maillard’s, and g0 T do some-
‘ times escape the perils of confectionary, and
“ ‘shop and come right home,’ ag bid, Exem-
‘“ plary as that is, however, I should be worthier
“ of whoever ig to have me, if I were giving the
“ time to a book.  There are better influences,
“on the mind female and youthful, than the
““ shopping and champagne numbereqd at present
“among our daily trials. Tg it not wonderful
“ what angels of mothers we become, through it
“all! Of course you love us, or T should ye.
““ commend to you earnestly to strive to do go.
“But ‘theshopping.’ Well, itis very various,

‘“ evenin the same family. - Thereig Misg—0n
““ who dresses ¢ within an inch of her life," while
“ her mamma, (once a belle, too 1) is one of your
¢ friend’s ‘seventy-five dollar’ annualg, the
““ papa’s income not being capable of 700 such,
 “with illustrations.’  One shops at Stewarts,
“ the other in parts unknown. : We Ihow two
¥ or three families of girls who all dress alike,
¢ and that savestime. Ttig the custom in Parig,
¢ though I have heard it objectéd to as aparade
¢ of family affection, or as looking like getting
¢ goods cheaper ‘by the piece.’ A more common
 economy is to have a sort of ﬂrimogeniture of
‘ splash, only one daughter ‘ going out? for the
 winter, and the others ‘in delicate health ’
¢ And then some’s mammas ave Very vague mythg
€« —suppgsed to be insane or paralytie or pain-
¢ fully disfigured with the small-pox—and, g5
¢ these girls consequently aocept of the chape-
¢ roning of other girlg’ mammas, the family
“ expenses are a one-thousand-dollay mammg,
¢less. One of my best dressed acquaintanceg
¢ makes shopping a ‘kitchen duty.’ Arrayed
¢ like a maid-of-all-work, she Sally’s forth under
“ a green veil and with all hep money in gold
¢ and silver, naturally expecting to make better
‘ bargaing where rents are cheaper and the
* specie in full view. She ig thought to dress

¢ from Paris, yet she gets her bonnets made in
“ Division street, her ribbong from the Bowery
‘“ and her dresses in Canal street, What she
“ costs, per annum, I do not know, butprobably
“ her husband gets the worth of his money.
“Just now we are in the millinery Sabbath,
“hetween winter bonnets and spring bonnets,
“ and I must write of’ shopping rather historically
““ —three weeks, at leastsince I bought anything
““ momentous. ' You ask about the ‘amount of
“ time and thought’ bestowed on it. For ‘Spring
‘¢ shopping,’ it takes pretty much all ofg Woman’s
““ both.  Thosge light silks and gay bonnets, if not
* being all day turned over and tried on are being
* all day talked of, and even scandal has such g
“‘ suspension of hostilities during that season,
“ as to suggest the millennium to those who do
“ not know how otherwiso to account for it
The average of positive ¢ shopping-time’ ig
“ probably three hours a day. Ladies take it
“ sodifferently, however ! My friend Misg——_
“sits down ‘with her memorandum book ang
“ pencil and makes out a regular programme of
‘“ where she is to go and what to get, and simply
“followsit. Pretty Miss — T onthecontrary,
“ makes a day’s dawdle of it She wants per-
‘““haps a coquettish breakfagt dress of some
‘ gimple cashmere. She begins at Hearn’s, ang
““ gets spread upon the counter everything he
“ can possibly show herof the kind. After a
*¢ complete inventory of hig goods, she goes out
““ with her usual phrase, « T think Plllook a little
¢ farther,’ and proceeds to air, in a similar man-.

L ner, the cashmeres and patiences of Arnol‘p
¢ Peck and Stewart, returning, very likely, to
*“ the first piece she looked at, with ¢ I've earried
“that in my eye all the morning.” She loves

“ s'opping as she does her Jife i possibly because
1 itkeeps her fibg in practice, as her cheapening,
“is highly imaginative. Theye is no silk at
‘¢ Stewart’s for two dollars a yard; than which

““she has not seen a *finer ang better at Ar.

“ nold’s’ for a dollar and g half; ete., etc. Then

¢ there is Mrs. —— who hag lived in Parig.
“and can find ‘nothing worth lboki'j:'gv at, in
** this semi-oivilized country.’ Byt she does look
*“ at everything, and decrieg everything, and'in

*“ such a loud voice that Stewart would probably

“ make a discount even on her semi-annual il

“ of a thousand dollars, not to have her frighten

“ off his other customers,

-

““Shops have no “attractions besi\é shopping,’
“Ifancy. There is little OF no conversation
*“ there, between ladies, except about what is
‘¢ on the counters, and as if is etiquette for gen-
‘¢ tlemen to take leave of us when we: enter g

|  shop, there is no fcarrying on the war over
*“ the calicoes.” It is quite as serious a place as

*“ & church, I think; for we seldom get up the
““steam  for ‘each other to smile-heat, and
“ money-spending is among a woman’s ginceri-
““ ties and solemn responsibilities. Some ladies
¢ have quite different manners there; crowding
¢ other ladies and talking with coarse energy
¢ to clerks, when they are the souls of soft
 courtesy in society, Acquaintances are never
“made over mutual goods, I faney. Ladies
“ might converse half g day over new shawls
“ without any recognition elsewhere. As to
‘ the ¢ trouble we give to clerks,” and their
‘¢ ¢ opinions of customers,” I do not suppese a
““lady thinks more of such overseelng and
‘“ overhearing, than of g door-handle’s opinion
* ag to being once or twice turned b -
¢ lng the dvor Tabit wakes us £
¢ tomatons, though I suppose the
“and are seen somewheve else

““ somebody. EE O

“To ‘me, shopping is purely

*“ camnot reconcile the valué put upon five u
¢ nutes of my time given to an admire v
““hours spent in just matching a ribb . Bither
‘¢ the beau or the ribbon is a mistake. T should
““like to be. dressed, lixe the hills about Idle-
““ wild, twice & year, (the snow-white dregs for
‘ summer, ag a difference of taste merely,)—

¢ the millinery spontaneous, and fashion altoge-

““'ther a matter of almannc. If the bills could

‘| «be got rid of, by evaporation and the falling

“ of leaves, of course even that return to nature
“also trould not be objected to by the refined
““mind. Shops havé but two pleasant uses for

} ¢ me—places into which I can turn to get rid of

‘“ & tiresome acquaintance, and refuges on cold
“ days, where I can vary my walk by stepping in
‘¢ and standing over the hot-air flues as forti-
¢ tude requires. If they would but unite pic-
““ ture-galleries with the Broadway shops, giv-

‘ ing us an upper shelf of semething to look at,
‘¢ while our mammag or companions are match-
‘““ing ribbons below the level of . the -eye, I
¢ shouldlook with more self-respect on the < dry
“ goods’ portion of my experience, i
“ Thisis Lent; and of course there is no 8ociety
““ news, even if you had not been in town so re-
‘“ cently as to require no enlightening. = < Fa-
‘“ mily parties’ prevail, and you know what I
“ think of those entertainments! They are
¢ perhaps the only ¢ gayeties’ at which people
‘‘ pass for exactly what they are. And with
¢ no room for imagination, I doubt whether hu-
“ man beings naturally admire each other very
¢ much. Wehad the promise of & music party
| ¢“at the' ———s; but the war between the
| ““ spunky Vestvalli and the other stars made
"+ the harmony of the evening doubtful, and it
* wag abandoned. 8o, till news overtakes us
¢ again, adieu,” e D il
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